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Qingdao Promotes Cooperation with 
Belarus, Russia and Tajikistan
At the SCO Qingdao Summit held in June of this year, the Chinese 
government announced its support to the establishment of a China-SCO 
local economic and trade cooperation demonstration zone in Qingdao. It 
is not only one of the major achievements of the summit in economic and 
trade cooperation, but a responsibility and mission given to Qingdao.

Qingdao on the Way to an 
International Metropolis
The 2nd Meeting of Qingdao Municipal Advisory Committee for 
International City Strategy (QMACICS) was held on September 5 in 
Qingdao, attracting well-known experts from home and abroad.
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Qingdao Promotes 
Cooperation with Belarus, 
Russia and Tajikistan
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　At the SCO Qingdao Summit held in June of this year, the 
Chinese government announced its support to the establishment of a 
China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation demonstration 
zone in Qingdao. It is not only one of the major achievements of the 
summit in economic and trade cooperation, but a responsibility and 
mission given to Qingdao.
　From September 12 to 19, a Qingdao business delegation led by 
Mayor Meng Fanli visited Belarus, Russia and Tajikistan. They met 
with local government officials and business representatives, held 
three business talks, signed three partnership MOUs and 27 
cooperation agreements, and reached intentions for 33 cooperation 
projects. 
　The delegation's visit started a new chapter for in-depth 
cooperation at local levels between Qingdao and SCO member 
countries and created a new pattern of overall opening-up.

Friendly talks and in-depth exchanges
　The delegation, which was composed of officers from relevant 
governmental departments and representatives of 11 Qingdao 
enterprises held three business talks on the China-SCO local 
economic and trade cooperation demonstration zone. The three 
SCO member countries, Belarus, Russia and Tajikistan, showed 
great interest in the topic and had in-depth discussions with the 
delegation for win-win cooperation.
　On September 12, a Belarus-Qingdao business talk on the 
China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation demonstration 
zone was held in Minsk, Belarus. 
　Over 120 people, including local government officials and 
representatives from local businesses and chambers of commerce 
attended the meeting.
　A promo video entitled “Qingdao on the Silk Way” was shown 
before the forum, which shows the new developments of Qingdao, a 
pivot city in the Belt and Road Initiative and and a dynamic force 
for economic and trade cooperation.
　Cui Qiming, Chinese Ambassador to Belarus, said in his speech 
that the visit by Qingdao delegation would instill new energy to the 
cooperation between China and Belarus at both national and local 
levels. 
　“The SCO Qingdao Summit created new opportunities for 
China-Belarus cooperation at local levels. The China-SCO local 
economic and trade cooperation demonstration zone will be established 
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both in and outside the territory of China based on the function of the Qingdao 
Multimodal Transport Customs Supervision Center, and adopting an operation 
model of ‘cross border development featuring logistics and trade, park 
interaction, and capacity cooperation’ , which will create more opportunities 
for cooperation between Qingdao and cities in Belarus. We hope Belarus 
enterprises will expand their carrying trade to Japan, the R.O.K., ASEAN, 
South Asian and other regions as well as cross-border e-business through the 
demonstration zone for mutual benefit,” Meng Fanli said at the meeting. His 
speech was warmly responded by the participants from Belarus. 
　“The promotion for the China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation 
demonstration zone by the Qingdao delegation will bring more cooperation 
opportunities to both sides,” the Deputy Minister of Economy of Belarus said. 
　After the meeting, representatives of Belarus businesses had in-depth 
discussions with the Qingdao delegation.
　At the meeting, Qingdao Bureau of Commerce signed MOUs on the 
establishment of international economic partnerships with the Chamber of 
Commerce of Vitebsk, Belarus, and the Sino-Belarus Industrial Park, and 
SINOTRANS Central China Ltd signed strategic cooperation agreements with 

the Sino-Belarus Trade Logistics Park, WEILAN Biology Group, and the 
National Science Institute Biology Branch of Belarus.
　The event was covered by the local media. On September 13, Belarus New 
Agency, the mainstream medium in Belarus, described the meeting as “an 
effective business dialogue between Belarus and China” .
　Two days later, another fruitful dialogue was held in the Smolny Palace on 
the bank of Neva, Russia. 
　Insiders said that the dialogue held in the Smolny Palace was a sincere 
welcome to the Qingdao delegation by the Russian side. 
　“This year marks the beginning of the ‘Sino-Russia Local Cooperation 
Year’ , and San Petersburg is a sister city to Qingdao. The Qingdao 
delegation's visit complies with the development of local cooperation between 
our two nations,” Zhang Shuyou, deputy consul general of China in San 
Petersburg, said at the meeting. 
　The acting mayor of San Petersburg said in his welcoming speech that being 
sister cities, San Petersburg and Qingdao must work together to promote local 
economic and trade cooperation under the framework of the Russia-China 
overall strategic cooperation agreement so as to boost the economic and social 
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development on 
both sides. 
　A total of 14 contracts 
were signed at the meeting, 
including the Sino-Russia Local 
Cooperation Center, space and aviation, 
electronics and home appliances,  
biomedicine, food and beverage, furniture 
and construction material, science, education 
and culture. 
　In the afternoon, the Qingdao business delegation 
met with more than 100 business representatives 
organized by the City Council of San Petersburg, and reached 
many intentions for bilateral investment and trade. 
　On September 18, a Tajikistan-Qingdao Business Talk on the 
China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration 
Zone was held in Beijing Hotel in Duschanbe, Tajikistan. 140 guests 
including government officials and business representatives attended the 
meeting. 
　On the meeting, an MOU for the establishment of international economic partnership 
was signed by Qingdao Bureau of Commerce and the National Chamber of Commerce of 
Tajikistan, and an MOU for cooperation was inked by Qingjian Group and the Ministry of 
Transportation of Tajikistan. Besides, Huahe International Business Consultation Institute was 
engaged by Qingdao as “Qingdao Investment Promotion Consultation Institute” .
　Also in Tajikistan, Qingdao proposed on the 17th Meeting of the Economy and Trade Minister of SCO 
member countries that a Joint Committee for the China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation 
Demonstration Zone should be established under the framework of the Meeting of the Economy and Trade 
Minister of SCO member countries to promote economic and trade cooperation among the SCO member countries 
and the construction of the Demonstration Zone. 

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Guan Shaozhuo and Zhang Jingang
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In-depth connection 
Exploit local cooperation potentials 

　Qingdao is one of the first opening-up cities in China, an important node city 
along the "Silk Road Economic Zone" and an important pivotal city for marine 
cooperation strategy, while Orsha City is an important traffic and logistic hub 
for Belarus, with geographical advantage and solid industrial foundation. The 
two cities enjoy complementary conditions in in many aspects. 
　During the visit to Orsha, Qingdao Huatong Group, Sinotrans Central 
China Ltd., CRRC Sifang Ltd. and Hairun Silk visited “Bremino – Orsha 
Multimodal Transportation Industrial and Logistics Park” and discussed 
over the cooperation in cold chain transportation and import of farm 
produces. 
　Located in Minsk, Belarus, Sino-Belarus Industrial Park is a 
connection point of the Belt and Road and the European and Asian 
markets. It is a national cooperation project built under the support of 
Chinese and Belarus governments based on the Belt and Road 
initiative. 
　“The construction of the China-SCO Local Economic and Trade 
Cooperation Demonstration Zone will provide new opportunities 
for economic and trade cooperation between our two countries and 
br ing about  broader  development  prospects .  We hope 
Qingdao-based enterprises will invest in Sino-Belarus Industrial 
Park,” said the director of the Sino-Belarus Industrial Park 
Administration Committee to the delegation. 
　The in-depth cooperation at local levels is rooted in the 
economic and trade exchanges between Qingdao and Belarus. 
According to data from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, 
export/import volume between Qingdao and Belarus 
recorded a 54.1% rise in the first half of this year.
　Taking advantage of the Sino-Russia Local Cooperation 
and Exchange Years which fall in 2018 and 2019, the 
Qingdao business delegation's visit exploited the potential 
for local cooperation in the part of Russia. From 
September 15 to 17, the delegation visited AIRT 
Company of San Petersburg, the Secretariat of Business 
Council of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), 
Russian Headquar ter  of  Hel icopter,  Russian 
Machinery Import Trade Ltd. and Shirshov Institute 
of Oceanology. Great achievements ware made 
dur ing  these  v i s i t s ,  and  Qingdao  Tour i sm 
Promotions held on the sideline were also fruitful. 
　Film and TV are the carriers for culture 
exchange. During the visit to Russian Association 
of Film Workers and Moscow Film Studio, 
Qingdao, being the first City of Film in China, 
suggested that a Russian Film Culture and Art 

Festival be held in Qingdao to promote Sino-Russia 
local cultural exchange, which attracted great attentions 
from the Russian side. 
　On September 17, the Qingdao business delegation 
visited the Secretariat of Business Council of Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO), and an MOU was signed 
during the visit by Qingdao Bureau of Commerce and the 
Secretariat of Business Council of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) for the Construction of the China-SCO 
Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone. 
The delegation also witnessed the signing of a US$1 billion 
contract for an assembly project of Sino Russian Helicopters, 
the MOU for Education Cooperation between the Republic of 
Bashkortostan of Russian Federation and Qingdao Weidong 
Group, and the Tripartite Strategic Framework Agreement by 
Russian Machinery Import Trade Ltd., Qingdao Baltic Rail 
Transport Technology Ltd. and Qingdao Chengyang District 
Government for building Sino-Russian subway industrial park in 
Chengyang district of Qingdao. 
　Supported by the Secretariat of Business Council of Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO), the economic and trade cooperation 
at local levels between Qingdao and SCO member countries 
experienced a rapid development. Both the City of Ufa of the Republic 
of Bashkortostan of Russian Federation and Qingdao have been the hosts 
for SCO Summit, therefore, there is great potential for cooperation. On 
August 17 of this year, Qingdao Bureau of Commerce and the Chamber of 
Commerce of the Republic of Bashkortostan signed an MOU for economic 
partnership in Qingdao and discussed over and reached agreement on 
cooperation in respects of the construction of the China-SCO Local 
Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone, the SCO Local 
Economic and Trade Cooperation (Qingdao) Forum, educational exchanges 
under the framework of China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation 
Demonstration Zone and construction of logistics and trade projects. 
　Khamidov Rustem, President of the Republic of Bashkortostan, congratulated 
the SCO Qingdao Summit held in June in Qingdao this year, and elaborated to 
the delegation on the 4th MSE Forum of SCO member countries and BRICS 
member countries to be held in this October in Ufa of the Republic of 
Bashkortostan of Russian Federation and wished that both sides could expand the 
cooperation in parks, logistics, talents exchange as well as international forums and 
exhibitions. 
　After the meeting, the Secretariat of Business Council of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO), the Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Bashkortostan of 
Russian Federation and Qingdao Weidong Group signed an MOU for Education 
Cooperation, the Secretariat of Business Council of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO), Qingdao Blue Valley and Qingdao Weidong Group signed an MOU for 
Education and Training Cooperation.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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Building a platform to cement ties with “SCO” partners
　On September 17, the Qingdao business delegation visited an “old friend” - the Secretariat of 
Business Council of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).
　In as early as 2015, Qingdao and the Secretariat of Business Council of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) jointly constructed the Eurasian Economic and Trade Cooperation Industrial 
Park in the national-level Jiaozhou Economic and Technology Development Zone. 
　After the SCO Qingdao Summit, Qingdao held such events as the Exhibition of Imported 
Commodities from SCO Countries and the first Film Festival of SCO member countries. 
　As of July 19, 2018, Qingdao had established economic and trade partnerships with 14 cities 
(provinces, states, organizations) in nine SCO member countries including Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, India, Pakistan, Cambodia, Nepal, Belarus and Uzbekistan.
　Statistics from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce show that in 2017, Qingdao registered a total 
trade volume of US$5.824 billion with SCO member countries, up 12.5%, and by the end of 
2017, Qingdao had invested a total of US$500 million in 74 projects in SCO member countries. 
On the other side, SCO member countries invested a total of US$475 million in 226 projects in 
Qingdao, of which US$157 million had been used.
　During the Qingdao business delegation's visit, various cooperation and contract-signing 
events were very closely linked to the SCO. 
　An agreement for the establishment of economic partnerships was signed by Qingdao Bureau 
of Commerce and Chamber of Commerce of Vitebsk, Belarus, whereby both sides will establish 

a mechanism for sharing economic and trade information and for regular mutual visit by 
economic and trade delegations to promote the exchange and cooperation in trade, logistics, 
investment and finance based on the cooperation platform of the China-SCO Local Economic and 
Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone. In the same venue, Qingdao Bureau of Commerce and 
the Sino-Belarus Industrial Park established an economic partnership to boost cooperation under 
the framework of the China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone.
　Located in San Petersburg, Qingdao's ninth overseas business center, Qingdao Business Center 
in Russia, was inaugurated by the Mayor of Qingdao and the Acting Mayor of San Petersburg on 
September 14.
　The mission of the Qingdao Business Center in Russia is to carry out the strategy for the 
establishment of a local China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation demonstration zone in 
Russia according to the principles of “mutual consultation, sharing and win-win development” to 
serve SCO member countries and the Commonwealth of Independent States, and to offer a 
comprehensive service platform for local investment and trade cooperation. 
　Qingdao has great expectations for the business center. Meng Fanli said that we should 
transform our concept and create a unique pattern for investment solicitation different from that 
which was applied in Europe and the U.S. The new pattern will be adopted in Russia leveraging 
the platform of Qingdao Business Center in Russia.
　Several cooperative platforms were created during the short visit, starting a new era for local 
economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao and the SCO member countries.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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Qingdao Seeks Global Partners

　On August 23, representatives from 46 cities (provinces, states and organizations) in 23 countries including the United 
States, Canada, France, the United Kingdom, Italy and Australia gathered in Qingdao for an biennial international 
economic partners (Qingdao) roundtable meeting. 
　Qingdao creatively established an international economic and trade cooperation mechanism at local levels, making 
economic partners across the world, designating liaison officers to handle affairs between partner cities, organizing 
meetings regularly over the intentions and information in investment and trade cooperation projects, and building 
bilateral investment and trace cooperation platforms. These “partners” have become the best links for further opening up 
by Qingdao.

