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Openness is a yardstick to measure a city's development level. 
Qingdao, as one of the first coastal cities opening to the outside 
world in China, has made continuous efforts to reform its systems and 
mechanisms since the 1980s, and as a result, its social and economic 
development goals have been significantly advanced. Moreover, 
Qingdao has embarked on a path to becoming an international city 
after the 18th National Congress of the CPC in 2012. In a recent 
conference for open economic development in Shandong province, 
Qingdao pledged to continue to play a leading role in the new round 
of high-level opening-up. 

In August, the "Qingdao" boat set sail on the River Mersey in 
Liverpool, England to take part in the Clipper Round the World Yacht 
Race (Clipper Race) for the seventh time. The "Qingdao" boat in the 
Clipper Race has become a new name card of Qingdao.
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Qingdao:

A New Era of Opening-up 
and Innovation

Openness is a yardstick to measure a city's development level. Qingdao, as one of the first 

coastal cities opening to the outside world in China, has made continuous efforts to reform its 

systems and mechanisms since the 1980s, and as a result, its social and economic development 

goals have been significantly advanced. Moreover, Qingdao has embarked on a path to 

becoming an international city after the 18th National Congress of the CPC in 2012. In a recent 

conference for open economic development in Shandong province, Qingdao pledged to continue 

to play a leading role in the new round of high-level opening-up. 

According to statistics from the Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, from January to September, 

Qingdao achieved an international trade volume of US$82.51 billion, up 19% y-o-y. The import 

and export of cargoes kept growing.

Zhang Jiangting, member of the Standing Committee of Shandong CPC Committee and 

secretary of Qingdao CPC Committee, said that Qingdao's fast development is largely attributed 

to the reform and opening-up strategy, and vowed to open the city wider to the world in order 

to activate new vigor, create new superiorities and build a livable, happy and innovative 

international city.

A platform connecting China and the world
In Budapest, Hungary, an industrial park for Eurasian trade and economic cooperation 

has come into operation. Together with the industrial park for Eurasian trade and economic 

cooperation in Jiaozhou, Qingdao, it provides a platform for cross-border cooperation and two-

way investment, with focus on the development of cargo trade and logistics. Based on the 

platform, cargoes from Central and Eastern Europe can flow into the Northeast Asian market 

through the multimodal transport customs supervision center in Qingdao.

With the approval of the Ministry of Commerce, the Qingdao Industrial Park for Eurasian 

Trade and Economic Cooperation was established in the multimodal transport customs 

supervision center in the Jiaozhou National-level ETDZ in Qingdao. The first phase of the 

project is an 8.25 km2 logistics and trade development area, with direct international trains to 

Hungary and other parts of the world. There are many such industrial parks along the "Belt and 

Road".

Scenery of Qingdao

Written by Yang Yao
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The idea to establish this industrial park project, which stems from the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) framework, has greatly promoted the Belt and Road Initiative as well as 

trade and economic cooperation with SCO member countries. Together with other national-level 

strategic cooperation platforms such as “China-Central and Eastern Europe 16+1”, “ASEAN 

10+3”, “Forum for Trade and Economic Cooperation between China and Portuguese-speaking 

Countries” and “BRICS Cooperation Mechanism”, it provides an international corridor 

connecting Qingdao with Central Asia, EU, Central and Eastern Europe in the west, Japan and 

South Korea in the east, and ASEAN and West and South Asia in the south.

This global platform for local economic and trade cooperation under the “Belt and Road” 

initiative is aimed to promote the development of international logistics and trade, multimodal 

transportation, and capacity cooperation.

Currently, 21 projects with a total investment of 18 billion RMB from Europe and Asia have 

settled in the Qingdao industrial park in China. Outside China, the Haier industrial park in 

Russia, Haier & RUBA Economic Zone in Pakistan, and Huatong Group's industrial park in 

Cambodia are under construction.

Robust international trade provides a good opportunity for enterprises to "go global". In the 

first eight months of this year, Qingdao’s total import and export with countries along the "Belt 

and Road” hit 165.95 billion RMB, up 15.9%, representing 49.1% of the city's total. In overseas 

investment, Qingdao invested in 41 projects, with a total Chinese investment of US$1.52 

billion, accounting for 27.1% of the total investment. So far, Qingdao has established 17 

overseas industrial parks for trade and economic cooperation. Qingdao's competitive industries 

are experiencing fast growth worldwide.

Benefited from the opening-up strategy, particularly the "going global" strategy, more and 

more Qingdao enterprises have embarked on the path of international development. 

World famous brands 
On October 16, the first batch of subway coaches with the IPR solely owned by the CRRC 

rolled off the production line. They are expected to reach the U. S. in December. In September, 

CRRC Qingdao Sifang Co., Ltd signed a contract for 64 coaches and eight trains with St Paul 

Intercity Railway Company of Brazil. In recent years, CRRC Qingdao Sifang Co., Ltd has 

made great strides in overseas development, and has become a leader in the "going global" rush 

for Chinese enterprises, with exports of high-level rail transportation equipment to the U. S., 

Singapore, Argentina, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Hong Kong markets.

A large number of other enterprises in Qingdao are also active in the international market, 

such as Haier, Hisense, Baitong, Yulong, Qingjian, Kingking and Bohai Agriculture. By 

duplicating or cultivating mature development models overseas, they have maximized their 

advantages and resources and greatly sharpened competitive edges in the international market.

In the meantime, Qingdao tries its best to attract foreign investment.

In April of this year, Qingdao launched a campaign to promote investment in an effort to 

step up economic transformation and upgrading. In July, a program for targeted promotion of 

investment in modern industries was introduced with the aim to reform the promotion pattern 

from the traditional policy-and-administration based to environment and capital operation-

based.

This campaign attracted 58 new projects to settle in Qingdao, with a total contract value of 

90.7 billion RMB, including such super projects as the Airbus helicopter project at an cost of 

100 million euros, the national laboratory of Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics 

for VR/AR technologies and application, the IBM Intelligent Robot Park at a cost of 10 

billion RMB, as well as the Qingdao Branch of Shenzhen Institutes of Advanced Technology 

of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and the North China Production Center of Wuchang 

Shipbuilding Industry Group. These projects will further improve the industrial chains and inject 

Scenery of Qingdao
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new vigor into Qingdao's economy.

Qingdao has formulated plans for targeted investment promotion mainly for "three area" 

(i.e. west coast economic new area, blue silicon valley core area, and Hongdao economic area), 

and ten high-end service development areas, establishing special industrial parks, stepping 

up intelligent services to create an investment environment based on regulations and market 

operation, and a "zero-barrier, low-cost and highly-efficient" business environment, establishing 

a consulting service mechanism for international investment promotion and a bank-style service 

model for investors, and establishing a modern industrial equity investment funds and a targeted 

investment promotion mechanism for high-end industries.

Foreign investments in Qingdao grew continuously. In the past five years, foreign investment 

in Qingdao exceeded US$ 3 billion, US$ 4 billion, US$ 5 billion, US$ 6 billion and US$ 7 

billion, respectively. According to statistics of the Ministry of Commerce, Qingdao ranked 

tenth among 31 provinces (autonomous regions and municipalities) and cities with independent 

planning status in the amount of foreign investment. At present, investments in Qingdao are 

from nearly a hundred countries and regions, covering all major economies in the world. 

Qingdao has become one of the best places for foreign investment. 

Global partnerships 
How to broaden and deepen local cooperation? Global economic partners are the key forces.

In accordance with the requirements of the central government on local cooperation, the 

Ministry of Commerce held a seminar in Qingdao in March of this year to promote local 

economic and trade cooperation between China and Britain. As one of the first four pilot cities 

in China for Sino-British local economic and trade cooperation, Qingdao shared views with the 

participants on the prospects for Sino-British cooperation. Qingdao has taken preemptive action 

to access the national platform for Sino-British cooperation, heralding a new era of Sino-British 

cooperation. Besides, Qingdao also started Sino-American local cooperation by joining the 

Sino-American Economic and Trade Cooperation Taskforce at an earlier time.

On September 22, Qingdao and Budapest became economic partnership cities, raising the 

city's total number of economic partner cities to 72. This model of local economic cooperation 

initiated by Qingdao not only boosts local trade and economic cooperation, but also enhances 

bilateral friendship.

If the establishment of economic partnership cities is called a creation, then, we might say 

that the establishment of overseas business centers opens a window for two-way communication 

between Qingdao and the rest of the world. 

On September 6, the Qingdao (Israel) Business Center was opened in Tel Laviv, Israel, 

raising the city's total number of overseas business centers to 7 (which are respectively located 

in Singapore, South Korea, U.S., Germany, Japan and Israel). These business centers operate 

under the system of business representatives with the support of the “going global” enterprises, 

thus opening a gate for Qingdao enterprises to “go global” and a window to attract foreign 

investment and talents.

In addition, the establishment of free trade zones is an all-round opening strategy, offering a 

new channel for the city to open wider. The free-trade-zone strategy has put Qingdao on a "fast 

track" of opening-up. 

During the five years following the Eighteenth National Congress of the CPC in 2012, 

Qingdao made full use of the rules of the free trade agreement and introduced international 

practices and criteria in an all round manner to improve the infrastructure (hardware) as well 

as business and legal environment (software). The experiences of Shanghai Free Trade Zone 

were adopted to facilitate investment and trade in Qingdao, and to enhance the city's capacity 

to implement the free trade zone strategy. Now, Qingdao has become a national center for free 

Scenery of Qingdao



海
外
版

PEOPLE'S  DAILY  OVERSEAS  EDITION

海
外
版

008 009A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

trade zone policy and knowledge training, performance appraisal, negotiation data analysis, 

duplication, application and innovation, and exchanges and cooperation.

Under the new systems and mechanisms, Qingdao is following a new development path 

and playing a greater role in the new round of opening-up, which is focused on fostering new 

competitive edges and creating new growth divers to consistently upgrade the opening-up level. 

Creating new growth drivers 
The creation of new growth drivers is an important issue concerning economic development. 

Based on the local characteristics and historical development, Qingdao gives priority 

to introducing high-level talents for the development of marine economy and advanced 

manufacture industry, in a bid to attain exponential growth through strategic innovation. 

The Blue Valley, covering an area of 443 km2 by the Aoshan Bay in Jimo District of 

Qingdao, is the first specialized marine technology development zone in China. It is not only 

home to the manned deep-sea submersible "Jiaolong", but also the home port for a series of 

science ships such as "Xiangyanghong 01", "Dongfanghong 2", "Science" and "Haiyang 6". 

Besides, a large number of marine research institutions have settled in the Blue Valley, making it 

an innovation incubator.

A variety of breakthroughs have been achieved in China's marine sectors, such as the world 

dive record setting manned deep-sea submersible "Jiaolong", the autonomous underwater 

unmanned vehicle "Haiyan", the test-drill platform for natural gas hydrate (combustible ice), 

and the national underwater cultural heritage protection project.

At present, there are altogether 260 innovation and development projects in the Blue Valley, 

including national key research institutions such as Qingdao National Laboratory for Marine 

Science and Technology, National Deep Sea Base, and National Marine Equipment Test 

Center. More than 50 projects are now under construction, involving a total investment of 30 

billion RMB, and more than half of them are education and research projects. Scientific and 

technological innovations have become the key growth drivers. 

All-round, multilevel broad opening has brought great changes to Qingdao and pushed 

forward the internationalization of this coastal city. Foreign investments in the modern service 

sector grow rapidly, particularly in infrastructure construction, commodity circulation, finance 

and accounting. Service outsourcing, as an emerging sector, grows at a fast speed. Industrial 

parks grow rapidly, playing an increasingly important role in the local economy. The conference 

and exhibition economy is booming, and an open, inclusive and innovative atmosphere is 

created. Due to its outstanding achievements, Qingdao received many awards and honors such 

as national model city for civilization construction, and the most dynamic city in China. 

Qingdao's achievements in integrating new-generation information technology with its 

traditional industries are remarkable. With the support of the government, Qingdao has 

creatively integrated foreign trade with the Internet, a new thing that has changed the course of 

the opening-up. Internet-backed cross-border e-commerce grows as a new type of business, a 

new growth engine of foreign trade, and a new window on the city's development.