Innovation mechanism: in-depth industrial integration 
　It took only six years for Qingdao to increase its “partners” from 2 to 89, from 2 countries to 56 countries and regions.

　Data contained in the 2017/2018 Qingdao International Economic 
Partner City Roundtable Report show the achievements of the efforts made 
by Qingdao in making economic partners across the world. 
　The story dates back to 2012.
　Qingdao is the seventh largest port in the world, while Pusan is the 
world's sixth largest container terminal.
　In August 2012, the two cities signed a memorandum of understanding 
on economic and trade cooperation under the China-Japan-R.O.K. Free 
Trade Agreement (under negotiation), a prelude for Qingdao in its long 
quest to make economic partners across the world. 
　The significance of “partnership” is to render broader vision of 
opening-up, create more opportunities for interaction, integrate the 
industries at deeper levels and to innovate cooperation mechanism. 
　Pusan is the first “partner” of Qingdao. Encouraged by the economic 
partnership between the two cities, Port of Qingdao and Port of Pusan 
concluded a strategic agreement whereby both sides would visit each other 
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to promote cooperation in port logistics. Four months after the establishment of the 
partnership, Bank of Pusan Qingdao Branch opened for business. 
　Pusan attaches great importance to Chinese Market in general and Qingdao in particular, 
while Qingdao admires the technology and capital of Pusan and R.O.K. Local governments 
on both sides often send delegations and business executives to visit each other to boost 
bilateral investment and trade. 
　Driven by the economic partnership in the same manner, San Francisco, home to the 
Silicon Valley, had increasingly frequent interactions with Qingdao. In October 2013, San 
Francisco government delegation visited China and concluded with Qingdao economic 
partnership, upgrading the economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao and America 
from the level of business chambers (associations) to that of local governments. 
　Later on, direct flight between Qingdao and San Francisco was commissioned, technology 
cooperation between Qingdao Hi-Tech Zone and Silicon Valley commenced, and Chicago 
subway project was undertaken by CRRC Sifang Ltd. setting a record in the volume of 
subway cars exported by Chinese railway transport equipment companies to the developed 
countries.
　More bridges for local economic and trade cooperation were built by the expansion of the 
circle of international friends. 
　As pointed out by Liu Jianjun, Vice Mayor of Qingdao, that Qingdao initiated in China a 
mechanism for international economic and trade cooperation at local level which 
strengthened bilateral investment and trade cooperation, expanded and deepened foreign 
economic and trade cooperation, boosted exchange and cooperation in culture, tourism and 

education, and created a new pattern of overall international exchange and cooperation.  
　Qingdao has held two international economic partners roundtable meetings. The first one 
was held in 2014 under the theme of “Cooperation and Mutual Benefit—International 
Economic Partnership at Local Levels” . At that time, Qingdao had already concluded 
economic partnership with 15 overseas cities (provinces, states and organizations). 
　The second roundtable meeting was held in 2016 under the theme of “International 
Economic Partnership at Local Levels under the Background of ‘Belt and Road’” , and at 
that time, Qingdao had already concluded economic partnership with 49 overseas cities 
(provinces, states and organizations). 

A platform for Belt and Road cooperation
　The theme of this year's roundtable meeting was “Qingdao on the Silk Road: New 
Economic and Trade Partners — International Economic Partnership under ‘Belt and Road’ 
Initiative in a New Era” . The meeting set a vision for international economic and trade 
cooperation mechanism at local levels, namely “open and inclusive development, innovative 
development, cooperative and win-win development” , which was well received by the 
partner cities. 
　“Qingdao and the Hague are all coastal cities. We have been attaching great importance to 
economic and trade cooperation with Qingdao. The Hague is a portal in Europe for the ‘belt 
and road’ and a world-class business center. 130 Qingdao-based enterprises have invested 
here thanks to the mechanism of international partnership with Qingdao. This mechanism is 
an efficient and accurate platform for economic and trade information exchanges.” said a 
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representative from the City Council of the Hague. 
　“We are very thankful for the opportunities provided by Qingdao. We are now developing 
maritime economy and hope Qingdao’ s shipbuilding industry come to invest in our 
country,” said a representative from Mauritius, a country with superb geographical location 
and rich fishery resources. An ocean shipping project had been invested here by Qingdao 
Luhaifeng Group, and more investment by Qingdao-based enterprises would be appreciated 
in Mauritius, the representative said.
　A representative from the State of Georgia, the United States said that Qingdao-based 
enterprises such as Hisense, Haier and Sentury Tire. had invested in Georgia, manifesting 
fruitful economic and trade relations between Qingdao and the Georgia State. He expected 
more cooperation with Qingdao in tourism, education and logistics. 
　A representative from the State of Bavaria, Germany said that Bavaria-based businesses 
such as Siemens and Allianz Insurance had invested in Qingdao, while Haier had set up an R 
& D team in Bavaria. Qingdao and Bavaria had many fields for cooperation such as brewery 
and tourism. The football team of Bayern Munich of Bavaria and Sino-German Eco-Park set 
up the first “Bayern Munich Football School” in China in 2016, which is now operating very 
well and has boosted the exchange and cooperation. 
　The dual positioning of Qingdao in the “belt and road” and the establishment of the 

China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone in Qingdao will 
create many cooperation opportunities.
　A representative from Kazakhstan said that his trip to China was very fruitful: “The 
multimodal transport facilities in Qingdao offer us great cooperation opportunities. We have 
reached cooperation intention with a logistics provider in Qingdao, and we hope to have deep 
cooperation in logistics, transportation, and ocean-railway transportation.” 
　Being a portal for Europe, Hamburg also has many cooperation opportunities with 
Qingdao. “Ours is at the intersection of the Belt and the Road, as Qingdao is. There are many 
trains from Qingdao passing through Hamburg every week. We can cooperate with the 
China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone in Qingdao in 
ocean-railway multimodal transportation and logistics,” a representative from Hamburg said. 

Pragmatic and efficient: deepening local cooperation 
　Friends are always happy when they reunite. 
　Representatives from nearly 200 Qingdao-based enterprises talked with their counterparts 
from economic partner cities in a meeting for project negotiations on 23rd.
　A representative from Cape Verde talked with his counterpart from Qingdao Beihai 
Shipbuilding Heavy Industry Co., Ltd. (BSIC) over the purchase of passenger liners, cargo 
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vessels and lifeboats; South Australia intended to cooperate with 
Qingdao-based energy companies to develop solar energy resources……
　There were also excellent events on the sidelines. 
　The 2018 Qingdao International Economic Partner Speciality Show, the 
“Tsingtao Beer Evening” and the World Food Day parties were held 
during the roundtable meeting. The representatives also visited Qingdao 
City Planning Center, the Main Venue for the SCO Qingdao Summit, and 
Tsingtao Beer Museum. 
　If making partners is the first step for Qingdao to make friends 
worldwide, the overseas business centers established by Qingdao serve as 
“stations” for Qingdao to maintain connections with the partners.  
　As of now, Qingdao has established 8 business centers in Singapore, 
Pusan of R.O.K., Munich of Germany, San Francisco of the United States, 
Tokyo of Japan, Tel Aviv of Israel, Hong Kong, and London of the United 
Kingdom, with the business center in Moscow of Russia under 
preparation. 
　The establishment of a plant by EMV of Canada in Laixi new energy 
vehicle base, the participation of SM Entertainment Group of R.O.K. in 
the construction of the Culture and Art Town on the West Coast of 
Qingdao are the projects promoted by the overseas business centers, and 
more and more such investment and trade cooperation projects are on the 
way. 
　These local cooperation platforms helped expand Qingdao's “circle of 
friends” , and the modern industrial accurate investment promotion 
pattern is helping the cooperation between Qingdao and these “friends” 
more accurately targeted and in higher quality.
　Thirty highly professional investment promotion teams, including 
marine emerging oriented team, aviation and space industry oriented 
team, energy conservation and environmental protection oriented team, 
intellectual manufacture and equipment oriented team, rail transportation 
equipment industry oriented team, and science, R&D and high-tech 
oriented team were organized in Qingdao in an effort to solicit investment 
from all over the world, which has brought about surprising achievements. 

　FAW Volkswagen East China Base was put into operation 
recently with an annual capacity of 300,000 units. This RMB 
10 billion “world class” project will greatly boost the clustering 
capability of the automobile industry in Qingdao. 
　The Siemens R&D center in the Sino-German Eco-Park is 
focused on “smart manufacturing” which is the only one of its 
kind in China, and the first R&D center for Industry 4.0 
application outside Germany. 
　Statistics show that as of June 2018, Qingdao has received an 
aggregated foreign capital of US$80 billion, and 272 projects 
have been invested in Qingdao by 144 Fortune 500 companies.
　The so-called “magnetic field effect” in Qingdao comes not 
only from the sincerity of the city in soliciting investment, but 
also from the ever-improving international business environment. 
　Ma Weigang, director of Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, said 
that Qingdao was working hard to build an international city 
with a view to becoming an international maritime city, to step 
up the internationalization of enterprises, markets, industries, 
parks and the city itself. At the same time, we would create an 
international business environment with the least administration 
approval items and the best services and requiring the shortest 
approval period in China as per the overall requirements of the 
rule of law, transparency and convenience. 
　At the same time, Qingdao quickened its pace to “go 
global” .
　As of June 2018, Qingdao had invested an aggregated 1560 
projects in 99 countries and regions across the world with 
contracted FDI of US$32.434 billion by the Chinese side. 
Qingdao’ s international trade volume exceeded US$100 
billion in 2017, representing a quality development. 
　Qingdao is expanding the opening-up, creating a new pattern 
of local economic and trade cooperation, and starting a new era 
of global depth cooperation for mutual benefit.

Landscape of Qingdao    
Photo by Meng Tao
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A High Season for 
International 
Conferences and 
Exhibitions in Qingdao

Written by Song Xiaohua

　Autumn is a harvest season for Qingdao's conference and exhibition sector. 
Many international events took place here in September alone.
　These events cover tourism, marine economic cooperation, intellectual 
property right, international city construction and cultural exchange, reflecting 
Qingdao's continuous industrial upgrading and improvement of its 
international influence.
　On September 7, three international exhibitions were held simultaneously 
in Qingdao.
　The 2018 WTCF Qingdao Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit attracted 400 
delegates from 112 tourism cities, 200 tourism businesses, and 50 tourism 
ministers and mayors of tourism cities from 59 countries, and some 
international organizations including the United Nations to attend.
　On the same day, the 2018 East Asia Marine Cooperation Platform Qingdao 
Forum opened on the west coast of Qingdao. The forum has become an 
important platform for exchanges and cooperation in the maritime field 
between Qingdao and Japan,  R.O.K and ASEAN countr ies ,  with 
ever-increasing international influence.
　More than 600 guests from universities, research institutions, enterprises 
and organizations in 53 countries and regions from Asia, Europe, America, 
Africa and Australia attended the meeting.. This international event has 
developed on the basis of the regional 10+3 meeting for China, Japan, R.O.K 
and ASEAN countries.

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Hua
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　Also on this day, the 2018 Global Congress of Knowledge 
Economy,  known as  the  “Olympics  fo r  Knowledge  
Economy” , lifted its curtain. More than 400 guests, including 
120 scholars, experts and entrepreneurs in the fields of intelligent 
manufacturing, intelligent transportation, intelligent building 
and intelligent energy management from around the world 
attended 8 forums on the development of smart cities.
　Three international events being held in a city on the same 
day manifests the city's international appeal in the conference 
and exhibition sector. 
　Prior to these conferences, the 2nd Meeting of Qingdao 
Municipal Committee for International City Strategy Consultation 
was held on September 5. 
　Senior  d ip lomats ,  exper ts ,  scholars  and  CEOs of  
international corporations from nearly 20 countries including 
China, Germany, Japan, R.O.K, Singapore and Thailand 
attended the meeting and gave advice for building Qingdao into 
an internationalized city, including the internationalization of 
its conference and exhibition sector. 
　On September 12, 2018 Qingdao International Marine 
Science and Technology Exhibition was held in the Qingdao 
Blue Tech Valley, showcasing advanced products of domestic 
top marine science and technology research institutes and 
enterprises, and in the meantime, Qingdao International Ocean 
Summit Forum & International Underwater Robot Competition 
was held in a bid to build the largest and most influential 
domestic and global exchange platform and a trade platform for 
scientific achievements.
　Experts said that the conference and exhibition sector, as an 
economic and industrial barometer, is attracting extensive 
attention. To capacity to hold large-scale international 
conferences and exhibitions symbolizes a city's comprehensive 
competitiveness.
　Statistics show that in 2017, Qingdao held a total of 359 
influential conferences and exhibitions, involving a total 
exhibition area of 3.45 million square meters, up 12.2% and 
15.8% y-o-y respectively. Thus, Qingdao was listed as China's 
Top 10 Conference and Exhibition City, ranking 7th in terms of 
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the number of exhibitions and total exhibition area in the Report on Exhibition 
Economy Development in China (2017) released by the China Council for the 
Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT).
　So many conferences and exhibitions were held in Qingdao because of its 
internationalized environment.
　To implement the international city strategy, great efforts have been made in 
recent years to boost the city's capacity to gather resources to internationalize 
its enterprises, markets, industries, parks and the city itself so as to build 
Qingdao into a livable internationalized city and an international tourism and 
investment destination. All these provided fertile land for the development of 
the conference and exhibition industry. 
　Promotion of the conference and exhibition industry is an important part of 
its efforts to build an international city. According to the Action Plan for 
Promoting “Internationalization +” (2018/2019) released recently, Qingdao will 
learn the good practices of Singapore, Hong Kong, Beijing and Shanghai for 
holding international events.
　The SCO Qingdao Summit held in June this year ushered in a new era of 
internationalization, which will see new improvements of the capacity of 
Qingdao, as an international metropolis, to hold international conferences and 
exhibitions.
　The SCO Summit has given rise to the boom of Qingdao's conference and 
exhibition industry. We believe that the effects of the SCO Summit will be fully 
exploited in order to step up the transformation and upgrading of the city's 
hardware, software and services and build the city into an international 
conference and exhibition center in northeast Asia.
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Win-Win Cooperation 
between Qingdao and U.S.
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　On July 11, a 
forum on investment 
coopera t ion  be tween 
Chinese cities and Chicago 
co-sponsored by the Investment 
Promotion Affairs Bureau of the 
Chinese Ministry of Commerce and 
World Business Chicago was held in 
Beijing. 
　“Under the current situation, the Chicago city 
delegation's visit to China indicates that local 
governments and business circles in the U.S. are 
confident of the economic and trade cooperation between the 
two countries. It is a positive signal that they are in support of 
free trade, bilateral economic and trade cooperation and oppose 
trade protectionism,” Assistant Minister of Commerce Li Chenggang 
said in his speech.
　Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel said in his speech that U.S.-China 
cooperation is vital under the current situation, and Chicago welcomes 
cooperative competition between enterprises in the two countries and investments in 
Chicago by Chinese businesses.
　The forum attracted 320 people from government departments, businesses and agencies in 
Chicago and eight member cities and other cities in China.
　Qingdao, as one of the eight member cities of the forum, attended the meeting between Minister 
of Commerce Zhong Shan and Chicago Mayor Emanuel, and other activities in China. 
　Qingdao is a key city designated by the Ministry of Commerce for China-U.S. local economic and trade 
cooperation and a member of the joint working group for trade and investment cooperation between Chinese 
cities and Chicago. According to experts, Qingdao’ s efforts in promoting China-U.S. local cooperation are 
fruitful and worth studying.
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Bilateral cooperation
　People with the same aspiration may work together despite of the distance. 
　There are many similarities between the two cities in terms of resources and 
development goals: Qingdao is located at the coast of the Yellow Sea, while 
Chicago is situated on the bank of Lake Michigan; Qingdao is the country's only 
pilot area for wealth management and financial reform, while Chicago is a 
well-known international financial center; Qingdao and Chicago are 
demonstration cities designated by the Ministry of Commerce for China-U.S. 
economic and trade cooperation at local levels.
　In spite of being separated by the Pacific Ocean and the North American 
Continent, the two cities became international economic cooperation partners in 
2014. 
　That enables them to share aspirations and historic opportunities. 
　Since 2012, the Chinese Ministry of Commerce, together with relevant 
provinces and municipalities in China, and the states of California, Iowa, Texas, 
Michigan, Washington and New York and the city of Chicago, established a joint 
working group for trade and investment cooperation.
　Qingdao joined the working group with the states of California and the city of 
Chicago, and established partnerships with San Francisco, Chicago and the state 
of Georgia, changing the previous cooperation pattern from being focused on 
chambers of commerce ( business associations) to being focused on local 
government-led communication and cooperation.
　A recent record of economic and trade exchanges shows the friendship 
between the two cities. 
　Qingdao took part in a series of activities held in Chicago for China-U.S. local 
economic and trade cooperation last June, attracting nearly 800 people from 
government units and business circles; representing Chinese cities in the 
China-Chicago Working Group, Qingdao attended a roundtable meeting for 
political and business leaders in China and Midwest U.S.; since last year, 
Qingdao companies such as Haier, Tsingtao Beer, CRRC Sifang and Zhongqing 
Jianan Group attended a range of forums such as Investment and Trade 
Cooperation Forum for Chinese Provinces (Cities) and the Midwestern U.S., and 
B2B business talks to explore business opportunities. 
　In the meantime, Ma Weigang, director of Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, as a 
representative of Chinese cities, attended a luncheon hosted by Chicago Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel and held talks with him. “We propose that World Business 
Chicago set a China office in Qingdao to promote bilateral economic and trade 
exchanges, and the next investment cooperation forum for Chinese cities and 
Chicago be held in Qingdao,” Ma Weigang said. 
　Emanuel happily accepted the proposal and noted that there was a solid 
foundation, huge potential and broad prospects for cooperation between Chicago 
and Qingdao. “The visits by the Qingdao delegation in recent years have left me 
with a deep impression of Qingdao, and I will visit Qingdao at an opportune 
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time. We'll visit each other and consider setting up a China office in 
Qingdao,” Emanuel responded. 

Cooperation 
　The day-long forum was fruitful.
　Nearly 20 Qingdao companies attended the forum and held talks with 
their American counterparts for cooperation projects. 
　Haier discussed with World Business Chicago on the establishment of 
an R&D center in the U.S.; Hikingic Commerce Co., Ltd talked with 
Advanced Medical Technology Association (AdvaMed) on trade 
cooperation in medical equipment, instruments and technology; Qingdao 
CNCI held joint investment talks with CIVP Foundation; Qingdao New 
Land Agricultural Technology Ltd contacted two agriculture-related firms 
in Chicago for cooperation in smart planting equipment; Allbright 
(Qingdao) Law Office communicated with Tennessee China Development 
Center (China Office) for further discussions in Qingdao on bilateral 
investment and trade and the establishment of a Qingdao office.
　Extensive cooperation results from ever-increasing economic and trade 
exchanges and communication between Qingdao and Chicago.
　The commencement ceremony for a new plant of CRRC Sifang was 
held in Chicago on March 16, 2017.
　One year earlier, CRRC Sifang won the contract through public 
tendering for providing 846 subway coaches worth US$1.3 billion, the 
largest order in the U.S. history. It is also a historic record for China's 
export of subway coaches to a developed country.
　The project came with high expectations. A congratulatory letter from 
Cui Tiankai, Chinese Ambassador to the United States, hailed the project 
as “a new paradigm for China-U.S. economic cooperation at local levels.”
　On the ground breaking ceremony, Emanuel expressed his gratitude for 
CRRC Sifang's investment in the plant in Chicago, “This great investment 
will serve as a new growth driver for the southeast of Chicago and the 
entire City of Chicago , and help Chicago build a brand-new 21st century 
urban transit system. I hope that the cooperation between Chicago and 
CRRC Sifang is not limited to the plant, but a lasting relationship of 
mutual benefits.”
　Focusing on economy and trade cooperation, exchanges between 
Qingdao and Chicago in other areas are increasing. The Institute of Public 
Governance of Shandong University jointly established by Shandong 
University and the University of Chicago was inaugurated in the Qingdao 
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Campus of Shandong University last July, and has achieved rich academic fruits. At the 
end of this month, a concert will be held in the west coast of Qingdao, where Chicago 
Chamber Orchestra “Momento Virtuosi” will give wonderful performances.

Win-Win Cooperation
　Win-win cooperation is bound to last. 
　The startup story of an American guy Mathew Bruno in Qingdao, who founded 
ReSource Pro Qingdao in 2003, was selected as a case by Harvard Business School. At 
present, the company has become a leading enterprise boasting four overseas delivery 
centers taking more than 65% of the market share in the insurance outsourcing sector.
　Besides, Lucent Technologies, a Fortune 500 U.S. company, set up an R&D center in 
Qingdao in 2000; in June last year, the Hewlett Packard Global Big Data Application 
Center started construction in Qingdao, which will be a “Bell Laboratory” in the big data 
industry; in June this year, the Qingdao-Amazon AWS Joint Innovation Center Youth 
Innovation Start-Up Base opened for business, which is the first joint innovation center in 
Qingdao licensed by AWS.
　Statistical data.
　According to statistics by Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, the U.S. is Qingdao's largest 

trade partner and fourth largest foreign investor. In the first five months of this year, the 
import and export volume between Qingdao and the U.S. hit US$4.764 billion, up 12.9% 
y-o-y, and as of May this year, there were a total of 1907 U.S. invested projects in Qingdao.
　Trade is a two-way street. While U.S. businesses invest in Qingdao, Qingdao enterprises 
are also making investments in the U.S.
　Haier established an R&D facility in the U.S. in 1999, which adopts localized 
management, providing nearly 180 jobs for the local residents, with a production capacity 
for 200,000 units per annum; Hisense set up a branch company in the U.S., and the products 
are sold across the country; in 2008, Qingdao Kingking established an oil & gas 
development company in the U.S., which has acquired mining rights covering a land area of 
approximately 465 square kilometers in the U.S., with an annual output of 3 million tons of 
oil equivalent.
　It is worth mentioning that Qingdao has creatively set up overseas business centers across 
the world. In 2016, its U.S. business center was inaugurated in San Francisco, serving as an 
agency for local economic and trade cooperation in the U.S.
　Qingdao is committed to the construction of an innovative city for China-U.S. economic 
and trade cooperation at local levels in the capacity of a key city for local economic and 
trade cooperation between the two countries. We are sure that there is a bright future ahead.
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Qingdao on the Way 
to an International 
Metropolis

　The 2nd Meeting of Qingdao Municipal Advisory Committee for 
International City Strategy (QMACICS) was held on September 5 in 
Qingdao, attracting well-known experts from home and abroad.
　It is a huge project to build an internationalized city. As the highest think 
tank ever in Qingdao, QMACICS shoulders important responsibilities for 
the success of this project. 
　Through sustained and fruitful efforts, Qingdao is advancing step by step 
from concept to action towards an international metropolis.

Advice from high-level think tank
　“Building an international ocean city: Opening-Up and New Growth 
Driver under the Background of Globalization” was the theme for the 2nd 
Meeting. The experts attending the meeting provided dozens of suggestions 
from various aspects. 
　Norbert Egger, the former deputy mayor and acting mayor of Mannheim, 
Germany, and also an honorary citizen of Qingdao said: “Qingdao enjoys 
rich tourism resources and a lot of excellent research institutions, therefore, 
Qingdao has the responsibility to protect the environment when it is 
integrating and exploiting these resources. For instance, a high-level 
taskforce may be established for that, and set an example for others.” He 
then suggested that railway cargo liners could be operated to strengthen the 
ties between the two cities. 
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　On the Meeting, Zhang Jiangting, secretary of the CPC Qingdao Committee and 
co-director of Qingdao Municipal Committee for International City Strategy awarded letters 
of appointment to the newly-engaged experts. Li Zhaoxing, former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, is chief adviser of the Committee, while Long Yongtu, former Vice Minister of 
Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation, is the Director.
　The Committee is composed of senior diplomats, famous experts, scholars and 
transnational corporation executives from nearly 20 nations including China, Germany, 
Japan, R.O.K., Singapore and Thailand, covering such fields as finance, trade, foreign 
affairs, planning, tourism, environmental protection, conference and exhibition, 
transportation, ocean and law.
　“Qingdao was uplifted into the rank of international metropolis after the SCO Qingdao 
Summit. However, we need to work even harder to maintain such a position, and we need the 
participation by more public forces,” Zhang Jiangting added that every suggestion would be 
taken seriously and implemented.
　“After the meeting, we shall immediately interact with relevant departments to implement 
and document the suggestions, and provide feedback to the experts,” Meng Fanli, mayor of 
Qingdao and co-director of Qingdao Municipal Committee for International City Strategy, 
said after the last Meeting of QMACICS, “The purpose of this Committee is to use “foreign 
brainpower” to view Qingdao and its international city strategy from different perspectives.”
　Wu Changqi, Professor with Guanghua School of Management of Peking University and 
one of the longest-serving experts with QMACICS, said: “Qingdao has made breakthroughs 

in international city construction, especially after the SCO Qingdao Summit, Qingdao 
accelerated its pace in building an international metropolis and started a new journey.”
　A Secretariat was set up for QMACICS as an office for maintaining day-to-day working 
mechanism. 