As a national pilot city for cross-border e-commerce, Qingdao is faced with new 

opportunities. It is determined to be a leader in Shandong and even in China in building the “Silk 

Road on the Internet” and cultivating new business models such as “Internet + foreign trade”.

As pointed out by Mayor Meng Fanli, "Resolution is more important than cognition, and 

responsibility is more important than measures. With an accelerated shift of growth drivers, we 

must push ahead with the opening-up with a higher and broader vision, greater courage and 

better organization, so as to build a livable, happy and innovative international city."

Page 09,  October 20, 2017 Page 09,  October 20, 2017
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Qingdao experienced fast development from an important 

trading port on the ancient maritime silk road to one of the 

five greatest international trade ports, and then to one of 

China's coastal cities opening to the outside world. 

Qingdao has drawn up an ambitious development 

plan based on its international city strategy – to build 

Qingdao into a Beta-level international city. Now, with 

the implementation of the strategy, it is getting closer to 

that goal.

Ever-increasing international influence
According to the 2016 Inventory of World Cities 

released by the world-renowned city-rating institution 

GAWC, Qingdao is rated as a “Gamma+” world city from 

a “Sufficiency-level World City” in the last issue four years 

ago. It is one step to the “Beta” Level.

Scenery of Qingdao

Page 10, July 06, 2017
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GAWC, an authoritative academic think tank based in Loughborough University in 

England, began to issue the inventory of world cities, which categorizes world cities into 

four tiers, Alpha, Beta, Gamma, and Sufficiency.

The four tiers are subdivided into twelve levels, namely, Alpha++, Alpha+, Alpha, 

Alpha+, Beta+, Beta, Beta+, Gamma+, Gamma, Gamma+, “High Sufficiency” and 

“Sufficiency”. 

Only two cities, i.e. London and New York, are at the Alpha++ level.

Different from ordinary ratings, this one is not only a list based on economic 

competitiveness, but also on comprehensive competitiveness, including international 

reputation, influence on international affairs, population, airport, sea port, transportation 

and communication facilities, appeal to foreign investors, finance and headquarters 

economy, cultural influence, media and sports groups. It is actually a multidimensional 

rating system. 

Qingdao's two-rank ascent in the world city rankings is attributable to the implementation 

of its international city strategy.

Qingdao has established a working mechanism for implementing international city 

strategy in order to enhance the city's status and international influence. The international 

city strategy will be implemented together with the “Thirteenth Five-Year Plan” and the 

overall city plan. Guided by this strategy, Qingdao has established a city planning and 

construction system and modern service system according to international criteria in 

order to enhance its comprehensive industrial power and promote modern civilization and 

international exchanges. 

In December 2015, Qingdao issued the Guideline for the Opening-up and 

Implementation of the International City Strategy, which will serve as a blueprint for the 

three-stage construction of an international city, covering four areas and 26 items, namely, 

the plan and construction, modern services, comprehensive industrial power, and modern 

civilization level.

Qingdao has drawn up an index system for its international city strategy, which includes 

five Level-1 indexes, namely, international competitiveness, international influence, 

international growth, international appeal and international support, and 35 Level-2 Indexes 

of five foreign cities, namely, Singapore, San Francisco, Hamburg, Rotterdam, and Osaka, 

and five domestic cities.

How to build an international city? Qingdao has creatively set long-term strategic goals 

Page 10, July 06, 2017

and put them into the current work, and broken down the “Internationalization +” Action 

Plan into 100 projects to visualize the long-term goals.

So far, 48 of 100 key projects have been completed, and the remaining 52 are in 

progress. 

Meanwhile, the Reference Guidelines for the “Internationalization +” Action Plan of 

Qingdao includes more than 100 internationally advanced concepts, standards and models 

in 18 advanced countries in Europe, America, South East Asia including Japan, South 

Korea and Hong Kong to guide the work of units concerned.

Concrete Measures 

The Qingdao Office for the Promotion of the International City Strategy has established a 

performance assessment system for departments of district, city and municipal governments 

concerned, as part of the municipal assessment system, and organized a team of experts 

from the Social Science Academy, and Qingdao University of Science and Technology to 

carry out assessment.

The assessment result shows that over 95% of the goals have been attained in the 

districts and cities, and 36 departments of the municipal government have completed 100% 

of the goals, thus effectively pushing forward the implementation of the “Internationalization 

+” Action Plan.

Scenery of Qingdao
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Transportation
Qingdao enjoys many advantages in building an international city.

The Port of Qingdao is the seventh largest port in the world, and an important 

international port and shipping hub at the west coat of the Pacific, with the 

world's most advanced fully-automatic container terminal, the first of its kind in 

Asia. 

Qingdao has 127 domestic and 19 international and regional air routes.

The complete transportation network connects Qingdao to all parts of the 

world.

The multimodal transport customs supervision center at the Jiaozhou Bay, 

which is the only one in China's coastal area, is an international logistics hub 

integrating multiple means of transport (sea, land, air, rail and post).

Recently, a container train loaded with 41 containers departed from the 

Qingdao multimodal transport customs supervision center, and arrived at the 

destination Moscow, via Manchuria, after running for 22 days. This marked the 

official opening of the China-Europe (Qingdao) railway line. 

Following the opening of the China-Europe (Qingdao) railway line, the 

China-Asia and China-Mongolia lines were put into operation, forming an 

international transportation network that connects Qingdao with Russia and 

Mongolia in the north, Southeast Asia in the south, Japan and South Korea in the 

east, and Europe in the west.

Based on the multimodal transport advantage, Qingdao will extend its 

transportation lines to countries along the “Road and Belt” via the industrial park 

for Eurasian trade and economic cooperation, a project approved by the Ministry 

of Commerce.

Qingdao’s rapid development is ascribable not only to its natural and 

geographical advantages, but also to the strategic design by the foresighted 

policy-makers.

The Overall Plan for Qingdao (2011-2020) approved by the State Council at 

the beginning of 2016 has positioned Qingdao as a key central coastal city from 

the original key economic center in the east coast of China.

Now Qingdao has set a new goal - to build a national central city.

To attain the goal, Qingdao is working hard step by step in a regulated and 
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orderly manner. 

International city strategy promotion committees were established across Qingdao, and 

a working mechanism was created, with 8 special teams and 30 sub-teams, covering all 

aspects of construction of an international city.

Qingdao has established a permanent decision-making consulting mechanism based on 

experiences from home and abroad, and proceeded with the organization of a municipal 

expert consulting committee, i.e. a think tank for the international city strategy to offer 

suggestions and proposals from first-class experts at home and abroad.

Currently, a shortlist of 36 candidates, including foreign general counselors in Qingdao, 

executives of Fortune 500 companies and domestically well-known experts and specialists, 

was finalized for the think tank, with 11 of them from Singapore, America, Japan, Germany, 

the UK, and Thailand, and the think tank will convene the first plenary meeting this year.

Qingdao’s international city strategy has drawn increasing concern. 

According to the “Report on the International Development of Qingdao – A GNP (GNI)-

based Study” published by the International Business Administration Institute, Peking 

University, Qingdao's leading position in the opening-up and its continuously rising 

international development level are major drivers of economic growth.

It is worth mentioning that Qingdao has appointed Pricewaterhousecoopers(PwC) to 

evaluate the results of the international city strategy. PwC has issued a 2016 appraisal 

report and a report on the development vision of Qingdao's international city strategy.

At the same time, an international city foundation is being established in Qingdao in a 

bid to raise funds for international exchanges and cooperation, theoretical study, training, 

social survey, symposiums and seminars, creative design and planning, city promotion, 

exhibitions and conferences, cultural and sport events etc. The foundation will also provide 

money to reward entities and individuals that have made great contributions to international 

exchanges and cooperation.

Brand-new development pattern 
Year 2017 marks a new start for Qingdao after it became the 12th Chinese city with a 

GDP exceeding one trillion RMB in 2016. That was an epoch-making event in the history 

of Qingdao and Shandong.

New start with new vision

Page 10, July 06, 2017

Qingdao made a big move in 2017 by planning for “three bays and three areas” for a 

bayside metropolis.

It was reminiscent of the world famous bay areas and bayside cities along the 36-degree 

northern latitude line, e.g. San Francisco Bay Area, where the world's technological 

innovation center Silicon Valley is located; New York Bay Area, where the world's financial 

center Wall Street is located; and Tokyo Bay Area, which has a port economic area that 

contributes 1/3 of Japan's GDP.

According to statistics by the World Bank, “bayside economies” contribute 60% of the 

global GDP, having become significant growth drivers and technological trend leaders in 

the world.

Qingdao, as a bayside city located at the same latitude, has naturally aimed to become an 

Scenery of Qingdao
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international bayside metropolis like those mentioned above.

The “central bayside area” at Jiaozhou Bay, the “western bayside area” at Lingshan 

Bay, and the “eastern bayside area” at Aoshan Bay constitute a new development 

pattern of Qingdao featuring “three bays and three areas”.

The “three bays and three areas” is not only a blueprint for city development, but also 

a new vision for industrial upgrading in Qingdao. They will be important new growth 

poles.

Based on the industrial clusters and resource advantages, Qingdao has made 

continuous efforts to internationalize its “hardware”, namely infrastructure, and that in 

turn greatly enhanced its international appeal and offered an opportunity for cooperation 

with Fortune 500 companies worldwide.

According to statistics, in 2016 alone, Qingdao concluded 29 cooperation projects 

with Fortune 500 companies such as Volkswagen, Bombardier, Amazon, Continental 

AG, Mapfre, and Goldman Sachs, involving a total investment of US$1.36 billion, 

ranking first in Shandong Province.

At the same time, Qingdao established multilevel platforms to introduce talents in a 

bid to improve the soft power for urban transformation and upgrading. 

So far, Qingdao has introduced 56 academicians from the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences, and the Chinese Academy of Engineering, 140 experts in the national 

“Thousand Experts Program”, 23 experts in the national “Ten Thousand Experts 

Program”, 58 national-level talents, 618 experts/scholars enjoying special subsidies 

from the State Council, and 115 experts/scholars in the "Mount Tai Scholars Program"of 

Shandong Province.

At the same time, Qingdao accelerated the transformation of traditional foreign trade 

to modern international trade. A “three-in-one” modern international trade index system 

integrating cargo import and export, service import and export, and overseas sales has 

been ratified by the Ministry of Commerce for trial operation. Now preliminary surveys 

for trial operation of the system is underway.

Under the “Internationalization +” framework, Qingdao is accelerating its opening-

up and continuously enriching the connotation of modern international city. As its 

international influence and international renown grow, the roadmap for building an 

international city is becoming clearer.

Page 10, July 06, 2017 Page 10, July 06, 2017
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Earlier this year, the State Council released the 

Circular on the Expansion of the Opening-up and 

Utilization of Foreign Capital, initiating a new round of 

opening-up. How to promote the shift of growth drivers 

through promotion of foreign investment is a question 

that must be answered by local governments.

As a leading city in the opening-up, Qingdao spares 

no effort to explore new ways to promote investment 

by granting more favorable policies in a bid to establish 

a new policy system for the promotion of investment 

in modern industries featuring "57 policies and 30 

professional teams" to boost high-level opening-up and 

accelerate the shift of growth drivers. 

Transformation in the way of investment 

promotion 
On July 23, nearly 30 senior officials from 11 Latin-

American countries including Brazil, Columbia, 

Venezuela, Mexico and Panama were attracted to 

Qingdao to attend the China (Qingdao)-Latin-America 

Investment and Trade Symposium.

On July 19, heads of economic and trade offices of 

the Government of Shandong in Japan, South Korea, 
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Singapore, Hong Kong, the U.S. and Germany were attracted to attend a seminar 

on investment policies for key projects to promote the shift of growth drivers in 

Qingdao. They vowed to integrate domestic and overseas resources to promote 

Qingdao's favorable policies and investment projects, and attract more investment 

to Qingdao.

The “magnetic field effect” of Qingdao comes not only from the city's good 

faith, but also from its way of investment promotion that offers more development 

opportunities for investors. 

In terms of investment promotion concept, Qingdao has completed the 

transformation from the traditional preferential policy and government-driven 

pattern to the present environment, capital operation, preferential policy and 

government-driven pattern, to channel capital of various sorts into mainstream 

industries and strategic emerging industries. 

A notable feature of the transformation is the "flying-geese" model of 

development of industrial chains in which a leading project is followed by 

an industrial chain formed by a group of highly-specialized cooperative and 

innovative enterprises.

The transformation has attracted the world-famous Airbus Helicopters to invest 

in Qingdao.

Recently, Airbus established a helicopter assembly line in Jimo, Qingdao, the 

first of its kind outside Europe. This project uses a total investment of 100 million 

euros and covers an area of 20 hectares. It will be jointly constructed by Airbus 

and Qingdao United General Aviation Industrial Development Company, and 

completed by the end of 2018, with an annual production capacity for 36 units of 

H135 helicopters per year.

As the leader of the industrial chain, the Airbus helicopter project will attract 

suppliers of helicopter engines, electronic systems and propellers to settle in 

Qingdao, forming an industrial chain with a total output volume exceeding 10 

billion RMB.

Taking this opportunity, Jimo plans to build an aviation town that integrates 

aircraft production and operation, with focus on maintenance and refitting, pilot 

training, emergency rescue, business flight, air sports, and business tourism 

etc., and eventually build it into a national general-purpose aviation industrial 

Page 10, August 03, 2017
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manufacturing center.

Qingdao has worked out documents for well-targeted investment 

promotion, as well as road maps and schedules in a bid to further 

unleash growth potential and provide support for economic 

development.

Qingdao has improved the incentive mechanism for equity 

investment funds so that government investment may play a guiding 

role in providing rewards, subsidies, interest subsidies for loans or 

other financial support for Chinese and foreign-funded projects in 

the advanced manufacturing industry, in establishing industrial funds 

for high-tech enterprises, and in introducing high-end technological 

projects through capital operation and equity investment.

Each newly-established high-tech enterprise in Qingdao will 

Scenery of Qingdao
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receive a reward of up to 300,000 RMB, and key projects that can promote the development 

of high-tech industry will receive equity investment support.

Following the successful example of Jurong Industrial Estate of Singapore, Qingdao 

initiated an environment-oriented policy mode, and established a modern investment 

promotion system featuring “centralized investment promotion for industrial parks/zones 

with intelligent services”. 

In economic development zones, Qingdao provides wider market access for foreign 

investors and lures investment in advanced manufacturing projects into industrial parks 

and industrial projects in development zones. It also supports the recycling of land and 

establishment of special funds for promoting investment in such parks and zones.

In addition, Qingdao has made breakthroughs in the reform of its industrial land supply 

system and labor dispatch system.

Thirty professional teams
Professionalism enhances efficiency. In order to raise the level of investment, the original 

“general promotion” must be changed to “professional promotion” and professionalism 

must be enhanced.

Thirty professional investment promotion teams covering emerging marine industries, 

aviation and space, energy conservation and environmental protection, intelligent 

manufacturing and equipment, rail transportation equipment, and high-tech R&D are 

organized in Qingdao in an effort to promote investment in an all-round fashion.

These teams represent 28 emerging industries where priority is given to the shift of 

growth drivers, such as marine development, intelligent manufacturing and equipment, 

rail transportation equipment, medical equipment, and headquarters economy. In addition, 

professional teams for investment promotion for the Jiaodong new airport and the cruise 

terminal are also established.

The professional teams work based on two platforms, namely the state asset platform and 

the private enterprise platform. Both boast abundant resources for investment promotion. 

All of these together make a multilevel and extensive professional investment promotion 

system in Qingdao. 

It is worth mentioning that each of these teams is led by an organization or department. 

This is an invention of Qingdao in its attempt to improve the method of investment 

promotion to lure investment in modern industries.
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Innovation produces immediate effects
Recently, the Australia Industrial Transformation Research Center and Robot Industrial 

Park projects settled in the west coast. The project involves an investment of 200 million 

RMB, and will develop agricultural robot, unmanned driving systems, and medical robots. 

Other project settling in Qingdao include the IBM Robotics Town project, which involves 

an investment of 10 billion RMB; Singapore YCH China Logistics project, with business 

covering all stations in China including Hong Kong and Macao, integrating logistics, fund 

and information as well as the supply chain, to provide complete logistics management and 

supply chain solutions; and Tenaris Auto Parts project, which will use an investment of 7 

million RMB to build the world's first automatic production line for airbag component.

Currently, the 30 teams have started operation and formulated policies for industrial 

development and investment promotion. They have also worked out a catalog of 

encouraged foreign investment projects and a list of key projects for foreign investment.

In terms of paid-in foreign capital, newly established and expanded projects play 

a dominating role, and investment in the three industries kept growing in a balanced 

manner, especially in scientific research, technical service, computer service and software 

application sectors.

Besides, in collaboration with PwC, KPMG and Ernst & Young, Qingdao tries to 

establish professional investment promotion teams through commission and authorization. 

Innovation of the incentive mechanism 

Qingdao has appropriated special funds to establish an incentive mechanism for social, 

commercial and market-based investment promotion. 

Individuals who have introduced projects invested by Fortune 500 companies will 

receive a reward of one million RMB for each project; individuals who have introduced 

domestically-invested projects will receive a bonus equivalent to 0.6% of the amount of 

investment in fixed assets.

In order to accelerate the construction of the pilot area for comprehensive financial 

reform, any newly established financial institution in Qingdao with paid-in capital equal to 

or exceeding 5 billion RMB will receive a subsidy of 100 million RMB.

Talents are key to the quality of investment. Qingdao will give a reward of 5 million 

RMB for introducing each top-class talent. Any top-class talent and his/her team will be 

given a reward up to 100 million RMB for their creative work or start-up in Qingdao, or 

introducing any world-class project that can have a great influence on the city’s industrial 

development, or can generate great economic and social benefits.

Introduction of new tourism enterprises or projects above designated scale that can 

optimize the tourist product structure and fill in the gap of tourist products is encouraged: 

any such project with an investment exceeding one billion RMB will receive a subsidy 

equal to 50% of the initial planning and design cost, but the maximum subsidy shall not 

exceed 5 million RMB.

At the same time, more importance is attached to sustainable development of projects.

Qingdao supports the development of headquarters economy. Any company that is 

listed for the first time as a "Fortune 500 Company", "Top 500 Company in China", "Top 

100 Software Company in China", "Key Software Company in the National Plan" or "Top 

100 Company in Shandong" headquartered in Qingdao will be given a reward of up to 10 

million RMB.

To win this battle, overseas promotion activities are scheduled.

Qingdao plans to organize investment promotion activities during the "Shandong Week" 

in Hong Kong, and to promote investment projects in Qingdao's modern industries, with 

emphasis on such key sectors as modern finance, wealth management, venture funds and 

high-tech funds.

This year, Qingdao will hold a series of promotion activities in Hong Kong, Beijing and 

Shanghai to promote policies on the shift of growth drivers and modern industry investment as 

well as key projects among transnational companies, central enterprises, and famous enterprises.

As a matter of fact, Qingdao has already made considerable progress in investment 

promotion all over the world. So far, the city has established overseas business centers in 

Singapore, South Korea, the U. S., Germany, Japan and Israel.

Scenery of Qingdao
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A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Qingdao 

and the Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for Economic and 

Trade Cooperation between China and Portuguese-speaking 

Countries (Macao) on supporting Qingdao's endeavors to promote 

international capacity cooperation in industrial parks for Eurasian 

trade and economic cooperation along the Belt and Road was signed 

on August 14.

Before the signing ceremony, Mayor Meng Fanli met with 

representatives of Portuguese-speaking countries. He gave a briefing 

on Qingdao's economic situation and reaffirmed Macao's role in 

cementing the relations between Qingdao and Portuguese-speaking 

countries. He hoped to further strengthen the ties between Qingdao 

and the Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for Economic and Trade 

Cooperation between China and Portuguese-speaking Countries, to 

promote international capacity cooperation, coordination and two-

way investment and trade between Qingdao and Portuguese-speaking 

countries for common development. 

The Portuguese Representative to the Permanent Secretariat of 

the Forum for Economic and Trade Cooperation between China 

and Portuguese-speaking Countries recalled the cooperation 

Page 10, August 17, 2017
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between China and Portugal, the friendship between Qingdao and Lisbon, and 

the economic and trade relations between Qingdao and AICEP, saying that 

Qingdao and Lisbon are world famous port cities, and there is great potential for 

cooperation between the two sides.

Cape Verde, a Portuguese-speaking island country located in the North 

Atlantic, enjoys a strategic location. The representative of Cape Verde to the 

Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for Economic and Trade Cooperation 

between China and Portuguese-speaking Countries said that there was potential 

for cooperation between Cape Verde and Qingdao in marine and other industries, 

hoping to work together with Qingdao to expand international cooperation in 

processing, assembly, logistics and transit trade under the Belt and Road Initiative 

through Qingdao's industrial park for Eurasia trade and economic cooperation.

Representative of East Timor and Director of the Liaison Office of the 

Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for Economic and Trade Cooperation 

between China and Portuguese-speaking Countries hoped to visit the Eurasian 

trade and economic cooperation park and expected to see good cooperation in the 

future.

Different from traditional one-way cooperative parks, Qingdao Industrial Park 

for Eurasian Trade and Economic Cooperation is a platform for two-way cross-

border investment and cooperation in international production capacity. 

Taking advantage of the multimodal transport customs supervision center and 

the cross-border e-commerce pilot zone in Jiaozhou Qingdao, Qingdao plans to 

set up a pilot development area in the bonded logistics area through cooperation 

between the Jiaozhou ETDZ and Qingdao Qianwan Bonded Port Area. The 

pilot area covers a land area of 8.25 km2, with focus on the development of 

international trade and logistics with European and Asian countries, Japan and 

South Korea, Central Asia, the EU, Middle and East Europe, ASEAN, South 

Asia and Africa, boosting imports from Portuguese-speaking countries to China, 

and helping Portuguese-speaking countries to access the markets in Japan, South 

Korea, Central Asia, the EU, ASEAN, South Asia and Africa.

Page 10, August 17, 2017

Qingdao will expand cooperation with Portuguese-speaking countries in building 

industrial parks for Eurasian trade and economic cooperation to boost international 

trade with Europe and Asia including Japan and South Korea, and the Asia-Pacific 

region, and international capacity cooperation along the Belt and Road.

Qingdao will also organize some competitive conglomerates such as Haier, 

HiSense and Aucma to take part in in-depth cooperation in the industrialization 

of Portuguese-speaking countries that involves ten industrial sectors, i.e. rail 

transportation equipment, shipbuilding and marine engineering, automobile, 

machinery and equipment, electronics and information, petrochemical, food 

stuff, home appliances, garments, and rubber, each having an output value of 

over 100 billion RMB, with the support of the Eurasia Industrial Park Investment 

Fund, including building processing and assembly centers and industrial parks in 

Eurasian countries, establishing upstream and downstream industrial clusters in 

the parks, and promoting capacity cooperation between Qingdao and Portuguese-

speaking countries. A total of 17 overseas economic and trade cooperation zones 

will be established in countries in the Belt and Road Initiative. 

According to the MOU, both parties will make efforts, based on industrial 

parks for Eurasian trade and economic cooperation, to promote two-way 

investments and trade as well as international capacity cooperation between 

Qingdao and Portuguese-speaking countries, including Portugal, Brazil, Angola, 

Mozambique, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, San Tome and Principe and East 

Timor, which represent an emerging market with a total population of 280 

million. 

It is reported that economic and trade exchanges between Qingdao and 

Portuguese-speaking countries have been growing in recent years. The trade 

volume between Qingdao and Portuguese-speaking countries hit US$2.75 billion 

in 2016, and US$2.11 billion in the first half of this year, up 70.1% y-o-y. By 

the end of June this year, Portuguese-speaking countries have invested a total of 

US$81.1 million in 17 projects in Qingdao, and Qingdao has ratified 15 projects 

in Portuguese-speaking countries, with a total investment of US$64.78 million.