Institutional innovation
　“We should promote the artisan spirit of Haier Group to regard product’ s users the 
utmost, to strengthen the protection of the Jiaozhou Bay, to increase the green area in the 
newly developed high-rising residential communicates, and to guide the enterprises directly 
under the Municipal Government for a coordinated development,” Li Zhaoxing proposed at 
the First Meeting of QMACICS. 
　Statistics show that a total of 62 proposals were received in the 1st Meeting, which were 
confirmed by the Municipal Government for action. Measures were taken to ensure the 
feedback of the implementation of each of the actions. Some proposals were included in the 
“Action Plan for ‘Internationalization+’ in Qingdao” . 
　“Building an international city in Qingdao is not for show, nor is a mere slogan. We can 
see that Qingdao documented the proposals we made in the last meeting and assigned tasks 
to relevant departments for action,” Long Yongtu said after hearing a report on actions taken 
for the implementation of proposals by experts in the last meeting.
　In addition, a new driving mechanism for international city strategy has been innovated in 
Qingdao. The execution of biennial working system and biennial working plan is one of the 
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innovations for the construction of international city. At 
present, Qingdao has issued two biennial action plans, 
namely, 2016-2017 and 2018-2019 “Action Plan for 
‘Internationalization+’ of Qingdao” , which included 100 
and 200 key works respectively, covering economic 
development, city planning, social governing, public service, 
international exchange, culture and environment, and 
introduction of talents. The 100 tasks included in the 
2016-2017 Action Plan have been basically completed, while 
the 200 tasks in the 2018-2019 Action Plan are being 
executed. 
　Qingdao published twice the “Case Study Manual for 
‘Internationalization+’ Action Plan” including 80 cases in the 
first edition and 132 cases in the second as an international 
benchmark and a guideline for the implementation of the 
Action Plan.
　An officer in Qingdao Center for International City 
Strategy said, “A International City Strategy Committee was 
established in Qingdao operating under a “8+30+1” 
mechanism: 8 task forces + 30 professional teams + 1 
Secretariat. This mechanism can generate synergy and 
guarantee steady progress and effective implementation of 
the International City Strategy” . 

　Documents such as “The International City Strategic Index 
System for Qingdao” and the “Assessment of the Implementation 
of the International City Strategy” provide detailed guidelines for 
the implementation of international city strategy in Qingdao. 
　Effective use of capital may also accelerate the construction of 
an international city. The “Blue Bay International City 
Development Foundation” was inaugurated in Qingdao during 
the meeting. 
　A high-level committee, a high-level consultation committee, a 
high starting-point foundation, tangible and feasible action plans 
and a case study manual constitute the effective methods and 
mechanisms discovered by Qingdao through exploration. Some 
experts expressed after their investigations in Qingdao that 
“Qingdao has taken effective measures and made remarkable 
progresses in building an international city, which are very 
impressive indeed.” 

Steady progress 
　Some reports from domestic and international institutions 
confirmed the significant achievements in the implementation of 
international city strategy and new level of development in the 
construction of international city. 
　In the 2016 Ranking of World Cities released by the 
Globalization And World Cities Research Network (GAWC) in 
June 2017, Qingdao was ranked at the 143rd place in the “Gamma
＋” group from the 193rd place in the 2012 ranking; In September 
of the same year, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) released 
“Progress Appraisal for International City Strategy for Qingdao 
(2016/2017)” , pointing out that Qingdao has made significant 
progresses in the year 2016/2017 in the construction of 
international city; In October of the same year, the Chinese 
Academy of Science (School of Finance and Economics) and the 
United Nations Human Settlements Program jointly released 
“2017-2018 Global City Competitiveness” which classified 
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Qingdao as C+ City, ranking 85th in the world and 15th in China 
in term of economic competitiveness; recently, Shanghai 
Academy of Social Science issued the “International City Blue 
Paper: International City Development Report (2018)” , which 
listed Qingdao as a third-tier city in the world.
　It was pointed out that Qingdao made significant achievements 
in the construction of international city and took a leading 
position in opening up in the reports and statements issued by the 
GAWC, PwC, Peking University, Zhejiang University and 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, etc.
　Connecting the constantly-rising dots, one can get a steady 
graphic curve showing the development in the international city 
construction. 
　Statistics from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce show that 
Qingdao registered a total international trade volume of USD 
67.86 billion in the first seven months this year, up 7.6%, 
approved 584 FDI projects, up 50.52%, filed 68 ODI projects, 
and invested USD 1.348 billion, up 108.79. These data create a 
vivid picture of the economic and trade internationalization of 
Qingdao based on the “International City Strategic Index System 
for Qingdao” . 
　Foreigners living and working in Qingdao have intimate 
feelings about Qingdao, reflecting the international appealing to 
the foreigners. Rim Yong-chol, a businessman from the 
R.O.K.and the first foreign investor in Qingdao, said: “I have lived 
in Qingdao for 27 years, and I witnessed the internationalization 
of the city and the ever-increasing degree of openness. This has 
made me as a foreigner more and more convenient to live and 
work in Qingdao.” Qingdao has been listed as “the most 
attractive cities for foreign talents” for seven consecutive times 
thanks to the recommendation of such foreigners. 
　“Zhanqiao Pier” , the traditional symbol of Qingdao, looks 
like an anchor chain on the map, while the city of Qingdao looks 
like a ship sailing the ocean. Now the anchor has been weighed 
and the ship has started its journey from the new starting point – 
the SCO Qingdao Summit, towards the destination – an 
international ocean city.
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Written by Zhao Wei and Yang Yao

Qingdao to Advance 
Higher-Level Opening-Up

　Qingdao was one of the first coastal cities in China opening to the outside world.
　After four decades’ reform and opening-up, Qingdao has achieved notable social and economic 
development. Realizing the benefits brought by reform and opening-up, Qingdao has no choice but has 
to open wider in the new round of development. 
　The Report of the 19th CPC National Congress has made arrangements to build a modern economic 
system and promote overall opening-up.
　Qingdao is standing at a new starting point to start a higher level of opening up with higher 
orientation, higher standard and higher quality: to promote all-round and overall opening-up by the 
construction of an international city, to cultivate market along the Belt and Road, to construct the 
China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone, to build a modern 
international trade operation system, to make economic and trade partners world wide, and to deepen 
local economic and trade cooperation.

　From this edition on, a two-part serial report will be published on the practices of higher level 
opening-up in Qingdao. 
　The development potentiality of Qingdao is being exploited through high level opening-up. The 
SCO Summit in Qingdao this June uplifted Qingdao into the rank of international metropolis and 
provided new development opportunities for higher-level opening-up. 
　“Reform and opening-up are essential to Qingdao to walk ahead of the time. There is no limit to 
practice and development, and there is no limit to reform and opening-up. We must firmly deepen the 
reform and expand the opening-up, continue to unleash new vitality and create new superiorities.” said 
Zhang Tingjiang, Member of the Standing Committee of CPC Shandong Committee and Secretary of 
CPC Qingdao Committee.

High positioning - an international maritime city
　A higher level of opening-up requires a higher level of positioning. 
　A Vision Report provides higher level of positioning for Qingdao. The “Vision Statement for 
Qingdao in the Implementation of International City Strategy (2017/2050)” proposed that from 2020 to 
2035, Qingdao will enhance international influence and modern city quality, lay a solid foundation for 
a regional central international trade city in East Asia, and build an international maritime city step by 
step. From 2035 to the middle of this Century (2050), Qingdao will become an international maritime 
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city with strong economic power, excellent cultural soft power and great international influence. 
　All-round and overall opening-up is the practice of Qingdao in building an international 
maritime city and stepping up higher level opening-up. Implementation of international city 
strategy has become an innovation mechanism in Qingdao. 
　Based on such the benchmarks as international advanced concept, standard and pattern, 
Qingdao worked out the Guideline for Opening-up and Promotion of International City Strategy 
in Qingdao, Qingdao International City Strategy Index System, and Manual of Benchmark Cities 
for International City Construction, set up a working framework system including 8 taskforces, 
30 professional working groups and the Secretariat of Qingdao Municipal Commission for 
International City Strategy Consultation. To include such top design in the “Internationalization+” 
Action Plan, 300 specific working programs have been formulated in two rounds focusing on the 
five internationalization's, namely enterprise internationalization, market internationalization, 
industry internationalization, park internationalization and city internationalization, so as to make 
the long term strategy of the construction of an international city more workable, visible and 
practicable. 
　Consisting 49 domestic and foreign specialists and consultants, Qingdao Municipal 
Commission for International City Strategy Consultation is a “think-tank” of the highest level in 
Qingdao in recent years. The second meeting of this think-tank will be held in a few days in 
Qingdao to chart a way forward for the city development focusing on “international maritime 
city: the opening-up and new growth driver under the new global situation” . In addition, 
“Qingdao Blue Bay International City Development Foundation” will be inaugurated on the 
meeting. 
　These innovative moves constitute systematic and efficient operation system that breaks down 
the objectives for building a maritime city to facilitate the implementation thereof. 
　Rome was not built in a day. In the quadrennial Ranking of World Cities released by the 
Globalization and World Cities Research Network (GAWC) in 2017, Qingdao was up to the 143rd 
place in “Gamma＋” Group from the 236th place in “High Efficiency” Group in the previous 
ranking. Now, Qingdao is ranked in the same group as Osaka of Japan, Birmingham of the Great 
Britain and St. Petersburg of Russia. 
　Meng Fanli, Mayor of Qingdao said: “We must step up opening-up and foster new growth 
drivers. Resolution is more important than understanding, accountability is more important than 
approach. Qingdao will implement a new round of opening-up at a higher point, with broader 
vision and courage and in a finer and more practical style in a bid to build a livable, happy, 
innovative and international city.”

Cultivate the market along the Belt and Road at a higher point
　One can only look far when he is standing at a high position. 
　The Belt and Road initiative opened a new “opportunity window” for Qingdao, and offered a 
new path for higher level of opening-up.
　Statistics from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce show that from January to June this year, 
Qingdao’ s export and import volume with countries along the Belt and Road stood at RMB 
116.953 billion, taking 48.8% of the total export and import of Qingdao, and in the same period, 
Qingdao-based enterprises invested in 28 projects in countries and regions along the Belt and 
Road at a total contract capital of US$1.04 billion. 

Landscape of Mt. Laoshan, Qingdao
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　Economic and trade cooperation is the foundation and propeller for the construction of Belt and Road. 
　The construction of the China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone is another 
achievement by SCO Qingdao Summit, creating a new starting point for the construction of the Belt and Road, for 
the expansion and upgrading of local economic and trade cooperation with SCO member states and for creating an 
overall opening-up pattern in the new era. 
　Hardship is the synonym for pioneering. Taking the opportunities and acting on our own initiative, Qingdao is 
making every effort to participate in the construction of the Belt and Road. Led by the construction of the 
China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone, Qingdao is building a 
demonstration city for Belt and Road local economic and trade cooperation. 
　Qingdao takes resolute and practical actions in building a demonstration city which has become a new 
national strategy: to set up a leading group for Belt and Road construction, 7 taskforces covering economy 
and trade, talent, finance, tourism, transportation and logistics, foreign affairs and promotion, marine 
economy, science and technology, set up high-end think-tanks such as Maritime Silk Road Institute, to 
carry out 30 major researches for the Belt and Road construction, and to step up the construction of 
reserve warehouse for major Belt and Road projects……
　According to the global cooperation plan, the China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation 
Demonstration Zone will deepen cooperation with SCO member states, connect the two major 
global economic rings, namely the Asia-Pacific and European markets, create an overall pattern of 
“SCO+X” , and build an important maritime “exit” linking the SCO member states in Central 
Asia and the Asia-Pacific markets.
　To the east, connect Japan, R.O.K., build China-Japan-R.O.K. local economic and trade 
cooperation demonstration city, expand the carrying trade between Japan and R.O.K. in one 
side and Eurasian Continental market including SCO member states in the other side as well 
as third party market cooperation; to the west along the new Eurasian Land-bridge 
Economic Corridor, connect Eurasian Economic Alliance, the Middle-East-Europe 
“16+1” international cooperation mechanism, step up local economic and trade 
cooperation with Middle-East-Europe “16+1” ; southward along the two passages - 
East Asia shipping route and Pan-Asia Railway, connect East Asian Maritime 
Cooperation Platform and ASEAN “10+3” international cooperation mechanism, 
take part in the construction of the China-Pakistan economic corridor and 
China-Bangladesh-India-Myanmar economic corridor, step up ASEAN “10+3” 
local economic and trade cooperation; northward, connect the cross-Eurasian 
Railway in Russian and “the road on grassland” in Mongolia, integrate with the 
China-Russia-Mongolia economic corridor; connect the international 
cooperation mechanisms such as China-Portuguese-Speaking Countries 
Cooperation Forum to expand global economic and trade cooperation 
focusing on Latin America and Africa, and make concerted effort to build 
an international trade channel connecting Eurasia Continent market and 
Asia-Pacific market. 
　The development plan for the China-SCO Local Economic and Trade 
Cooperation Demonstration Zone has been completed with persistent 
efforts. Leveraging the function of Qingdao Multimodal Transport 
Customs Supervision Center, and adopting an operation model of 
“cross border development featuring logistics and trade, industrial 
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park interaction, and capacity cooperation” , Qingdao will create an important international multimodal trade 
transportation network connecting “Middle Asia and EU in the west, ASEAN and South Asia in the south, 
Japan, Korea and Asia-Pacific in the east, and Mongolia and Russia in the north” .