Page 10, August 17, 2017
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2017 SINOCES: 
Weathervane of Consumer 
Electronics in Asia

2017 SINOCES

Written by Song Xiaohua

Page 10, September 28, 2017

The 2017 China International Consumer Electronics Show (SINOCES) – the 

largest exposition for consumer electronics at the highest specialization level 

and having the most extensive influence in Asia, was held from September 

22 to 25 in Qingdao, attracting more than 110 purchasers and hundreds of 

government and business leaders and experts from 17 countries and regions to 

attend.

One of the highlights at the 2017 SINOCES was the First International 

Smart Hardware Awards jointly sponsored by the organizing committee of 

the SINOCES and Haier Hardmaker. New technologies and products on show 

include a portable ECG, a wheelchair integrating various high-techs such as 

artificial intelligence, robot, internet of things and smart medicine, a system 

Page 10, September 28, 2017
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that can work on voice instruction to switch on a TV and control the 

temperature of an air conditioner, and a smart phone APP for remote 

control of a rice cooker.

More than 620 items involving smart home, smart health, smart travel, 

leisure and entertainment as well as innovative technologies were entered 

for the Smart Hardware Awards. After five rounds of voting by 1.1 million 

visitors, 15 items were qualified for the final. The first and second-place 

winners received with support from the organizer in industrial investment, 

product incubation and sales, etc.

A press release on the Sixth China International Consumer Electronics 

Leader Innovation Awards was held during the SINOCES. Different 

from previous sessions, technology application awards were added to 

encourage the creation and development of products in the big data and 

cloud computing application sector.

Nearly 220 products from 75 famous companies from home and 

abroad were registered for the “Leader Innovation Awards”, and 71 new 

products from Samsung, Canon, Haier, Xiaomi, TCL, Hisense, and Meizu 

were acclaimed by experts, media and users for their unique designs and 

innovative concepts. 

The prize-winning products were designed to meet consumers’ demand 

with unexpected additional values in respect of technology, performance, 

exterior design and marketability, and can provide more possibilities 

to future smart life. This is a trend of the development of consumer 

electronics that embodies the theme of "'Smart +' Benefits the World" of 

the 2017 SINOCES.

During the 2017 SINOCES, an international 3D Printing Festival 

sponsored by the organizing committee and 3D Focus, the largest 3D 

printing service platform in China. More than ten world-class 3D printing 

experts and over 100 3D printing enterprises including 3D Systems, and 

Materialise from the U.S., CellCore, and Fraunhofer from Germany, 

Hunan Farsoon High-Tech Co., Ltd., Yongnian Laser, and Tier Time from 

China participated in the event with the aim to promote international 3D 

printing technology and exhibit the latest 3D printing products. 

Page 10, September 28, 2017

The 2017 SINOCES is committed to promoting growth and transformation 

through innovation, and provides a win-win resource ecosystem for new growth 

drivers. It is not only an expo of brands generally accepted by the industry, but also 

a weathervane of the development of consumer electronics, as well as a promoter of 

consumer electronics and high-tech industries in Qingdao. It plays an great role in 

the development of China's home appliances industry.

2017 SINOCES
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In August, the "Qingdao" boat set sail on the River Mersey in 

Liverpool, England to take part in the Clipper Round the World Yacht 

Race (Clipper Race) for the seventh time. The "Qingdao" boat in the 

Clipper Race has become a new name card of Qingdao.

In March of next year, the event will be held in Qingdao for the 

seventh time, and by that time, Qingdao will become the only city to 

host the Clipper race for eight times, and the longest team sponsor for 

the Clipper Race.

Clipper Boat 
"Qingdao" Makes 
China Known Around 
the Globe

Written by Zhao Wei

Page 10, September 07, 2017

The Qingdao boat in the Clipper Race
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海
外
版

PEOPLE'S  DAILY  OVERSEAS  EDITION

海
外
版

038 039A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Page 10, September 07, 2017

Qingdao has been a standing team sponsor since its first entry into the Clipper 

Race.

“As soon as I saw the plan of the Qingdao Olympic Sailing Center in 2003, I was sure it 

would be an excellent venue for hosting sailing events, including the Clipper Race,” said 

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, the founder of the event. “I found that Qingdao had excellent 

sailing and berthing conditions. So I proposed to the Qingdao municipal government 

to choose Qingdao as a stopover of the Clipper Race. Then the city was preparing for 

Beijing Olympic Sailing Regatta, and hosting such a large-scale sailing event could test the 

equipment and accumulate experience. As a result, the Clipper Race took root in Qingdao.”

Since its debut in 1996, the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race has become one of 

the most famous biennial global events with its covering 50,000 nautical miles. In 2005, 

Qingdao became a stopover host to the Clipper Race, the first of its kind in China.

Over the past 12 years, the Clipper Race visited Qingdao six times, and all the skippers 

and the crew members spoke highly of this beautiful city. 

“I have visited many cities but Qingdao has left the deepest impression on me. Qingdao 

is very beautiful, with a good living environment and convenient transportation. Whenever 

I was free, I would take a stroll along the beach and enjoy local delicacies. It was simply 

cozy! Above all, Qingdao people are very friendly, and like sailing sports,” said Duggie 

Gillespie, the former skipper of New York.

Mark Preedy, the skipper of Uniquely Singapore, who visited Qingdao twice, said: 

"Qingdao is a beautiful and friendly city, where every visitor including myself is moved 

by the hearty smiles on the faces of the Qingdao citizens. The Qingdao Olympic Sailing 

Center is a great design. It is one of the best I have ever seen." 

It is said that the current Clipper Race includes 8 stages and 16 legs, and will last 11 

months. The participating fleet will come to Qingdao for the seventh time next March. 

In fact, as early as last November, an agreement was inked by both parties to extend 

the cooperation between Qingdao and Clipper Round the World Yacht Race to the eighth 

edition. This means that Qingdao will be a host city for the event for eight consecutive 

Scenery of Qingdao

  Scenery of Qingdao Photo by Wang Yongsen
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seasons, making history for this event.

The relationship between Qingdao and the Clipper 

Race goes far beyond this: 

Qingdao is the first Chinese city participating in this 

event, the first stopover host to the Clipper Race in China 

and the only city in the world that has received Clipper 

Race boats for eight consecutive seasons; Guo Chuan, a 

Qingdao native, is the first Chinese taking part in the Clipper 

Round the World Race; Song Kun, a Qingdao girl, is the 

first Chinese that has completed the entire race, and the 

first female in China that has completed a global voyage; 

the Clipper Race is the first renowned international sailing 

event hosted by Qingdao, and the international sailing event 

attracts the largest number of amateur sailors from Qingdao 

to participate; Qingdao has built the first thematic cultural 

station for the Clipper Race.

“Qingdao has become one of the most important stops 

for the Clipper Race,” said Sir. Robin Knox-Johnston. “If a 

home port or hometown is to be selected outside England for 

the Clipper Race, Qingdao is the best choice.”

It is not accidental that Clipper is engaged with 

Qingdao

Qingdao enjoys unique geographical advantages for 

sailing sports.

Fushan Bay, located in Shinan District of Qingdao, has a 

coastline of 7 kilometers, and is a perfect place for sailing 

throughout the year.

Scholars conducted analog computation based on 

boundary current value model developed using the hybrid 

method of fractional steps according to the requirements 

for sailing events and in consideration of the geographical 
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information of Fushan Bay and surrounding waters, and analyzed the local hydrodynamic 

conditions and sailing advantages in Fushan Bay in terms of tidal wave and flow velocity. It 

was proved that the hydrodynamic and climate conditions of Fushan Bay and surrounding 

waters are ideal for sailing.

Historically, Qingdao was a source and cradle of sailing in China. 

According to records, as early as 1904, a German royal sailing club held a sailing regatta 

in Qingdao, the earliest of its kind in China. 

Historical data show that Qingdao was also the first city that started sailing sport in 

China. Qingdao was a pilot city for promoting sailing in China in the 1950s. 

The successful Olympic Sailing Regatta in 2008 was an epoch event that contributed to 

the establishment of the city brand as a “sailing city”. 

To host the Olympic Sailing Regatta in 2008 and build Qingdao into China's “sailing 

city”, the Qingdao Municipal Government relocated the Beihai Shipyard from Fushan Bay 

to Huangdao District, and established an international sailing center featuring world-class 

design e marine sport architecture of in Fushan Bay.

Since then, Qingdao has spared no effort in passing on Olympic heritage, promoting 

sailing sport and building Qingdao into a “sailing city”.

Qingdao implemented programs such as “Sailing in Campus” for youths and “Joyful 

Navigation” for the general public, making sailing a type of mainstream lifestyle in 

Qingdao. By 2016, a total of 27000 young people had been trained in sailing courses.  

An extensive public foundation for sailing has been built, and sailing festivals and events 

have become routines. 

Qingdao held an international sailing week in 2009, following the model of international 

sailing festivals and events such as Germany's Kiel Sailing Week and the France's Brest 

Navigation Festival.

To raise the international level of sailing, Qingdao spared no effort to many partners 

through sailing events, and reached cooperative intentions with more than 20 countries and 

regions including Germany, France, South Africa, Singapore, Spain, Australia, Thai, South 

Korea, Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan for large-scale sailing events and promotion of 

sailing sports in youths etc. 

Border inspection and immigration authorities in Qingdao provided convenient and 

simplified services after Sailing Regatta for 2008 Olympics to help the sailing events and 
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international exchanges. Each time Clipper 

Race came to Qingdao, Border inspection 

and immigration authorities dispatched task 

forces to the site in advance according to the 

schedule so as to eliminate the time spent by 

the crew members for landing. 

From 1904 to 2017, sailboats on the azure 

sea have constituted a unique landscape of 

Qingdao. 

Going global

On September 3, the 13th day of the 

Clipper Race 2017-2018, Team Qingdao was 

the first to reach the finish in the first leg, 

earning an extra point for the first leg this 

year. 

In 2007, the "Qingdao" boat joined the 

Clipper Race for the first time. 

William Ward, CEO of Clipper Ventures, 

said, “Qingdao is part of the Clipper’s success 

story, and Clipper is part of Qingdao’s success 

story.” 

During their circumnavigation, the Clipper 

fleet visits a dozen of port cities worldwide. 

The "Qingdao" boat becomes an ambassador 

for Chinese culture, visiting world important 

sailing cities and bringing Qingdao’s image as 

a sailing city to peoples of the world. On the 

other hand, sailors from other sailing cities 

of the world also visit Qingdao, enjoying 

the hospitality and beautiful landscape here 

and spreading the reputation for Qingdao 
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worldwide. 

Owing to the successful events held in Qingdao and the high level of organization, 

Qingdao’s position as a “sailing city” has been acknowledged by the international 

community, and more and more world top events were hosted by Qingdao or chose Qingdao 

as a stop. 

Zang Aimin, Executive Vice Chairman of Qingdao Council for the Promotion of 

Olympic Sailing City Development, said that after the 2008 Olympic Sailing Regatta, 

the relationship between sailing sport and Qingdao has become closer and closer. People 

can find forest of masts in Qingdao Olympic Sailing Center where frequent global sailing 

events are held every year: Clipper Race Qingdao Leg in March, Urban Club Open in April, 

International Extreme Sailing Series Qingdao Stop in May, Sailing Week & Ocean Festival 

in August, and World Sailing Cup in October, etc.

The sails on the sea are a good memory of the Qingdao residents. 

Up to now, no city in Asia has held sailing events as frequently as Qingdao. 

According to statistics, in the past twelve years, the Clipper Race has brought Qingdao 

and China benefits worth billions of Renminbi in terms of media exposure, trade 

cooperation, and catering and tourism development. 

In the last season, Qingdao, as the title sponsor and host port for the event, was 

mentioned 3 billion times through public media. 

As the most vigorous emerging industry, sailing and yacht tourism add values to the 

blue economy in Qingdao. All the twelve 70-foot third-generation Clipper Race boats were 

made in Qingdao. At the moment, there are 20 manufacturers for sailing boat and yacht. Ji 

Gaoshang, Director-General of Qingdao Municipal Bureau of Sports spoke highly of the 

drive to the local sport economy by the Clipper Race.

The unique platform for sailing boat event also expanded international cooperation for 

Qingdao, and greatly enhanced Qingdao’s international reputation.

The Clipper British Organizing Committee has brought thousands of sailors, visitors 

and business partners to Qingdao and China during the past decade of cooperation between 

Qingdao and Clipper, and the Clipper Race Qingdao Leg has become a typical tourist 

product in Qingdao in winter, which helped introduce business projects in Qingdao.

Qingdao is like a sailing boat starting its journey from this beautiful harbor in August to 

embrace the world with blue dreams.
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Qingdao Builds Cross-Border 
E-Commerce Ecosphere

Written by Song Xiaohua

In order to get a custom-tailored suit, Jack entered 19 body measurements and 

submitted an order through a mobile app. Within two minutes after the submission 

of the order via the smart platform, modeling was completed, and seven days 

later, he received the suit. This was what happened on the cross-border e-commerce 

platform built by Qingdao Cotte. Now, such things are happening everyday in 

Qingdao. 

Since its establishment a year ago, the China (Qingdao) Cross-Border 

E-Commerce Pilot Zone has been highlighting the characteristics of “multimodal 

transport” and “port superiority”, promoting the development of cross-border 

e-commerce with a global vision, improving the cross-border e-commerce 

development mechanism and industrial chain, and following a unique way of 

cross-border e-commerce development featuring "internet + big data". Currently, 

such new business activities and models like Cotte are mushrooming up in 

Qingdao, creating a vigorous ecosphere for cross-border e-commerce in Qingdao.

Multimodal transport and port superiority
In the Qingdao Bonded Port Area, Li Chunyan, manager of the overseas 

purchase platform of Zhonggang Group, is busy organizing a shipment of 

refrigerators and freezers to Africa. When asked about the development in the 

recent years, she replied, "In logistics, I am a 'veteran' with two decades of 

experience, but in cross-border e-commerce, I am a 'new hand'. The cross-border 

e-commerce is growing fast. I am lucky to be a player in this sector."

Today, this company has developed a cross-border e-commerce model covering 

the entire industrial chain, from overseas stores to logistics, import and export, 

and the China-HK trading platform business.

According to Li, the success of her company is largely attributed to the Qingdao 

Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot Zone. “We moved our company from Ningbo 

and Canton to Qingdao because Qingdao has industrial and port superiorities, 
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especially, the cross-border e-commerce park in the Qingdao Bonded Port Area, which 

not only provide customs clearance and storage services, but also bonded exhibitions of 

imported commodities, which have greatly facilitated our operation here,” she said.

The park mentioned by Li Chunyan is one of cross-border e-commerce parks that are 

under rapid growth in Qingdao, and a cluster of such parks is appearing.

Qingdao Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot Zone has been working hard to create an 

industrial chain and ecosphere for cross-border e-commerce. According to statistics, the 

pilot zone includes 27 cross-border e-commerce industrial parks with nearly 400 cross-

border e-commerce enterprises, and among the parks, 13 are designated as municipal key 

industrial parks, among the enterprises, 12 are recognized as demonstration enterprises. 

It is the unique port superiority that has attracted cross-border e-commerce enterprises to 

settle in Qingdao.

Qingdao Port is the second largest foreign trade port in China. In 2016, Qingdao Port 

achieved a total throughput volume of 500 million tons. It maintains ship routes to 700 

ports in 180 countries. including 32 to Japan and South Korea, 29 to Southeast Asia, 9 

to the Middle East and West Asia, and 14 to Europe. It enjoys an obvious geographical 

advantage for cross-border e-commerce. 

Multimodal transport is another superiority of Qingdao in terms of cross-border 

e-commerce. 

At the coast of Jiaozhou Bay stands the only multimodal transport customs supervision 

center in China’s coastal area, which is an international logistics hub for multiple means of 

transportation such as ocean, air, rail and post, greatly facilitating over 1000 foreign trade 

businesses in Qingdao and extending the “Silk Road economic belt” in the world. 

By highlighting multimodal transport in cross-border e-commerce, Qingdao aims to 

establish a smart logistics system that can make full use of the transportation resources and 

promote a transition from direct logistics to green logistics. 

Now, Qingdao Jiaozhou Multimodal Transport Center operates five international railway 

lines, i.e. “China-Asia”, “China-South Korea”, “China-Mongolia”, “China-Europe” and 

“Qingdao-Pingxiang-Vietnam”, with business relations with over 600 stations in China, 

connecting China with Central Asia and EU in the west, ASEAN and South Asia in the 

south, and Japan, South Korea, and the Asia-Pacific region in the east. 

With the approval by the Ministry of Commerce, the Industrial Park for Eurasian Trade 

and Economic Cooperation is established in Jaozhou National ETDZ. This “two-way 

interactive” park is making every effort to promote cross-border cooperation between 
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China and countries along the “Belt and Road”.

Now, a logistics project with an investment of 2 billion RMB by Jingdong is under 

construction. It will become the largest e-commerce logistic center in Shandong Province 

as well as the largest business center integrating trade settlement, smart logistic technology 

demonstration base, regional purchase center, O2O piloting center in Shandong Province. 

The port superiority is further expanded.

The cross-border e-commerce system for the “Belt and Road” region initiated in Qingdao 

is expanding nationwide. Qingdao Bonded Port Area entered into cooperation agreements 

with 46 bonded port areas all over China to build export and import platforms for staple 

commodities, a “belt and road” free-trade depot with “the most complete functions, the 

most favorite policies, the best services, the largest markets, the lowest costs and fastest 

speed”. These moves are deeply changing the development pattern for cross-border 

e-commerce at home and abroad. 

Scenery of Qingdao
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Integration of production and trade, innovation of models 
Mr. Zhang, manager of a business dealing in wheelbarrow production in 

Qingdao West Coat New Area, has been busying dispatching 200 wheelbarrows to 

Japan. The order for this transaction was received from Qingdao TRADSO Cross 

Border E-commerce Service Platform. 

TRADSO was developed by Haier Group, which is probing a new model of 

“internet + big foreign trade”, a trade ecological network featuring “integration, 

opening-up, transparency, and flattening”.

The TRADSO platform is developing rapidly. In the first five months this year, 

the export volume of the platform exceeded US$100 million, with over 4000 stand-

by enterprise clients and 300 supply-chain resource parties in a dozen of provinces 

and cities, involving 11 industries, and more than 1300 overseas purchasers. 

Behind the huge turnover is the cutting edge of TRADSO platform. 

TRADSO created risk-control system combining online and offline operation, 

covering verification of factory and qualification beforehand, tracing and 

cautioning during the process, and analyze and assess risk factor afterword. An 

offline close-circle foreign trade verification system is established which can 

eliminate the loopholes in supervision and enhance the unique competitiveness of 

the platform. 

At the same time, TRADSO also provides entire chain services covering from 

product R&D up to shipment, provides professional R&D team to help MSEs solve 

problems in management, R&D and finance. It cooperates with over 300 logistics 

service suppliers to provide third-party logistics services and overseas storage 

services, in an attempt to mitigate the problems of limited resources that trouble 

the MSEs, and help them in foreign trade transformation and upgrading. 

Innovation of models boosts development of cross-border e-commerce platform.

Hiking Group, a traditional foreign trade company, built “Jinmaotong” trade 

platform, and cooperated with Google to build “online integration + cross-border 

transaction + intelligent + comprehensive service” system on the basis of Hikingic.

com, which enjoys cooperation relationship with over 8000 small and medium 

enterprises, producing a export volume of nearly US$ 1 billion.

Qingjian Group is a project contract enterprise. It exports construction materials 

and imports local specialties under bonded arrangement through UCAIUJIAN 
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cross-border e-commerce platform. 

Qingdao Red Collar Group’s Cotte Intelligent System Co developed 

customized B2C suit export through C2M cross-border e-commerce platform, 

and realized retail export volume of 30 million RMB in 2016, contributing 

greatly to the growth of cross-border e-commerce retail export. 

The rapid development of cross-border e-commerce reflects another major 

advantage enjoyed by Qingdao, that is: production-trade integration. 

As a “City of brands”, Qingdao enjoys several world-renowned brands 

such as Haier, Tsingtao Brewery, Hisense, Aucma, Double Star and Jifa, 

representing industrial advantages for cross-border e-commerce and 

production-trade integration. Since 2015, a notable slogan of “trading with 

Qingdao, a city of brands” could be seen in each Canton Fair, which has been a 

big attraction to the participants. 

Convenient customs services 
The rapid development of cross-border e-commerce is fostered by the 

favorable environment created by the governmental agencies in charge of 

commerce. It is not difficult to notice the efforts made by Qingdao Municipal 

Government and relevant departments for the development of cross-border 

e-commerce by browsing the Appraisal Statement for Qingdao Cross-Border 

E-commerce Pilot Zone issued by the University of International Business and 

Economics. 

Qingdao Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot Zone established a taskforce 

headed by the major leading functionaries of Qingdao Municipal Government, 

and formulated coordination mechanism, various policies and measures to 

address the major issues and step up the construction and development of the 

Pilot Zone.

Qingdao Municipal Bureau of Commerce set up a dedicated service 

center in the Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot Zone, and together with 

regulatory authorities such as the Customs, inspection and quarantine, 

taxation and foreign exchanges, introduced 37 measures to support the 

development of cross-border e-commerce. Financial institutions such as 

the Bank of Qingdao and Industrial Bank Cor. Ltd. introduced 60 financial 
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services in different stages.  

Qingdao Customs opened new channels for cross-border e-commerce 

through marine shipment, covering air, ocean and post services. It put in 

practice the registration system for cross-border e-commerce enterprises 

required by the General Administration of Customs, and made “registration at 

one place, effective nationwide” possible. At the same time, it implemented 

tax policies such as “tax payment guarantee, centralized tax collection and 

withholding tax”, so as to include the data of the direct-purchase import mode 

list of the cross-border e-commerce into Customs statistics. 

Shandong Provincial Department of Commodity Inspection and Quarantine 

created a supervision model over cross-border e-commerce, specified the 

requirements for filing, declaration, supervision, quality inspection and 

construction of supervision facilities, intensified simultaneous and afterwards 

supervision, and established a convenient and efficient system that can control 

the risks and comply with the development trend of cross-border e-commerce.

The State Administration of Foreign Exchange has ratified six pilot policies 

proposed by Qingdao Municipal Administration of Foreign Exchange. These 

policies will allow exporters to receive foreign exchange paid by importers, 

providing support to the development of a comprehensive service platform. 

The “sole window” introduced by the port authorities of Shandong 

Province for China (Qingdao) Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot Zone has 

been in operation for a year now. It connects with the newest systems of 

the supervisory authorities such as the Customs, commodity inspection 

and quarantine, public security, taxation and foreign exchange for online 

declarations involving the Customs, commodity inspection, taxation, foreign 

exchange, traffic, finance, and credit and insurance, greatly facilitating 

enterprises. 

The policy soft-environment of Qingdao Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot 

Zone has been enhanced, attracting many cross-border e-commerce operators 

that have good development prospects and potential.

Jingdong E-commerce Industrial Park is settled on Qingdao west coast; 

Vipshop east headquarters for cross-border e-commerce operation is being 

implemented with an investment of one billion RMB; some cross-border 

Page 10, August 31, 2017



海
外
版

PEOPLE'S  DAILY  OVERSEAS  EDITION

海
外
版

052 053A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Page 10, August 31, 2017

e-commerce operators such as SUTONGKU, Tencent Fresh Everyday, west 

coast start-up headquarters, Fuying cross-border e-commerce industrial park 

and Carrot Village were introduced. 

Qingdao is the only pilot city in China for cross-border Renminbi 

lending to South Korean banks, and is now striving to facilitate cross-

border e-commerce with that country. Qingdao takes the advantages of 

national wealth management and finance reform experiment area in policy 

innovation to step up services to cross-border e-commerce, and encourages 

financial institutions, wealth management companies and internet payment 

institutions to cooperate with cross-border e-commerce platforms. Agencies 

in charge of commerce under Qingdao Municipal Government helped IZP 

and Xinhuajin Group in cross-border Renminbi payment cooperation to 

provide financial services to cross-border e-commerce operators.