Quality modern international trade operation system 
　Under the background of open economic development, Qingdao is probing new development patterns to 
boost quality economic development. 
　Qingdao took lead in China in establishing a “Three-in-one” modern international trade index system 
including cargo export and import, service export and import and overseas investment and trade sales. Under 
the new mechanism, Qingdao is deepening international capacity cooperation, fostering new growth drivers; 
stepping up FDI quality and efficiency transformation, cultivating new superiorities for participation of global 
competition and cooperation; optimizing service and promotion system for “going out” , and strengthening 
cooperation service security for FDI. 
　Qingdao established a Library for Overseas Key Economic and Trade Cooperation Projects at a total 
investment of US$20 billion focusing on national key areas in order to deepen international capacity 
cooperation and support the equipment, technology, brand, standard and service to “go out” .
　Among these key projects, Haier Group expanded fridge and washing machine production line in Russia, 
started the expansion of production capacity for white electric products, the annual turnover of Haier-Ruba 
Economic Zone in Pakistan hit US$300 million; Hisense Group started Mexican Plant and Phase II of South 
African Industrial Park, and became the largest TV producer in South Africa with its products sold in 15 
African countries; Phase II of the overseas tire production base invested by Sailun Jinyu Group in Vietnam at a 

total cost of US$460 million is now under construction; Ruichang Cotton has cotton growing and ginning 
projects in 5 African countries benefiting 200,000 rural households. 
　The increase of merger and acquisition is a strong evidence for the quality and efficiency of overseas 
investment by Qingdao. Statistics show that in 2017, Qingdao-based enterprises acquired 18 new projects at a 
total investment of US$1.56 billion. Following are some typical cases: Hisense signed an contract to acquire 
Toshiba TV business at a cost of US$110 million after acquiring Sharp TV businesses in North American in 
2015; Luxin-Rio Group acquired AAM, an English service provider for digital cinema software on the 
upstream industry and Volfoni, A provider for 3D cinema equipment in France, becoming a potential leader in 
cinema technology service sector; Doublestar acquired 45% ownership stake in Kumho Tire, thereby 
becoming its controlling shareholder. 
　The synergy by joining tangible and intangible hands in market economy gives rise to an impeller for 
quality economic development. 
　Qingdao has held series of economic and trade promotions under the theme of “Trade with Qingdao, A 
New Economic Partner” in countries along the Belt and Road. Qingdao has established economic and trade 
partnership with 89 foreign cities (provinces, states and institutions) in 55 countries and regions in Asian, 
Europe, America, Australia and Africa, and strengthened cooperation with high-end professional investment 
service institutions such as public accountants and law firms to understand state policies and enhance 
government-business exchanges. 
　These new drivers, advantages and powers depict new curves for quality economic development in 
Qingdao. Qingdao is opening up to the world at a higher level and higher speed driven by the new systems 
and mechanisms.
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A Statistical Report on 
Qingdao's Foreign Investment

Preamble:
　Four decades of reform and opening-up have brought great changes to Qingdao. 
　As one of China's first coastal cities opening to the world, Qingdao has experienced 
exponential growth in foreign investment, starting from simple-processing and compensation 
trade to export through the use of foreign capital,from undertaking overseas projects to the 
implementation of the “go out” and “bring in” strategy, from service outsourcing to service trade 
and service import and export. The city's foreign investment has become an important driver of 
economic growth.
　These tremendous changes are an exciting scenario brought about by the country's reform and 
opening-up. The opening-up policies greatly stimulated regional development and boosted the 
development of export-oriented economy. From this issue, a series of statistical reports on 
Qingdao's foreign investment, foreign trade, foreign economic cooperation, service outsourcing 
and international service trade, etc will be published to reveal the changes brought by reform and 
opening-up in Qingdao.

　Statistics show that before the reform and opening-up in 1978, the aggregated foreign investment in 
Qingdao was zero, but by June 2018, the figure has reached US$81.54 billion. 
　The use of foreign capital in Qingdao has been skyrocketing thanks to the reform and opening-up. 
　Use of foreign capital plays significant role in economic and social development, in the enhancement of 
city functions and construction of international city in an overall and profound opening-up pattern various 
fields.
　Qingdao started using foreign capital four decades ago from the initial way of simple processing and 
compensation trade, then to the formation of industrial clusters at the beginning of the 21st Century, and 
finally to the recent fast development of service sector which now takes half of the economy. A benign 
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development pattern has taken shape featuring “going out” and “bringing 
in” , high quality and increasingly optimized structure. 
　Such key words as “The first business” , “five steps” , “145 businesses” 
depict a rising development curve for using foreign capital in Qingdao. 
　On December 14, 1984, a cold winter day, the opening ceremony of 
Qingdao Huahe International Leasing Co., Ltd. was full of distinguished 
guests who were eager to witness the inauguration of the first 
Sino-foreign joint venture in Qingdao. 
　It was the first Sino-foreign joint venture in Qingdao and Shandong 
Province and the second one in China. It was incorporated by Qingdao 
Leasing Company, Bank of China Qingdao Trust Consultation 
Company and Showa Leasing Company of Japan, and attracted high 
expectations. 
　In the same year,  the f i rs t  product ive joint  venture in  
Qingdao—Qingdao Hualin Plywood Co. Ltd. was established. 
These “first” joint ventures are the business pilot projects during 
the early stage of reform and opening-up. 
　Statistics from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce show that from 
1992 to 2000, FDI accounted for the major part of foreign 
capital used in Qingdao, and during this period, foreign invested 
projects such as Pohang Steelers, Mitsumi Electric, Lucent and 
Charoen Pokphand was executed in Qingdao. 
　China joined WTO in 2001, and from then on, Qingdao 
started to use foreign capital to boost industrial optimization 
and coordinated regional development.
　This was proved by statistics: in 2003, Qingdao used 
US$1.6 billion of foreign capital only, but in 2008, the 
figure rose to US$3.6 billion, more than doubled. The 
construction of Qianwan Container Terminal was 
determined during this period, which was the largest 
infrastructure construction project based on foreign 
capital in Shandong Province. 
　The five “one-billion-step” during the 12th Five 
Year Plan period represents the “golden era” for 
Qingdao in using foreign capital. 
　From 2011 to 2015, foreign capital used by 
Qingdao made five “one-billion-step” , namely, 
US$3 billion, 4 billion, 5 billion, 6 billion and 7 
billion, taking the lead in Sub-provincial cities in 
China. The foreign capital came from nearly 100 
countries and regions, covering all the major 
economies in the world. 
　The same period saw the increase of foreign 
capital mergers, overseas listings, investment 
companies, venture companies and equity 

contribution projects, such as the strategic 
investment agreement between Haier Group and 
KKR at a cost of US$518 million, the participation 
of Alibaba in RRS Logistics involving US$250 
million foreign capital, the listing of the Bank of 
Qingdao and Qingdao Port Group in Hong Kong, and 
the  l i s t ing  o f  Ha ie r  In te l l igence  Hea l th  and  
Sino-German Eco-Park Group in the securities market 
in Hong Kong and Germany respectively……
　As the golden medal winner for investment cities, 
Qingdao has become the best choice for foreign investors. 
“Invest in Qingdao” has became a world brand. 
　In the new era, Qingdao remains to be one of the 
investment magnets for Fortune 500 companies worldwide.
　According to statistics by Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, 
from 2016 to June 2018, Fortune 500 giants such as Airbus of 
Germany, Volkswagon of Germany, Goldman Sachs of 
America, Amazon of America and SanPaulo IMI of Italy 
invested in 28 projects in Qingdao. Now, the 276 projects 
invested by 144 Fortune 500 giants have become mainstays in 
their respective sectors.
　The Siemens (Qingdao) Innovation Center is the first project 
for intelligent manufacturing innovation for the application of 
Industry 4.0 established by Siemens outside Germany; Qingdao 
Yicai Wealth Management Ltd. Is the first solely foreign invested 
wealth management business in China. There are other foreign 
invested projects in the city, such as Qingdao-HP Software Global Big 
Data, AWS Incubator, Airbus Helicopter's first H135 helicopter 
assembly line outside Europe, and joint venture between BAIC and 
Canada's EMV for auto production, just to name a few.
　These foreign investment  projects  manifes t  the  profound 
transformation of foreign capital utilization from focusing on 
manufacture industry to centering on both manufacture and service 
industries. 
　In order to promote foreign investment and serve the foreign investors, a 
new type of modern industrial investment promotion system driven by 
“massive enterprise survey by 30 professional investment promotion teams” 
was introduced in Qingdao, which helped to step up the transformation of 
investment promotion concept from traditional mode focusing on two factors, 
namely preferential policy and government-driven pattern to modern modes 
focusing on four factors including environment enhancement, capital operation, 
preferential policy and government-driven pattern, thus channeling various 
capitals into leading industries and strategic emerging industries.  
　The SCO Qingdao Summit heralded a new era for Qingdao's international 
development and will attract more domestic and overseas investment in the future.