In addition, Qingdao’s cross-border e-commerce operators will enjoy 

further preferential policies. Effective from January 1 next year, China 

(Qingdao) Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot Zone will enjoy equal policies 

with other pilot cities such as Hangzhou and Zhengzhou for supervision of 

bonded online shopping. This is a great opportunity and benefit for cross-

border e-commerce operators.

Qingdao’s cross-border e-commerce operators will definitely seize this 

opportunity, and they even started making preparation in advance. Mr. Wu, 

person-in-charge of Qingdao Xinyida Supply Chain Co., Ltd., said: “As 

soon as the new policies take effects, we may start import cargos into the 

bonded warehouse in large quantity before dispatching them to individual 

customers. In this way, Qingdao’s cross-border e-commerce will experience 

a rapid development, and Qingdao Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot Zone 

has boundless prospect thanks to its unique port superiorities.”
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Recently, the 10th International Symposium for High-Level Talents & 

Overseas Academicians' Qingdao Tour was held in Qingdao in a bid to 

attract overseas high-level talents. Sponsored by the Western Returned 

Scholars Association (Overseas Chinese Students Association) and 

Qingdao Municipal Government, the event attracted 108 academicians 

from 22 countries including China, the United States of America, 

Germany and France to attend.

Under the theme of “Belt and Road: Scientific and Technological 

Innovation and International Cooperation”, the event was divided into 

two parts: a forum held in the Yanqihu International Conference Center in 

Beijing, and a Qingdao tour for overseas academicians. During their visit 

to Qingdao, academicians from home and abroad visited the Qingdao 

International Academician Park and the Qingdao Urban Planning 

Exhibition Center, and took part in the 10th International Symposium for 

High-Level Talents and four parallel forums as well as dialogues.

At the opening ceremony of the symposium, Wang Enge, Vice 

Chairman and Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, gave 

high comments on Qingdao's beautiful scenery and research facilities. 

He hoped to see further cooperation with Qingdao and make Qingdao a 

national center for academic research and scientific innovations. 

Cao Weizhou, Vice Chairman of Foreign Affairs Committee of 

the 12th National People’s Congress and Vice Chairman of Western 

Returned Scholars Association (Overseas Chinese Students Association) 

said that Qingdao is a world-renowned strategic stronghold for industry, 

science and technology and culture, and a pivotal city in the Belt and 

Road Initiative. In recent years, notable achievements have been made 
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in emerging industries such as big data, biomedicine and new 

materials, and favorable policies have been introduced to attract 

overseas high-level talents. Qingdao, especially Licang District, 

has become a hot land for foreign experts and overseas high-

level talents to start innovative ventures for its nationally-

advanced high-tech development and industrialization platforms.

At the symposium, 31 academicians signed letters of intent 

for settlement in the Qingdao International Academician Park, 

and 4 overseas research institutes signed cooperative agreements 

with the Park.

Qingdao International Academician Park, located in Licang 

District, Qingdao, consists of eight functional areas. The first 

phase is an academician workstation covering an area of 5.8 

hectares, which has already admitted 36 academicians from 

home and abroad. It will be a scientific research center for 

academicians, with an ecosystem for scientific and technological 

innovation and turning achievements into productivity to 

promote emerging industries. It is expected to introduce 10 top-

class academicians and 100 renowned academicians, and 1000 

scholars, experts and researchers with doctoral and postdoctoral 

degrees. 

Before the symposium, 108 academicians from home and 

abroad visited the exhibition hall, the International Energy 

and Environment (Qingdao) Laboratory, and the Qingdao 

Seawater Rice Development Center in the Qingdao International 

Academician Park. They spoke highly of the research 

infrastructure and environment as well as relevant governmental 

policies during their visit to the Qingdao International 

Academician Park.

Page 10, July 20, 2017

Scenery of Qingdao



海
外
版

PEOPLE'S  DAILY  OVERSEAS  EDITION

海
外
版

058 059A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Qingdao Launches 
International Trade Index 
System

Qingdao Port

Written by Yang Yao
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China has been pursuing a foreign trade development model focusing 

on export and utilization of foreign capital since opening-up. With 

the boom in service trade and overseas investment in the context of 

globalization, how can we get a true picture of our international trade in 

the global value chain based on the export-oriented statistical system that 

has lasted for decades?

Being a leader in reform and opening-up, Qingdao has carried out a 

series of explorations. 

Haier’s practice
Haier, a world brand originated in Qingdao, is a forerunner for 

enterprise globalization in China through its decades of hard work, and it 

deserves this title.

Haier’s globalization has a profound meaning as it not just expanded 

its shares in the international division of labor and cooperation, but also 

demonstrated to other Chinese companies going global the great issue of 

how to precisely understand their shares in the global market.

This issue was encountered by Qingdao enterprises going global, 

which were among the first Chinese enterprises.

As a result of global economic downturn, Qingdao's foreign trade 

was under heavy pressure for some years, and customs statistics showed 

Haier’s export was sluggish. However, data provided by Haier told a 

different story.

“Now, one third of our products are for export, one third are sold in 
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the domestic market, and the rest are manufactured and marketed 

by our overseas companies,” said Zhang Ruimin, Chairman of 

the Board of Directors and CEO of Haier Group. In his opinion, 

overseas manufacturing and marketing are important for its 

participation in international division of labor and cooperation. As a 

result, the sales by its overseas branches become an important part 

of Haier’s international trade, and therefore, traditional statistics for 

foreign trade by the Customs can no longer give a true picture. 

Now, Haier has set up 10 R&D centers worldwide (with 8 

abroad), 7 industrial parks, 24 manufacturing plants and 24 trade 

companies, creating a localized development model integrating 

design, manufacture and marketing, and driving the development of 

global brands.

Some experts said that overseas plants and acquisition have 

created composite effects. Though their turnover is not included in 

customs data, they actually take a direct part in the global division 

of labor through the chain of localized production and sales 

overseas. This has gone beyond the scope of the traditional foreign 

trade model.

While enterprises are struggling to go global, Qingdao's modern 

service sector is facing a good opportunity to shift growth drivers.

The construction of an oriental “Dreamwood” for movie and 

TV industry is under way in Lingshan Bay at the west coast of 

Qingdao, which will be a national industrial leader when completed. 

The construction of the Qingdao Oriental Cinema Movie and TV 

Industrial Park is advancing at a marvelous speed. In less than 

4 years, a 10000 m2 main studio, which is currently the world's 

largest, together with 15 smaller studios and 11 scene production 

workshops have been completed. International architecture of 

various styles makes it a new showcase for Qingdao’s movie and 

TV culture. The successful shooting of international blockbusters 

such as Great Wall and Pacific Rim 2 here makes Qingdao famous.

As of now, many hundred-billion-yuan-level industrial projects, 
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such as the Global Digital Entertainment Center, and the International Culture 

& Health Eco-valley, and ten-billion-yuan-level projects, such as Qingdao 

Oriental Cinema, HPE Global Big Data Center, and China Railway Expo 

Center, have settled here to form the world's largest full-industrial-chain 

movie and TV production center and high-end tourist resort. It has become an 

important growth pole in the city plan featuring “three bays and three areas”.

Let’s shift our attention to the cruise terminal in Shibei District, Qingdao. 

The traditional cargo berths have been replaced by a modern building in the 

shape of a sail – the International Cruise Terminal. In the first half of this 

year, it received 53000 passengers from 50 voyages, up 151.8% and 72.4% 

respectively. 

The boom of the modern service sector accelerated the transformation of 

traditional foreign trade to modern international trade. In such context, the 

establishment of a modern international trade index system that matches the 

economic development has become an urgent task.

In order to get true and first-hand data, experts from various sectors were 

invited to offer proposals for a modern international trade index system at 

seminars in Qingdao. They believed that it is high time to establish a modern 

international trade index system in the context of accelerated transformation of 

traditional foreign trade to modern international trade. 

Qingdao Qianwan Bonded Port  Photo by: Zhang Jingang and Sun Jintao 
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Opinions of Experts
The “Report on the International Development of Qingdao – A GNP (GNI)-

based Study” was released at the end of 2016 on the official website of Guanghua 

School of Management, Peking University, with analysis on the development 

of GNP and GNI from 2011 to 2015 in Qingdao, and a conclusion on the 

internalization level of Qingdao based on the results of analysis.

The Report made Qingdao the first city in China that has carried out GNP and 

GNI studies. 

The national principle can better reflect the economic power of a nation or 

region, as well as the global characteristics of production and business operation 

of the local residents. It has profound significance to Qingdao to get a true picture 

of its development level based on new statistics. 

Such studies can help create a measurement and comparison index system 

applicable to international cities, and help Qingdao achieve its goal of building a 

livable international city through scientific development. 

Professor Wu Changqi at Guanghua School of Management, Peking University 

said that, as more and more enterprises are going global, comparative studies of 

GNI and GDP are becoming more and more important. To understand precisely 

the share that Chinese enterprises have in the global market requires further study 

and analysis of GDP data, and Qingdao has made a good start in this regard. 

Mr. Zhang Guoyou, Chairman of China Managerial Science Academy 

and Director of the International Business Administration Institute of Peking 

University, said that Qingdao has the conditions and advantage in the exploration 

of a new system as a large number of Qingdao-based large enterprises such as 

Haier, HiSense, Qingjian Group, CRRC Sifang, and SEPCOIII have already gone 

global.

In the international trade index model explored in Qingdao, the initial GNI 

model, which is based on data provided by foreign exchange authorities, 

banks and commercial departments, shows rapid growth in returns on overseas 

investment by local enterprises.

In this initial model, the growing speed of Qingdao’s GNI is generally 

faster than that of its GDP, suggesting that internalization construction is a key 

economic driver. The model also indicates that there is still a gap in this regard 
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compared with cities in developed countries: in terms of per capita income, 

Qingdao is a relatively high-income city in a middle-income country, but the GNI 

is lower than that of a developed country.

The study demonstrates that the difference between GNP and GNI is 

insignificant in Qingdao, suggesting that Qingdao is now in the middle stage of 

development. It has been proved by international practices that GDP in the period 

of economic opening-up is generally higher than GNI, then the two are becoming 

similar, and with the further expansion of opening-up, GNI may grow higher than 

GDP. 

Under the support of the Ministry of Commerce, a brand-new “three-in-one” 

modern international trade system covering cargo export/import, service export/

import and turnover of overseas investment and trade is being established in 

Qingdao to boost the shift of growth drivers.

Exploration of the “Three-in-One” System
In 2016, the modern international trade index system was put into operation in 

Qingdao. It is expected that Qingdao's total international trade volume will reach 

US$52.07 billion in the first half of this year, up 14.4%. The import and export 

of cargoes will hit US$34.97 billion, up 19.3%, the export and import of services 

will hit US$6.86 billion, up 30.2%, and the amount of overseas investments will 

hit US$10.24 billion, up 10%. 

These achievements are attributable to the persistent explorations of a modern 

international trade index system.

In the field of business development, Qingdao quickens the shift of growth 

drivers to promote supply-side structural reform based on “four integrations” 

derived from the “three-in-one” operating system, charting the direction for 

business development.

Qingdao has made new achievements in improving the driver of modern 

consumer economy through integration of foreign trade and domestic trade; in 

the transformation and upgrading of the traditional foreign trade into modern 

international trade through integration of trade and investment; in the innovation 

of the investment promotion system in modern industries through integration of 

domestic and foreign investments; and in the creation of a new “Road and Belt” 
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cooperation model through integration of “bringing in” and “going 

out”. 

As early as 2013, Qingdao launched “action plans” for 

the development of e-commerce, international cargo trade, 

international transit trade, international service trade, and 

integrated development of domestic and foreign trade, which 

paved the way for the trial implementation of the modern 

international trade index system. 

An official with the Qingdao Bureau of Commerce said that 

two new indexes, namely, service trade and sales by enterprises 

established overseas, are incorporated in the modern international 

trade index system, on the basis of the cargo trade statistics 

system. It is a breakthrough to the traditional model and practice 

and integrates cargo trade with service trade, and two-way 

investment with coordinated development, so that it can reflect 

the international trade in an all-round way.

At the same time, the indexes in the modern international trade 

index system are used in practical work to form an integrative 

working mechanism covering foreign trade, utilization of foreign 

capital and overseas investment to serve the Belt and Road 

Initiative, coordinate the relationship between “bringing in” 

and “going out”, foster new competitiveness for international 

cooperation, and eventually establish a higher-level growth-

oriented economic system that covers more areas and fields.