A Statistical Report on 
Qingdao's 40 Years of 
Opening-up and Reform
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　Qingdao is a coastal city blessed by abundant marine resources and an open, dynamic 
maritime nature. Businesses born in Qingdao have inherited such a nature and rush to tap 
international markets.
　According to statistics from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, Qingdao had hardly any overseas 
investment before 1983, but as of June 2018, the city's overseas investment has grown to 
US$32.434 billion. During the four decades of reform and opening-up, Qingdao has invested in 
1560 overseas projects in 99 countries and regions across the world, with a total investment of 
US$32.434 billion.
　Behind these seemingly dull data is the undoubted fact that an internationalized and 
foreign-oriented economy has taken shape in Qingdao.
　In 1983, Qingjian Group made its first step to the international market by undertaking a China 
aid project, marking a breakthrough in overseas investment.
　Since then, Qingdao-based businesses have vied to seek development in the international 
market.
　In 1990, Qingdao International Economic and Technological Cooperation Corporation 
obtained the city's first license for international employee secondments (including seamen), 
international project contracting and economic assistance. In 1996, Haier and other 
Qingdao-based companies started building overseas plants in the Philippines, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and other countries.
　"Before 2001, Qingdao-based businesses made foreign direct investment through trade, later 
their FDI was made through overseas processing trade, cross-border acquisition and merger, 
overseas R&D, overseas resource development and construction of overseas industrial parks," an 
official with Qingdao Bureau of Commerce said. 
　After China’ s entry into the WTO in 2001, Qingdao-based businesses began to change their 
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overseas operations dominated by trade liaison services to those 
dominated by overseas production and sales, and to change their 
overseas trade representative offices to overseas sales companies.
　Mechanism is also productivity. During this period, the municipal 
government of Qingdao released “Opinions on Implementing the 
‘Going Out’ Strategy” , “Opinions on Further Implementing the ‘Going 
Out’ Strategy” and “Opinions on Encouraging Private Businesses to ‘Go 
Out’” . Haier, Hisense and other Qingdao-based businesses began to set 
up overseas sales companies, improve their sales networks, build 
overseas factories for localized operation; private businesses such as 
Jifa, Kingking, MESNAC and Ruichang Cotton began to build overseas 
plants; construction companies such as Qingjian Group took the 
opportunity of foreign-aid projects to set up overseas construction 
companies to undertake local real estate development projects. 
　The dual position of Qingdao as an important node city and a pivot 
city in the Belt and Road Initiative provide a new direction for 
Qingdao's further opening-up. 
　Qingdao has been implementing an opening-oriented development 
strategy combining “going out” and “bringing in” since 2012. “The 
Opinions on Upgrading the Opening-up through ‘Going Out’ and 
‘Bringing In’” was released, and an action plan for doubling the 
development scale through “going out” was made. 
　Haier Group has set up 5 overseas R&D centers, 21 overseas 
industrial parks and 66 overseas trade companies, providing products in 
100 countries and regions; Hisense has established 17 overseas 
branches, 3 overseas factories and 7 R&D centers, selling products in 
130 countries and regions; SEPCOIII and Qingjian Group have become 
powerful international contractors ranking among the top 225 in China.
　Qingdao-based businesses such as Haier, Hisense and Double Star 
acquired or merged with such international brands as Sanyo, Fisher & 
Paykel, GE, Sharp and Kumho Tire, acquiring their market networks 
and advanced technologies, setting up overseas R&D centers to nurture 
high-end brands of their own.
　Qingdao is currently implementing its international city strategy. So 
far, it has signed 89 international economic partners, established 8 
business centers in Singapore, R.O.K, Germany, the United States, 
Japan, Israel, Hong Kong and the United Kingdom. All these will 
greatly promote the “going out” strategy and help more Qingdao-based 
businesses to expand their operations worldwide.
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　There is an international trade index in Qingdao, called Overseas Investment and Trade 
Volume, which is very attractive.
　Overseas investment, trade and sales are playing an increasingly important role in 
Qingdao's international trade. In 2017, its total international trade volume hit US$115 
billion, in which, overseas investment, trade and sales amounted to US$ 24.6 billion, 
representing 21% of the total, up 13% y-o-y. 
　What is overseas investment and trade? It is actually the international trade volume 
generated by an open economy, that is, the sum of purchase, production and marketing by 
Qingdao enterprises doing business abroad. In fact, the establishment of the new index is 
a reflection of the depth and extent of reform and opening-up in Qingdao. 
　The story started from a statistical method by Haier Group.
　In 2015, statistics by the customs showed that Haier's import and export volume 
slightly declined, however, data provided by Haier showed a different story. 
　“At the moment, one third of our products are exported, another one third are sold in 
domestic market, and the rest are manufactured and marketed locally by our overseas 
branches,” said Zhang Ruimin, chairman and CEO of Haier Group. Setting up overseas 
branches to manufacture and market products is an important move made by Haier to 
involve themselves in international division of labor and cooperation. As a result, sales by 
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the overseas branches are an important part of Haier’ s 
international trade, and therefore, the traditional statistical 
method for foreign trade based on customs data can not 
reflect the true picture. 
　Many other Qingdao enterprises like Hisense, Qingjian 
Group, SEPCOIII, Kingking, Sailun, Hiking Group and Jifa 
were also puzzled by the same problem: increasing 
proportion of international business in their international 
trade.
　This problem mainly exists in international enterprises in 
Qingdao. Along with economic globalization, more and more 
Qingdao businesses expand their business overseas to take 
part in the division of labor and cooperation in the global 
value chain, which brought significant changes to the form, 
structure and scale of the city's foreign trade.
　A series of explorations were carried out in Qingdao in an 
effort to deepen the reform and opening-up, establish an open 
economic system and modern international trade mechanism. 
　In 2016, under the guidance of the Ministry of Commerce, 
Qingdao introduced the “three-in-one” modern international 
trade system integrating cargo import and export, service 
import and export, and overseas investment and trade.
　In the same year, overseas investment, trade and sales 
amounted to  US$ 21.61 bi l l ion,  boost ing the total  
international investment to a historical high of US$ 100.5 
billion and setting up a milestone in Qingdao's foreign trade 
history.
　According to experts, the modern international trade index 
system is a system of statistics, evaluation and assessment, 
and a “baton” for international trade and policy. The attempts 
by Qingdao in establishing its modern international trade 
index system is an important step towards a a new international 
trade system.
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　The just-ended SCO Qingdao Summit led to the establishment 
of a “China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation 
Demonstration Zone” in Qingdao and sped up the construction of 
an international metropolis in Qingdao. Qingdao is now working 
hard to magnify the post-summit effects by promoting the 
construction of the demonstration zone and expanding local 
cooperation in more fields.

Opening international trade corridors
　“Connecting Japan, R.O.K. and Asia-Pacific in the east, Central 
Asia and EU in the west, ASEAN and South Asia in the south, and 
Mongolia and Russia in the north” . According to the plan for the 
“China-SCO Loca l  Economic  and  Trade  Coopera t ion  
Demonstration Zone” in the Eurasian Economic and Trade 
Cooperation Industrial Park in Qingdao, the Port of Qingdao shall 
be built into an important maritime gateway to SCO member 
countries, Japan, R.O.K. and the Asia-Pacific region, to offer a 
new opportunity for Qingdao to expand local economic and trade 
cooperation with the neighboring countries and regions.
　On July 5, a Qingdao business delegation led by Ma Weigang, 
director of Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, visited the Trilateral 
(China-Japan-R.O.K.) Cooperation Secretariat (TCS) in Seoul, 
and the two sides held talks on the promotion of cooperation at 
local levels. 
　The TCS was set up in 2011 with its office in Seoul and a 
rotating secretary-general nominated by the three nations in the 
sequence of R.O.K., Japan and China. 
　The Qingdao business delegation briefed on the social and 
economic development in Qingdao, the economic and trade 
cooperation between Qingdao and R.O.K., and opportunities for 
the expansion of local mutual investment and trade between 
Qingdao, R.O.K. and Japan offered by the construction of the 
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“China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone” 
in Qingdao under the sponsorship of the Chinese Government. 
　The “China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration 
Zone is located in the Eurasian Economic and Trade Cooperation Industrial 
Park, where China’ s fist coastal Multimodal Transport Customs Supervision 
Center, which was set up in 2014, is also located. Therefore, multimodal 
transport links are important for the future operation of the demonstration 
zone. 
　Cargoes arrived at the Port of Qingdao from across the world can be 
distributed to inland destinations through the marine-railway multimodal 
transport system in Jiaozhou, Qingdao, where there are international trains to 
Central Asia and Europe, R.O.K., ASEAN and South Asia, Mongolia and 
Russia, and there are railway-marine multimodal transport links connecting 
Japan and R.O.K. at Qingdao Port.
　Thus, the demonstration zone serves as a maritime gateway connecting 
SCO countries to the Asia-Pacific market, and a platform for transshipment of 
commodities from Japan and R.O.K. to Eurasian markets. 
　Qingdao has launched five international trains: the Central-Asia train, 
China-Europe train, China-R.O.K. express train, China-Mongolia train, and 
ASEAN special train. The Central-Asia train goes through Alataw Pass and 
Khorgos to Kazakhstan and Kyrghyzstan, the China-Europe train arrives at 

Moscow of Russia via Manchuria in the Inner Mongolia, the China-Mongolia 
train reaches Ulan Bator via Erenhot, the China-R.O.K. express train connects 
Inchon in R.O.K. and Shilong in Guangdong province, while the ASEAN 
special train goes through Pingxiang in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region 
to Lang Son, Dong Dang and Hanoi in Vietnam.
　“It is our hope that the Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat (TCS) will 
support the construction of local economic and trade cooperation 
demonstration zone in Qingdao under the framework of China-Japan-R.O.K. 
Free Trade Agreement and help Japan and R.O.K. to develop the Eurasian 
market,” Ma Weigang said.
　Lee Jong-heon, Secretary-General of TCS said, China-Japan-R.O.K. 
cooperation maintained a good momentum and TCS would support the 
cooperation between cities in the three countries, support the construction of 
the China-Japan-R.O.K. local economic and trade cooperation demonstration 
zone in Qingdao, initiate a forum for pilot cities for China-Japan-R.O.K. local 
economic and trade cooperation, and relevant events in Qingdao.
　“We have realized the importance of globalization and open local 
cooperation. We must maintain the momentum of local cooperation and 
jointly promote development,” said Yasushi Yamamoto, deputy secretary 
general of TCS from Japan, who expressed great interest in the potential local 
cooperation. Han Mei, deputy secretary general of TCS, said that cities like 
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Qingdao should be supported to expand cooperation 
leveraging their own advantages. 

New consensus
　On July 3, the Qingdao delegation visited Pusan, 
R.O.K., Qingdao's first international partner city.
　Fruitful communications and exchanges between the 
two cities are recorded in a chronicle of events: In March 
2003, Qingdao and Pusan became sister cities; in August 
2012, the two cities established economic and trade 
cooperation partnership and Port of Pusan and Port of 
Qingdao became sister ports, with active exchanges in 
port logistics, finance, economy and trade; in 2014 and 
2016, Pusan attended two roundtable meetings for 
international economic and trade partners in Qingdao; in 
November 2016 and March 2018, the 1st and 2nd Joint 
Session of Qingdao-Pusan Economic Cooperation 
Council were held in Qingdao and Pusan respectively. 
　“Both sides can jointly drive R.O.K. businesses to 
expand cooperation in cross-border logistics and transit 
trade targeted at the Eurasian market through the platform 
of the SCO local cooperation demonstration zone in 
Qingdao, which create more opportunities for local 
economic and trade cooperation under the framework of 
China-Japan-R.O.K. FTA and can facilitate economic and 
trade cooperation between the two sides through local 
cooperation,” Ma Weigang said.
　Warm response to Qingdao's initiative.
　Song Ryang-ho, director of Pusan Industry and Trade 
Bureau, agreed with the initiative from Qingdao. “We 
will carefully discuss all these proposals and give you a 
reply,” he said, who offered to attend the 2018 Qingdao 
Roundtable for International Economic Partners in 
August this year, and discuss matters about the 3rd Joint 
Session of Qingdao-Pusan Economic Cooperation 
Council.
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Extensive visits and communications 
　Qingdao made a great step forward towards an international metropolis after 
the SCO Summit. To Qingdao, building an international city is its persistent 
pursuit.
　Located in Seoul, R.O.K., the World Smart and Sustainable Cities 
Organization is committed to the development of smart cities based on 
information, communication, technology and e-administration. Both sides 
reached consensus during their first meeting that was dominated by the theme of 
“internationalization” .
　“We very much hope to cooperate with Qingdao in innovation and 
entrepreneurship, construction of smart industry parks, and development of an 
international city strategy evaluation system,” said David Hamm, executive 
secretary-general of the World Smart and Sustainable Cities Organization.
　The meeting was short but fruitful. The World Smart and Sustainable Cities 
Organization will cooperate with Qingdao Center for the Promotion of 
International City Strategy and Qingdao Institute of the University of International 

Business and Economics in internationalization, and the cooperation items have 
been included in the agenda. 
　Visit to Incheon, R.O.K.
　The New Songdo City, located in Incheon, the second largest port in R.O.K., 
is an emerging free-trade and international business center, which coincides with 
the free trade port area that is envisaged in Qingdao.
　On July 5, the Qingdao business delegation visited the Songdo Free Trade 
Area in Inchon and held talks with Park Jung-jin, an official of the Incheon 
government in charge of cooperation with China.
　Park, who was invited to attend an East Asia Economic Symposium to be 
held in October in Incheon to discuss cooperation issues, expressed willingness 
to consider establishing economic partnerships with Qingdao.
　Progress has been made in cooperation between enterprises. On July 6, 
member of the Qingdao business delegation attended the delivery ceremony for 
the acquisition of Kumho Tire by Qingdao Doublestar and witnessed the tie-up 
of the two tire giants.
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　Qingdao Business Center (U.K.), the 8th overseas 
Qingdao business center, opened for business on July 16, 
2018 in London It is a great achievement of the Qingdao 
government delegation to the U.K. for promotion of 
China-U.K. local economic and trade cooperation. The 
delegation also visited Germany and Poland, where a 
series of economic and trade promotion activities were 
held and cooperation agreements inked, opening a new 
way for local economic and trade cooperation. 
　In the meantime, a forum on China (Qingdao)-U.K. 
local economic and trade cooperation was held. Liu 
Jianjun, vice mayor of Qingdao, attended the meeting and 
delivered a speech. He said that the  Qingdao Business 
Center (U.K.) should operate under the framework of the 
China-U.K. Local Economic and Trade Cooperation 
Agreement, focusing on economic and trade cooperation 
and cultural exchange, servicing investment by U.K. 
enterprises in Qingdao and supporting investment by 
Qingdao-based businesses in the U.K., and building new 
platforms for upgrading cooperation between Qingdao 
and U.K. 
　"Great cooperative achievements have been attained in 
finance, sports and creative design, and it is believed that 
with the opening of Qingdao Business Center (U.K.), the 
cooperation between both sides will be even closer," said 
John McCollin, vice chairman of China Britain Business 
Council (CBBC). He said that Qingdao enjoyed a high 
reputation among the member businesses of CBBC, and 
was regarded as one of the most livable and prosperous 
cities in China. He was deeply impressed with the brands 
and achievements in port logistics, home appliances and 
electronics and industrial manufacture in Qingdao. 
　Jin Xu, Minister-Counsellor with the Chinese Embassy 
in U.K., said in his speech that Qingdao had been 
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maintaining close contact with the U.K. since 2015 when 
it was designated by the State as one of the first key cities 
for China-U.K. investment and trade cooperation, and 
had made positive contributions to the “golden age” for 
China-U.K. relations by holding economic and trade 
promotions in the U.K. every year.
　As one of the first key cities for China-U.K. investment 
and trade cooperation, Qingdao is actively executing the 
overall plan for China-U.K. local investment and trade 
cooperation and has helped upgrade the economic and 
trade exchanges between the two nations to a new level. 
　Statistics from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce show 
that the U.K. is the seventh trade partner for Qingdao, and 
the number one European foreign capital provider. In 
2017, total trade between Qingdao and U.K hit RMB 8.1 
billion, and in the same year, China-U.K. Innovation 
Industrial Park was jointly established by both sides in 
the West Coast New District of Qingdao. Known as the 
“Sailing City” , Qingdao has been co-organizer with 
Great Britain of Clipper Race for 13 consecutive years 
and has become the oldest co-organizer for this event. In 
addition, Qingdao-London international flight has been 
commissioned. 
　The delegation also visited Germany and Poland and 
held the 2018 China (Qingdao) Economic Growth Driver 
Business Talks in Germany, the first overseas promotion 
meeting held by the Qingdao municipal government after 
the SCO Qingdao Summit, which was well-received by 
the participants.

　The chairman of the Economic Council of Bavaria and 
ex-Economic Minister of Bavaria attended the event and 
made welcoming speeches. He hailed the economic and 
trade cooperation between China and Germany, and 
applauded the efforts of Qingdao to boost bilateral 
cooperation, as well as the achievements made through 
fruitful cooperation between enterprises in both countries 
in the Qingdao Sino-German Eco-Park in passive 
housing, green energy and electric cars. He hoped that 
more and more German businesses could invest in 
Qingdao to create values. 
　The Qingdao government delegation also visited the 
City Council of Regensburg, Department of Economics 
of Bavaria, Department of Economics of Rheinland-Pfalz 
and Munich Exhibition Center, and held a promotion 
meeting under the theme “Focusing on Qingdao-the Most 
Habitable Economic City in China” , in the Chamber of 
Commerce of Frankfurt. These activities promoted 
investment in RECARO and the progress of some key 
projects such as that of FREY Group.  
　During their visit to Poland, the Qingdao delegation 
held a promotion meeting for economic, trade and 
tourism cooperation between Qingdao and Gdansk, 
visited the Economic and Trade Office of the Chinese 
Embassy in Poland, and the Investment and Trade Bureau 
of Poland, promoted the strengths of Qingdao in 
e c o n o m i c s ,  t r a d e  a n d  t o u r i s m ,  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  
infrastructure investment and trade and cooperation 
issues.
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　Haier, Hisense, Tsingtao Beer, Doublestar, Aucma, CRRC 
Sifang …… these well-known brands are the pride of Qingdao, 
one of the first industrialized cities in China. Qingdao 
brands grow with the development of the city and add to the 
prosperity of the city.
　The SCO Qingdao Summit this June heralded a new era 
of international development in Qingdao.
　With the city's ever-increasing international reputation 
and influence,  these Qingdao brands have become 
household names all over the world and key members of the 
“China brands” family in the international market.

How these Qingdao brands forged?
　Every Qingdao brand has a wonderful story. 
　Almost each of the five major Qingdao brands has an 
extraordinary history of brand-forging through the pursue of 
superior quality,  for instance, Haier destroyed the 
off-standard products, Tsingtao Beer suspended production, 
Hisense was “compelled” to have its own brand, while 
Doublestar forged its brand through a fire……
　The large number of quality brands emerged amid rapid 
economic development gave rise to a cluster effect.
　World Brand Lab, an agency chaired by Robert Mundell, 
a Nobel laureate known as the “father of the euro” , 
released the world influential “2018 Report on China’ s 500 
Most Valuable Brands” in late June.
　A dozen of Qingdao brands were included in the Report, 
including Haier, ranked 3rd, and Tsingtao Beer, Hisense, 
Doublestar and Aucma, covering home appliances, 
beverage, tire, transportation and finance.
　It can be seen from the list that in each of the competitive 
industries there is s leading enterprise, thus forming a 
cluster of brands in Qingdao. 
　In home appliances sector, Qingdao Haier, Hisense and 
Aucma have become household names both in China and 
across the world. Haili Metal One, Shengda Electric Appliances, 
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Yingshang Electric Appliances and Hiron Commercial Cold Chain also help boost the 
growth of the sector. 
　In beverage sector, Tsingtao Beer, Laoshan Mineral Water, Huadong Winery, and Jimo 
Millet Winery continuously enrich the variety of the cluster; in transportation sector, 
CRRC Sifang Ltd. and the Port of Qingdao developed a good deal of national-level key 
equipment; Doublestar, Sailunjinyu and Sentury in tire industry and Kutesmart, Jifa and 
Hailiya in textile industry are all well-known brands in their respective industries. 
　Statistics show that as of now, Qingdao has 68 “China Famous Brands” , and in the last 
five years alone, Qingdao cultivated 101 China Famous Trademarks. Qingdao is now 
standing at the top in China for the number of trademarks applied for under Madrid 
international trademark system, and new brands are mushrooming. 

International acquisitions by Qingdao businesses
　Qingdao companies perform remarkably on the global markets: Haier acquired Fisher 
& Paykel of New Zealand and GE Home Appliances of America; Hisense acquired Sharp 
Mexico Plant and Japan Toshiba Color TV.
　The delivery ceremony for the acquisition of Kumho Tire by Qingdao Doublestar was 
held on July 6, 2018 in Seoul, R.O.K. Qingdao Doublestar acquired 45% ownership stake 

in Kumho Tire at a cost of 3.9 billion RMB and became the controlling shareholder of the 
Korean company.
　One month later, another Qingdao company embarked on its overseas development in 
Athens, Greek. 
　The Port of Qingdao and the Port of Piraeus of Greece signed strategic cooperation 
framework agreement on August 2, whereby both parties would share the experiences in 
port management and operation. Now, the Port of Qingdao has over 20 sister ports 
worldwide.
　The export of capital and management in the recent years created global development 
opportunities in multiple dimensions for the Port of Qingdao. 
　The operation management of Maday Island Port in Kyaukpyu of Burma provided by 
the Port of Qingdao is the first management export project by a coastal port in China. 
Another port operation management project is provided by the Port of Qingdao in 
collaboration with Maersk for the container terminal and cold storage terminal in the Port 
of Vado Ligure in Italy through overseas capital export. 
　The global influence and acceptance of Qingdao brands have been increasing steadily, 
and the “Chinese Brands” represented by Qingdao brands is helping the world to 
understand China in a new vision. 
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　On the international market, Haier products are sold to over 100 countries and regions; 
Hisense has established 18 overseas branches, 3 production bases and 12 R & D centers, and 

their products are sold to 130 countries and regions; Tsingtao Beer stands at world top in 
terms of economic benefit, development quality and production scale; Aucma is on its way 

to becoming a world cold chain producer in collaboration with a foundation under the 
baton of Bill Gates. 
　It is not an exclusive right for large scale businesses to “go out” through brand 

development. 
　Incorporated in 2003, Qingdao Tri-Link Lock Group, the largest lock exporter 

with independent brand in China, owns a thousand of patents and has acquired a 
dozen of overseas brands; Qingdao Bright Moon Seaweed Group has been 

specialized in algal active substance for 48 years, and being the world number 
one in the industry, takes 25% and 33% of international and domestic market 

respectively.

Qingdao brands enjoy global reputation 
　Global promotions entitled “Qingdao, a City of Brands” were held 

by Qingdao Bureau of Commerce on every biannual Canton Fair, 
which attracted the attention of the purchasers and visitors from 

home and abroad. On this global platform of Canton Fair, 
Qingdao opens a showcase to world business partners for 

Qingdao brand image, brand resource and development 
opportunities. 
　Such promotions entitled “Qingdao, a City of Brands” 

were held for 14 times and have become an important 
platform for Qingdao brands to “go out” to penetrate 

into the international market as well as a unique city 
name card. On the international market, some 

Qingdao brands are not only famous brands, but 
also a substitute name for “high-end” brands. 
　For instance, a foreign consumer said through 

a foreign medium that when he was travelling 
in  Hol land ,  he  asked  the  wai te r  in  a  

restaurant to serve him “the best and most 
expensive beer” and he was given a bottle 

of Tsingtao Beer. This reversed his 
perception of “Made in China” and he 

realized from that moment that there 
was no direct link between “Made 

in China” and low price. 
　The same beer brand can also 

be seen on the banquets of 
such world conferences as 
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BRICS, G20, APEC, and SCO Qingdao Summit. The taste of Chinese 
quality has been well received by the distinguished guests and become 
one of the “image ambassadors” for Chinese brands. 
　Qingdao’ s fame spreads worldwide together with its brands. 
　In Chicago, CRRC is busy constructing a plant for subway coaches 
with its unique cold-resistance technology; at the busy crossings near 
Ginza of Tokyo, Haier’ s huge advertisement for real estate attracts the 
eyeball of the pedestrians; on the stadiums for 2016 European Cup and 
2018 World Cup, advertisement of Hisense brand flashes brilliantly 
among a sea of advertisements……
　During the SCO Qingdao Summit, Qingdao brands were highly 
appraised by the guests.  
　Vladimir and his son Oleg from Russia exclaimed after visiting the 
automated container terminal of the Port of Qingdao and the high-speed 
train production line in CRRC Sifang: “Dramatic changes have taken 
place in Qingdao and China.” Abdul Wajed Khan from Pakistan 
exclaimed after visiting the Haier Museum: “I’ ve seen a lot of 
high-tech home appliances in the museum, and I am amazed by the 
industrial level of China and the technology development in Qingdao.” 
　The brand economy era is still in its heyday. 
　Being one of the first cities focusing on “brand-driven development” , 
Qingdao took the lead in China in implementing “Standardization +” 
city development strategy and setting up Qingdao Municipal Standardization 
Commission with the Mayor as the Director; being one of the first 
“national trademark strategy demonstration cities” , Qingdao is one of 
the 13 cities that have windows for applications for trademark 
registration; in 2018, Qingdao initiated the objective of  building a 
powerful brand city focusing on high standard, high quality and brand 
effect, and made great efforts to consolidate the foundation for a 
powerful brand city to strengthen its brand influence. 
　The powerful and responsible “Qingdao brands” are becoming the 
representatives of high-end Chinese brands, and winning international 
acclaim for the city.
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　The 2nd Overseas Academicians Qingdao Tour & Qingdao International Academicians Forum 
themed “New Idea, New Growth Driver and New Development” was held in Qingdao from 
August 16 to 18. The event was attended by 109 academicians from 22 countries and regions, 
including 7 Chinese academicians, 17 overseas Chinese academicians and 85 foreign 
academicians on new energy, new materials, high-end equipment manufacturing, network 
information and biomedicine. During the meeting, 49 academicians signed contracts to work in 
Qingdao International Academicians Park. In addition, 53 enterprises and financial institutions 
and 41 high education and research institutions reached cooperation intentions with Qingdao 
International Academician Park (QIAP).
　Chen Zhu, the ex-vice chairman of the NPC Standing Committee and chairman of the Western 
Returned Scholars Association (China Students Association), delivered a speech at the opening 
ceremony. He said that scientific innovation is the fundamental way to promote global 
development, international cooperation is an effective way to solve the common problems the 
humankind are facing, and win-win concept is an important guarantee for the motivation of 
scientific innovation. We should make breakthroughs in core technology and key problems, 

109 Academicians From Home 
and Abroad Gather in Qingdao
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commercialize research achievements, promote industries, and cooperate to step up 
innovation for our mutual benefit. We should work as an international team to confront 
the common challenges to mankind and promote human civilization. 
　QIAP, located in Licang, Qingdao, offers an industrialization platform for innovative 
high-end sci-tech achievements by academicians. To develop high-end, high-precision, 
advanced and highly-demanded products, QIAP has attracted over a hundred famous 
academicians especially foreign fellows from across the world to carry out scientific 
study and commercialize their achievements so as to build a world-class pilot platform 
for creation, innovation, business start-up and venture capital investment, and contribute 
to the construction of China into a world science center. As of now, the Park has entered 
into contract with over a hundred academicians including the “father of hybrid rice” 
Yuan Longping, the “national treasure” Ma Weiming, and the “father of electrostatic 
spun nanofiber” Seeram Ramakrishna.
　After site-inspection at QIAP, many academicians showed strong interest in working 
with QIAP. Daniel Shechtman, the 2011 Nobel laureate in Chemistry and world 
renowned chemical and material scientist, said in his speech that he was very pleased to 
see the efforts made by Qingdao in building an innovation platform for scientists, and 

that he was interested in working with the local educational institutions here.
　Vladimir Shaydurov, member of the Russian Academy of Science, said that Qingdao 
International Academician Park was a very good platform for scientists where 
academicians could get good technical support and exchange ideals with the leading 
industrial figures. He said that his research focused in mathematical calculation, and he 
wished to cooperate with Qingdao International Academician Park in the future.
　It is learned that in order to make the visit and technical exchange by overseas 
academicians a high-end, continuous and consistent mechanism, it was decided that 
Qingdao International Academician Forum should be held on permanent basis and to 
make the visit by overseas academicians a regular, systematic, normal and serialized 
event. 
　This Forum focused on the communication and exchange between the academicians 
on one side and enterprises, universities and research institutions on the other. Leading 
enterprises, reputable universities and research institutions in Qingdao, Shandong 
province and all over China were invited to enjoy the interaction and dialogue with the 
academicians so as to create a good model for cooperation to maximize the 
“academician effect” to benefit more enterprises, universities and research institutions.
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Written by Song Xiaohua