It is reported that Qingdao is stepping up efforts to build an 

international city, and that requires a modern operating system to 

evaluate international trade. The modern international trade index 

system may provide quantified construction targets, as well as 

scientific guidelines for the appraisal of the development strategy 

for an international city. 
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Recently, a press conference was jointly held by Qingdao 

Municipal Government and the World Intellectual Property 

Organization (WIPO) on the issue of a thematic report on the 

international registration of marks and promotion of economic 

development through the Madrid System.

According to the report, Qingdao ranks first in China in 

the number of applications filed under the Madrid System. 

During 2011-2015, international applications in Qingdao filed 

under the Madrid System grew 31 times. It is reported that 

Qingdao’s experience in promoting the Madrid System was 

recommended by the WIPO in six working languages of the 

United Nations. The "Qingdao Phenomenon" in using the 

Madrid System was known to the world.

In recent years, great importance was attached to the 

role played by trade marks and brands in implementing the 

creative development strategy of Qingdao, where enterprises 

are encouraged to “go global” on the strength of their trade 

marks and brands. Significant achievements have been made 

by export-oriented enterprises in market diversification and 

brand internalization. 
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A favorable environment was created in Qingdao for international 

development of brands. The brand protection awareness of enterprises 

has been enhanced. Enterprises in Qingdao value trade marks and pay 

close attention to overseas registration of trade marks. At the same time, 

they foster their own brands and improve their ability to operate and 

manage their brands overseas. Enterprises are encouraged to develop 

the international market and improve the influence of their brands in the 

international market on the strength of their brands. 

So far, Qingdao has 125,000 valid trade marks and 135 famous trade 

marks registered in China, including some world-renowned brands such 

as Haier and Tsingtao Beer, which have greatly enhanced the market 

competitiveness for Qingdao products. 

Besides, Qingdao encourages enterprises to register trade marks via the 

Madrid System to promote its international development strategy. In 2014, 

Qingdao filed 719 trade mark applications via the Madrid System; in 2015, 

the number of applications reached 811, ranking first for two consecutive 

years in China; in 2016, Qingdao filed 567 applications, and the total 

number of applications hit 2429, ranking first in China in the number of 

trade mark applications via the Madrid System, hence the term of "Qingdao 

Phenomenon" used by the WIPO.

In recognition of Qingdao's outstanding achievements in international 

registration under the Madrid System, the WIPO and the State 

Administration for Industry and Commerce jointly held commemorative 

  Scenery of Qingdao Photo by Wang Yongsen

activities in Qingdao in November 2016 for 

the 125th founding anniversary of the Madrid 

System. 

WIPO and Qingdao signed a MOU in July 

2011 on a joint research on the use of the 

Madrid System to promote economic growth 

in China. The research was conducted from 

2011 to 2015, during which the total export of 

Qingdao increased by 2 percentage points from 

the national average level.

An information promotion officer with the 

Madrid Registration Bureau of WIPO said that 

the report includes a summary of Qingdao's 

experiences using the Madrid System and 

will serve as useful examples for China and 

other cities and regions around the globe. It is 

learned that WIPO will shoot a documentary 

in Qingdao concerning the report and a film on 

Qingdao’s enterprises using the Madrid System 

for promotional purposes.

Established in 1891, the 126-year-old 

Madrid System provides an effective way for 

international trade mark registration. In 2016, 

there were 98 contracting parties and 114 

member states, covering the European Union 

(EU), African Intellectual Property Organization 

(OAPI), most developed countries and many 

developing countries and countries in transition, 

with a total trade volume accounting for 80% of 

the world's total. 
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Qingdao Int'l Sailing 
Week & Ocean Festival

Written by Zhao Wei and Yuan Hua Qiang

 On August 11, a carrack named “Pallada” from Russia arrived at Qingdao 

Olympic Sailing Center to attend the 2017 Qingdao International Sailing Week and 

Ocean Festival.

The annual Qingdao International Sailing Week and Ocean Festival has become a 

signature event of Qingdao, the Sailing Capital of China.

In fact, Qingdao is a coastal city with profound marine culture, which has long 

been nurtured by the ocean.

A coastal city with abundant development opportunities 
Qingdao International Sailing Week is an important event initiated in 2009, 

while Qingdao International Ocean Festival was launched in 1995. In 2014, the two 

events were combined and became a world-renowned event showcasing the local 

ocean culture. 

The ocean is of extraordinary significance to Qingdao

Qingdao is a coastal city with an excellent location and beautiful scenery along a 

coastline of 870 km.

More than 1000 years ago, Qingdao was an important port for foreign trade in 

China, and one of the starting points of the ancient "Silk Road on the Sea".
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Banqiao Town, an ancient port established in the Tang Dynasty on the north coast of 

Jiaozhou Bay, was the busiest port in Jiaozhou Bay and even Jiaodong Peninsula. In the 

Song Dynasty, there were altogether eight customs houses in the country, and the only one 

in northern China was located in Banqiao Town, thus, making the only foreign trade port in 

northern China at that time.

In modern times, foreign trade and marine fishery were no longer the only ways to 

exploit marine resources. Apart from marine economy, marine culture began to exert an 

influence upon the city of Qingdao.

Since the reform and opening-up, Qingdao has achieved significant progress in marine 

development as one of the first coastal cities in China opening to the outside world, and a 

"key nodal city in the New Eurasian Continental Bridge economic corridor" and a "strategic 

pivot for maritime cooperation" in the Belt and Road Initiative. The Port of Qingdao has 

grown to be the seventh largest port in the world, and the West Coast New Area has become 

a national demonstration area for the development of marine economy. The proposals for 

the development of the Qingdao Blue Silicon Valley and the cross-border e-commerce pilot 

area have been ratified by the central government; the Dongjiakou Port has been ratified by 

the State Council to open to the outside world.

In recent years, Qingdao has explored opportunities for marine development by making 

China’s first “Ocean+” development plan, as well as proposals for a marine development 

center featuring “three centers and one base”, and China’s only national laboratory for 

marine science and technology. Qingdao, as a national leader in maritime development, 

aims at a higher level of marine development. 

According to the plan, Qingdao will be developed into a world-class “international 

bayside metropolis” to realize the goal of development from a coastal economic center 

in eastern China into a national central city, from a coastal port city in eastern China into 

a shipping center in northeast Asia, and from a tourist resort into an international marine 

tourism city. All of these are closely related to the “ocean”. 

It is apparent that Qingdao's development is never separated from the ocean throughout 

its development history. 

Invigorating marine organizations 
In the West Coast New Area, a 90-meter-high marine engineering platform with four 

adjustable columns is ready to be moved to its destination. Built by Qingdao Haixi Heavy-

duty Machinery Co., Ltd, this multifunction self-elevating marine engineering platform 
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can accommodate hundreds of workers for offshore oil and gas exploitation. It is worth as 

much as a Boeing 737. 

The wave power generation system developed by Qingdao Weizhan Ocean Energy 

Technology Co., Ltd can convert wave energy into AC electrical power through the up-and-

down movement of buoys. It is the world's first new energy generation system with reliable 

and controllable operations.

Such high-end marine equipment represents the manufacturing power of China, and 

such manufacturing power comes from decades of efforts on the development of marine 

technologies in Qingdao.

Boats in the Clipper Race
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Now, the Qingdao National Laboratory for Marine Science and Technology 

has been put into operation; the National Deep Sea Base has become the 

home port for the deep-sea manned submersible "Jiaolong"; the National 

Marine Equipment Quality Testing Center has been listed as a national 

engineering laboratory for underwater marine equipment and technical 

experiment and inspection, and projects of the First Institute of Oceanography 

under the State Oceanic Administration, the Qingdao Institute of Marine 

Geology under the Ministry of Land and Resources, and the Beihai National 

Center for Underwater Cultural Relics Protection are under construction.

According to statistics, more than 30% of China’s marine education and 

research institutions, including one national and 17 provincial-level marine 

laboratories, 11 marine observatories, 20 marine research vessels, and 28 

marine research and education organizations are located in Qingdao, with a 

total of 15000 marine professionals, including more than 40% of the country's 

experts and scholars, 50% of its teaching and research faculty, and 70% of its 

marine-related senior experts and academicians of the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences, and Chinese Academy of Engineering.

Qingdao ranks No. 1 in the field of marine science and technology in 

China. 

Marine-related enterprises are faced with new development opportunities 

in Qingdao. 

In the showroom of Qingdao Bright Moon Seaweed Group, a worker 

shows a new pharmaceutical product: a roll of medical bandage that stops 

bleeding and hastens wound healing without causing tissue adhesions.

This wonderful bandage is made of an extract from seaweed--alginate. Now 

the company has an annual output of 13000 tons of alginate, representing 

33% and 25% of the domestic and global output, respectively. It has become 

the largest alginate producer in the world.

In fact, there are more such marine products developed in Qingdao, such as 

cosmetics, health care products and spices developed by Haijiantang Biotech, 

the largest producer of collagen in China; new marine biological drugs 

developed by Huanghai Pharmaceutical; and marine biological products 

development by Silver Century Health Industrial Group.
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Three bays and three areas
August is the most beautiful season in Qingdao. Red roofs, green trees, blue sky and 

azure sea dotted by white sails paint a fantastic picture of the city.

The ocean is a source of vigor and offers new opportunities for Qingdao in an age of 

ocean development. 

Statistics show that Qingdao’s gross marine production in 2016 hit 251.5 billion RMB, 

representing 1/4 of the city's GDP, which was one trillion RMB, far higher than the national 

rate of 9.6% and Shandong's rate of 18%, becoming a powerful driver of economic growth. 

In the same year, Qingdao was listed as a national demonstration city for innovative 

development of marine economy in the 13th Five-year Plan.

In the 13th Five-year Plan for Marine Economy Development issued by the National 

Reform and Development Commission and the State Oceanic Administration, the 

construction of the Blue Silicon Valley, and the Pilot Area for the Development of Cruise 

Tourism, the development of marine farms, marine equipment industry, shipbuilding 

industry, marine energy and seawater utilization industries, marine tourism, as well as the 

planning, construction and management of seawater desalination utilities are included. 

Qingdao has recognized the importance of the ocean, and made development plans based 

on its marine resources and superiorities. 

In accordance with Qingdao's “Ocean +” Development Plan (2015-2020), Qingdao 

will step up efforts to build a national marine development center. By 2020, a large scale 

modern marine industrial cluster with advanced technology will take form to further 

improve the city's marine tech innovation capacity and opening-up and cooperation level. 

At the meeting for promoting supply-side structural reform and construction of “three 

centers and one base”, Qingdao set a new strategic goal to “build an internationally 

advanced marine development center” and launched a new round of marine development. 

In 2017, Qingdao made an ambitious plan for building an international bayside 

metropolis featuring “three bays and three areas”: with Jiaozhou Bay in the center, 

Lingshan Bay in the west, and Aoshan Bay in the east. The Report at the 12th CPC 

Congress of Qingdao and the Report on the Work of the Government at the First Session 

of the 16th Congress of Qingdao held in the first half of this year proposed a city pattern 

of the international bayside metropolis featuring “three belts and one axis, three bays and 

three areas, and cluster development”.

Qingdao has set off with its blue dream to embrace a brighter future.
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Top Talents to Receive Living 
Allowance of 5 Million RMB

Written by Song Xiaohua

Scenery of Qingdao

Recent ly,  Qingdao re leased “Regulat ions  on the 

Determination and Reward of Top Talents Introduced to 

Qingdao (For Trial Implementation)”, which stipulates that 

newly elected/introduced full-time top talents will receive a 

living allowance amounting to 5 million RMB; newly elected/

introduced part-time top talents will receive income subsidies; 

and talent cultivating units will receive bonus on a lump-sum 

basis.