The “Fareast Cup” 
International Regatta Promotes 
Sino-Russian Cooperation

　Some days ago, the “Fareast Cup” International 
Regatta, an event started in Qingdao, was awarded 
best organizer prize on the 4th Oriental Economic 
Forum attended by Chinese and Russian leaders in 
Vladivostok, Russia. That is a brilliant show of 
Qingdao on the international stage after SCO Qingdao 
Summit.
　Six fleets from China, Russia and R.O.K took part 
in the “Fareast Cup” regatta, which started on 
September 1st from Qingdao Olympic Sailing Center 
and arrived at Vladivostok on September 8th and 9th. 
　An official from the Organizing Committee for 
Important International Regattas (Events) in Qingdao 
said that 2018 and 2019 are years designated for 
Sino-Russian local cooperation and exchanges. The 
third “Fareast Cup” International Regatta was part of 
the Oriental Economic Forum. Leaders of both nations 
attended the prize-awarding ceremony. It was a great 
encouragement to Qingdao for developing sailing 
events and strengthening maritime cultural exchanges. 
　Mikhai Ermakov, yacht skipper and commodore of 
Seven Feet  Yacht  Club of  Vladivos tok,  who 
participated in the “Fareast Cup” regatta for three 
consecutive times, said with excitement: “We are very 
honored to receive awards from the Chinese and 
Russian leaders at the ceremony. That encouraged us 
to contribute more to bilateral exchanges through 
sport!”
　It is said that Ermakov’ s father was a famous 
yachtsman who came to Qingdao with Ermakov ten 
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years ago to support the Olympic sailing regatta, where 
they made a lot of Chinese friends in the sailing field 
and that inspired them to jointly organize a sailing 
event. The “Fareast Cup” International Regatta is a fruit 
of the joint efforts of both sides.
　It is said that the “Fareast Cup” International Regatta 
is an independent brand of ocean regatta for Qingdao 
launched in 2016 and filled the blank of such international 
sailing regatta in the Far East region. The regatta is so 
far the longest ocean sailing race organized by China.
　Two “Fareast Cup” sailing races have been successfully 
held between Qingdao and Mokpo of R.O.K., which 
greatly boosted the international popularity and 
reputation of the “Fareast Cup” international regatta.
　The “Fareast Cup” International Regatta is an epitome 
of deepened cooperation and exchanges between 
Qingdao and Russia. 
　In April this year, an industrial park for Sino-Russian 
local cooperation was launched in the West Coast New 
District of Qingdao, the first such park launched in the 
Year of Sino-Russian Local Cooperation. It will be built 
into a demonstration platform for Sino-Russian local 
economic and trade cooperation and cultural exchanges.
　In July 2018, the 3rd SCO Youth Camp lifted its veil 
in Qingdao, and a naming ceremony was held for the 
boat of “SCO Youth” in the Youth Camp. After the 
ceremony, all the 200 participants from 11 SCO 
member states and observer states boarded the boats to 
experience sailing on the ocean and support the 
development of SCO.
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　Song Ruixiao is in deed an American, though the name otherwise 
suggests a Chinese. "My name is Snow, and Song Ruixiao is the name 
given by my Chinese teacher, which I am fond of very much," Song 
Ruixiao said.
　Song Ruixiao's attachment to China can be told from a photo that 
hangs in his Colorado State University office in the U.S.
　Roman-nosed Song Ruixiao smiles brightly among 40 colleagues 
and students in the photo, with the banner of "Happy Birthday" and 
balloons in various colors on the wall behind showing the scene of a 
birthday party. 
　That was Song Ruixiao's 37th birthday.
　"I seldom celebrate my birthday in such a formal style after I grew 
up," Song Ruixiao recalled. On March 23, 2016, a nice day in spring, 
Song Ruixiao’ s colleagues and students came with a birthday cake 
and some flowers. They used blooms and paper bands to decorate a 
meeting room in Qingdao University for a birthday party. 
　"They put my English name – Snow on the wall by paper band, and 
wrote 'Happy Birthday' on a piece of beautiful paper. We sang sons, 
danced, and ate the birthday cake. It was a warm party." He recalled 
with deep emotion. 
　He put the photo on the wall in his office in Colorado State 
University so that he can see it everyday. 
　As a world-class scholar in natural polymer nanostructure, Song 
Ruixiao spent one month every year in Qingdao University Science & 
Technology Park to lead a team for correlational study since 2015. 
　"At the moment, Song Ruixiao is studying protein crystal 
luminescent materials, one of the hybrid materials widely applied in 
construction, medicine and environmental control." Tang Jianguo, 
executive director of Qingdao University Hybrid Material Institute, 
welcomes this colleague of his from the U.S.
　Tang Jianguo met Song Ruixiao for the first time in 2015 during his 
visit to Colorado State University. "At that time, an international 
science and technology cooperation demonstration base for hybrid 
materials and cooperation relationship with Colorado State University 
had been in existence in Qingdao University for many years. I asked 
him if he’ d like to come to Qingdao to join us, and he agreed 
promptly." Thereafter, Song Ruixiao came to Qingdao University 

Science & Technology Park with his project. 
　Now, Song Ruixiao has completed his study and 
the synthesization of crystal luminescent materials 
through cooperation with the base. 
　"The professor is very, very, very approachable, 
and is as common as an old shoe. We all love him 
very much, and this is manifested by the party we 
prepared for his birthday," said Zhang Yu, a student of 
Song Ruixiao, using three "very" to express his 
appreciation to his teacher. "He studied in such 
reputable universities as MIT, Harvard and Oxford 
and now he has attained perfect achievements. He is 
obsessed with academic study." 
　We can see such "obsession" from the way he 
utilized every minute of his time. 
　During the interview, Song Ruixiao took out his 
laptop from the bag and started to scrutinize 
obsessively a document about molecular formula 
pattern. After a few minutes, he smiled, clapped his 
hands and said: "Oh, I’ ve had a new idea." In his 
eyes, molecular formula pattern is not boring at all, 
but very "beautiful, interesting and cool."
　Song Ruixiao is satisfied with his stay in Qingdao 
every year, in terms of both work and life. He likes 
his team, the environment for scientific study, the old 
trees in Loashan Mountains, Chinese cuisines such as 
shrimp balls, stuffed buns and dumplings, and the 
convenience of buying "Zero Cokes" at any time in 
Qingdao. 
　In late May, Song’ s family came to Qingdao and 
visited the local scenic spots such as the beaches, 
May Fourth Square, Badaguan, Xiaoyu Hill Park and 
Laoshan Mountains.
　"Next year, I will stay in Qingdao for half a year 
with my family," Song Ruixiao said. He likes to work 
in Qingdao, and is ready to recommend Qingdao to 
his friends and colleagues on appropriate occasions.

Song Ruixiao
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　“I came to Qingdao because of Wushu. I 
love this city, and feel comfortable here,” 
said a Russian girl named Nica.
　Nica came to Qingdao for the first time 
in  2008,  when she was s tudying in  
Qingdao University as an international 
student. She later joined the university’ s 
Wushu club and was obsessed with 
Chinese Wushu. Xu Cheng’ en, a Wushu 
teacher in the School of International 
Education of Qingdao University, was 
greatly moved by her seriousness in 
practicing Wushu, and admitted her as 
his disciple. 
　After graduation, Nica returned to 
Moscow and started a business. With 
the rapid development of her business, 
Nica’ s desire to learn Chinese Wushu 
became stronger and stronger. 
　“There  a r e  Wushu  schoo l s  i n  
Moscow as well, but none of them 
teaches authentic Chinese Wushu,” said 
Nica. 
　The success of her business could 
not take away Nica’ a love of Chinese 
Wushu. In August 2015, she eventually came back to Qingdao to learn Wushu from her 
teacher.
　Tall, slim and delicate-looking, Nica is very much measured in practicing Wushu. 
The type of Wushu Nica likes not only includes empty-hands shadow boxing, but also 
involves various kinds of weapons such as swords and spares. She even won two gold 
medals in Wushu competition in Qingdao. 
　“In my spare time, I often practice Wushu with my teacher in Julin Hill Park. At 
weekends, I have dinner at my teacher’ s home, and I feel at home,” Nica said with 
emotion, “As if I have another home in Qingdao.”
　Nica spends most of her spare time on Wushu. She is a full-time manager for the 
overseas section of a cross-border e-commerce platform run by Rubber Valley Group Ltd. 

“Actually, Chinese Wushu helped me to get this job, as if a penny from 
heaven,” said Nica, pointing at the sky.
　On the plane to Qingdao, Nica happened to sit beside the general 
manager of the Rubber Valley and chatted with him during the journey. 
“Our general manager realized during their chat that Nica was a 
talented girl experienced in marketing and speaking fluent Chinese, 
English and Russian,” said Zhao Lei, director of the cross-border 
e-commerce platform of Rubber Valley. “Our GM immediately invited 
her to join our company.” 
　Nica made some careful inquiries about Rubber Valley Group after 
her arrival in Qingdao and joined the company in 2016. She is now the 
head of the overseas section of the cross-border e-commerce platform 
of Rubber Valley Group. Zhao Lei is satisfied with Nica’ s work: “She 
is good at overseas sales promotion and marketing, and performs well 
in trade, business consultation and management. She also provides 
training to our staff, and helps the company develop customers in her 
own way. In addition, she is very experienced in internet market 
promotion.” 
　Now, Nica has fully merged into the city of Qingdao, speaking fluent 
Chinese. 
　“Compared to 10 years ago, Qingdao has had great changes in many 
ways, especially in travel convenience and infrastructure,” Nica said. 
She likes coffee very much, but when she first came to Qingdao, it was 
difficult to find a coffeehouse, “but now you can find coffeehouses 
everywhere.” Besides, newly opened subways and well-developed 
e-commerce bring greater convenience to local residents.
　“Apart from work and Wushu, I like cooking at home. I like seafood 
very much.”
　Russia is a member state of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO). Being a Russian, Nica is excited about the success of the SCO 
Qingdao Summit. “I am very much concerned about the Belt and Road 
Initiative, and I am sure the Summit will bring more trade and 
cooperation opportunities to my company.”
　“I will work and live in Qingdao for a long time,” Nica said. “I like 
Qingdao's business environment. I like Chinese Wushu and I have a lot 
of great friends here.”

Nica
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Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Singapore)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Korea)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Germany)

Chief Representative: Xu Jun

Permanent Representative:Sang Shibiao

Cell phone: 0065-69223780,0065-69223781

Mob:0065-83382993,0065-96225721

E-mail: xj9877@126.com,13606309901@163.com

Add: Room 3420, Number 1, Floor 34, Riggs AXA building, 

         8 Ansong Road, Singapore,068811

Chief Representative: Hui Zhiguang 

Permanent Representative: Chen Jinjian 

Cell phone: 0082-51-998-0277, 0082-51-998-0278 

Mob: 010-5680-0756、010-2028-8379 

E-mail: qdc2015@naver.com 

Add: BIFC 53,40,Munhyeongeumyung-ro,Nam-gu,

         Busan, Republic of Korea,608828

Chief Representative: Xu bo

Permanent Representative: Zhan Haiqing

Cell phone: 0049 89 59993616

Mob: 0049 0 15258543657

E-mail: qingdaoxubo@163.com ,zhanhaiqing@163.com

Add: Haus der Bayerischen Wirtschaft Max-Joseph-

         Strasse 5 D-80333 Muenchen

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(America)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business&Commerce(China Hong Kong)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Japan)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Israel)

Chief Representative: Lv Kun

Permanent Representative: Zuo Aimin

Mob: +1 (415) 278-1090, 15317813997

          +1 (415) 525-6598, 17091307587

E-mail: lk7373@hotmail.com 、13791981518@163.com

Add: 2025gateway place Suite 202 San Jose, 95110

Chief Representative: Meng Li 

Permanent Representative: Yuan Xinming 

Cell phone: 0081-3-6757-8596, 0081-3-6757-8597 

Mob: 0081-7038695164、0081-7038583440

E-mail: qdbcc_ jp@163.com 

Add: 3-10 Kanda Jinbocho,Chiyoda-ku,Tokyo 101-0051 

Acting Chief Representative: Yin Naxin 

Mob: +972-54-8861126 

E-mail: qdcbci@gmail.com 

Add: 47 Kibbutz Galuyot St, Tel Aviv, Israel 

Acting Chief Representative: Mu Xue
Permanent Representative: Zhao Hua
Mob: +852-69969166
E-mail: 13953253353@163.com、zhaohua0822@163.com
Add: Unit 2609, Level 26,Tower 1, Admiralty Centre, 
         18 Harcourt Road, Admiralty,Hong Kong 

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business&Commerce(Britain)
Chief Representative: Wu Rilong

Permanent Representative: Sui Sun 

E-mail：wrl1969@aliyun.com、suisun5379@163.com

8 Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business&Commerce(Russia)
Chief Representative: Xia Peng

Permanent Representative: Gao Dengpan

Mob: 00+7 18678908887, 00+7 13553002971

E-mail: 18678908887@163.com、gaodengpan@163.com

Add: Moyka River Embankment 36-A806, 

         Saint-Petersburg, Russian Federation.

9

098 A City of Dreams 
Qingdao
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