The Regulations provide that, a newly elected or introduced 

top talent must meet one of the following conditions: a winner 

of Nobel Prize (in physics, chemistry, physiology or medicine), 

Crafoord Prize of the Royal Swedish Academy, Wolf Prize, 

Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement, Fields Medal, 

Vetlesen Prize, Albert Lasker Basic Medical Research Award, 

A.M. Turing Award and other important international science 

and technology prizes and awards; a world-level scientist, 

such as national academician or member of national academic 
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institutions in the U.S., Japan, Germany, France, and the U.K.; scientist who 

has made important international contributions or has important international 

influence; winner of a top prize for science and technology in China; and 

member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences or Chinese Academy of 

Engineering (including foreign member). 

Newly elected top talents or full-time talents introduced will receive a 

living allowance amounting to 5 million RMB to be used to improve their 

work, study and living conditions, which will be paid within three years at a 

rate of 20%, 30% and 50%, respectively, upon confirmation.

Full-time top talents introduced to start up enterprises must have 

independent intellectual property or core technology, the start-up enterprises 

must be of international first-class, in line with Qingdao’s key industrial 

development and can push industrial upgrading in Qingdao. The talents must 

be shareholders holding at least 30% share of the start-up enterprises, must 

stay in Qingdao for at least three months in a year. Foreign top talents must 

have a work permit or work-related resident permit.

Income subsidies for part-time talents introduced will be calculated as 

per certain ratio of the remuneration received from their employers (based 

on personal income tax statements issued by the Qingdao Bureau of Local 

Taxation), but the maximum will not exceed 2 million RMB for each person. 

A lump-sum reward of 3 million RMB will be given to the cultivating units 

of newly elected top talents, which can be used for personnel training and 

R&D activities.

In recent years, Qingdao has issued a range of incentive policies to 

support start-ups and attract top talents. These include giving higher 

housing subsidies for graduates with PhD and master degrees, and opening 

green-channels for high-level talents. In addition to incentives for high-

level talents, Qingdao has built platforms like “China Ocean Economic 

Conference for International Talent and Industry-University-Research 

Cooperation” and “Qingdao Tour for Doctorate Graduates” to attract high-

level talents. At the same time, Qingdao has established industrial parks for 

academicians, experts, PhD graduates, and returned graduates to promote 

business innovations and start-ups in various fields.
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Written by Zhao Wei

Page 10, September 21, 2017

Qingdao Remains Magnet 
for Foreign Financial 
Institutions

The natural instinct of capital is to flow where there is economic vitality and profit. 

Foreign financial institutions are sensitive to economic vitality and prospects. 

Places with great vitality and bright prospects are targets of foreign financial 

institutions. Qingdao is one of such places.

Qingdao has long realized the importance of finance to modern industrial 

investment and building of an international business environment.

Qingdao, as the first pilot area for financial and wealth management reform in 

China, has been working hard to facilitate the smooth flow of foreign capital, and 

formulated 57 policies and established 30 professional teams to promote investment 

in modern industries, including a team to promote investment in the wealth 

management and financial sector.

Foreign financial institutions rushing to build operations
Along with the progress of China's opening-up and internationalization process, 

an increasing number of foreign financial institutions are swarming to build their 

presence in Qingdao. So far, Qingdao has 34 foreign financial institutions, the most 

amongst similar cities in China. 

As early as 2006 when the Regulations of the People's Republic of China on 

the Management of Foreign-invested Financial Institutions were enacted, foreign 

banks were allowed to open offices and branches in the Chinese market. Since then, 
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Qingdao has become a magnet for foreign financial institutions thanks to its economic 

vitality and potential.

With the construction progress of the pilot area for wealth management and financial 

reform in recent years, more and more foreign financial institutions are turning their eyes to 

Qingdao.

In 2015 alone, three foreign banks, i.e. the Development Bank of Singapore (DBS), 

Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Ltd (ANZ), and Korea Development Bank, 

opened their branches in Qingdao.

ANZ Qingdao Branch started business in September 2015. Mr. Michael Smith, President 

of ANZ, said that both Qingdao and Shandong maintained long-term partnership with 

Australia, and there was great potential in bilateral trade and investment growth. 

One month later, DBS Qingdao was open for business. 

Neil Ge, Chief Executive Officer of DBS China Limited, spoke highly of Qingdao: “As a 

coastal open city, Qingdao is an important national economic center with great vitality and 

potential.”

Statistics from the China Banking Regulatory Commission (CBRC) Qingdao Office 

indicates that now, there are 17 foreign capital banks in Qingdao, with total assets 

amounting to 42.42 billion RMB, and the balance of deposits and outstanding loans 

amounting to 23.596 billion RMB and 31.886 billion RMB, respectively. 

In addition, foreign insurance institutions also smelled the huge opportunity and 

swarmed into Qingdao. 

“On July 20, 2005, Heng An Standard Life opened its branch in Qingdao, which was 

the first joint-venture insurance company in this city. The reason for Heng An's setting up 

a branch in Qingdao is the city's rapid economic development, huge market potential, its 

irreplaceable leading role in Shandong's economy, and the internationalization level,” said 

an official of Heng An Standard Life.

Now, there are 17 foreign-invested insurance companies in Qingdao, including BOB-

CARDIF Life Insurance Co. Ltd, PKU Founder Life, Heng An Standard Life, and Samsung 

Property Insurance. 

Apart from foreign banks and insurance companies, Qingdao has also worked to 

introduce leasing, guarantee, automobile financing, property management and insurance 

brokerage projects to boost the construction of a regional finance center and CBD. At 

present, foreign financial institutions operate over 300 business lines in Qingdao. 

A hundred years of financial development
Everything happens for a reason. 

Foreign financial institutions rush to Qingdao because of its geographical advantages, 

strong industrial foundation, preferential policies and good development prospects.

On the 36-degree north latitude line are located four of the world's eight largest bayside 

economic areas, i.e. San Francisco, New York, Tokyo, and Busan.

Qingdao faces the Korean Peninsula and Japan across the sea, and is located at the same 

latitude as Busan, Tokyo and San Francisco, enjoying a strategic location, connecting the 

inland, north and south of China and the Pacific Ocean. 

Qingdao's financial sector has a history of more than a hundred years - as early as in the 

1920s and 30s, Qingdao was a gathering place for foreign banks and one of the financial 

centers in the far-east region. 

Deutsch-Asiatische Bank, the predecessor of Deutsche Bank, opened an office in 

Qingdao in 1898 and developed it into a branch of the bank one year later. It was the first 

foreign bank in Qingdao.

In 2013, Deutsche Bank Qingdao Branch was open for business in Qingdao, and two 

years later, Allianz China Life Insurance Co., Ltd was incorporated in Qingdao.

To date, the financial cooperation between Qingdao and Germany has lasted for more 

than a century.

"Qingdao is one of the top ten economic centers in China, with strong industrial 
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foundation, and the residents are 

relatively well-off and have high 

insurance awareness. As the only 

national pilot area for wealth management, 

Qingdao enjoys a favorable financial 

environment with sufficient human resources 

and a high level of opening-up, which suits the 

taste of German companies. Besides, Qingdao 

enjoys a pleasant climate and beautiful landscape," 

said Wang Yingcong, General Manager of Allianz China 

Qingdao Branch. 

Wang said frankly that an agglomeration effect of foreign 

financial institutions has been formed in Qingao. Besides, there 

are many supporting services for banks and insurance companies, 

which further improve the business environment of foreign financial 

institutions.

Standard Chartered Bank also has a long history of business 

relationship with Qingdao.

Established at No.2 Guantao Road in 1925, Standard Chartered Bank 

Qingdao Branch was primarily engaged in foreign exchange, deposit taking and 

lending business.

“At that time, there were many foreign banks on Guantao Road, which was known 

as a "street of foreign banks," said Chen Guohua, President of Standard Chartered Bank 

(China) Ltd., Qingdao Branch. "Qingdao is an important coastal city in Shandong and 

even in China, with export-oriented economy and huge market potential. Therefore, it is one 

of the core business cities for Standard Chartered Bank (China) Ltd." Established in December 

2006, Standard Chartered Bank (China) Ltd., Qingdao Branch currently has five subsidiaries in 

Qingdao. 
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“Qingdao is a pivotal and nodal city for the ‘Belt and Road’ strategy, with a high level of openness. 

Qingdao enjoys a lot of advantages, with more than 1400 companies that have international 

operations, well-developed ‘internet+’ and related industries, and a national-level incubation and 

innovation center for small and micro enterprises. This is why international banks like Standard 

Chartered Bank chose Qingdao as their business base,” Chen Guohua said.

Creating an international business environment
Foreign financial institutions combine their strengths, vast experience and good 

traditions with the local characteristics of Qingdao, and work with local banks to 

inject vitality into the international business environment in Qingdao.

There is a typical internet enterprise in Qingdao engaged in providing 

human resources through O2O. It helps blue-collar job-seekers 

communicate with potential employers through phone apps. However, 

it ran into financial problem at the initial stage due to the lack of 

collateral for a start-up loan.

Standard Chartered Bank Qingdao Branch provided an 

unsecured start-up loan through its unique scorecard 

system, becoming the first banker to support such an 

emerging "internet +" company. Now the company 

has more than 30,000 active clients, with an 

annual income of 30 million RMB, and has won 

the favor of venture capital investors. 

Foreign f inancial  inst i tut ions in 

Qingdao not only provide necessary 

capital for business development, 

but also help Qingdao enterprises 

to “go global”.

Hisense has more than 
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twenty overseas branches across the globe and has production facilities in South Africa, 

Egypt and Algeria, and its products are sold in 130 countries and regions, and the ratio of 

domestic to overseas revenue is 4:1.

Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC) Qingdao Branch provides local 

support to Hisense's overseas branches in Hong Kong, Singapore, the U.S., the UK and 

Germany, at a total line of credit of US$600 million. 

“Foreign financial institutions in Qingdao come from many countries and regions 

such as Europe, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Each of them 

is good at specific services such as internet and cross-border services. They all help local 

businesses to ‘go global’ and in introducing foreign capital enterprises to Qingdao,” said 

Wang Zhongtan, Director of CBRC Qingdao Office. Each foreign bank positions the 

function of its Qingdao branch in reference of the entire region according to the economic 

environment, the superiority of its parent bank and the characteristics of its financial 

products so as to provide the advantage sectors or major enterprises in key economic zones 

with integrated domestic and foreign currency services.

Qingdao’s decision makers have realized the leverage effect of foreign financial 

institutions on economic growth, and spared no effort to attract them.

Qingdao enacted policies in the recent years, such as “Opinions of the People’s 

Government of Qingdao on Promoting the Development of the Financial Industry”, 

“Regulations on the Implementation of Supportive Policies for Financial Industry 

Development” and “Regulations for the Promotion of Financial Industry Development 

in Qingdao”. In terms of regulation, Qingdao adjusted and relaxed access policies for 

foreign financial institutions, canceled some approval items, simplified and regulated the 

procedures for administrative licensing.

The ever-improving financial environment has greatly facilitated the flow of foreign 

capital in Qingdao. According to statistics of the Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, in the first 

seven months, Qingdao received a total foreign capital of US$5.181 billion, up 10.13% 

y-o-y.

As an important nodal city along the “New Eurasian Continental Bridge Economic 

Corridor” and a pivotal city along the "Maritime Silk Road", Qingdao has been 

implementing its international city strategy in recent years. We have good reasons to 

believe that with such multiple advantages and favorable policies, foreign financial 

institutions will have a brilliant future in this city.
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Qingdao Airport Enters 
an Era of Intercontinental 
Development

Written by Song Xiaohua

Qingdao Liuting Int'l Airport
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Recently, a direct flight from Qingdao to Moscow was launched. This is the first direct 

passenger flight from Shandong to Russia, and the fifth intercontinental flight following 

those to Frankfurt, San Francisco, Melbourne, and Vancouver.

Regular international flights from Qingdao to Moscow by an A330 airbus of Capital 

Airline are scheduled on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. The flight will take 9 

hours and 40 minutes to complete.

“It is more convenient for me to take this flight to go home,” said Anna, a Russian girl 

studying in Qingdao on her way home for her summer holiday in the Hall of International 

Departure at Qingdao Airport. Before the flight was launched, she had to travel through 

Beijing or Harbin, and a trip would take at least 24 hours to complete. Now it takes only 10 

hours, much faster than before. 
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Now Qingdao Airport operates 20 international flights to 16 cities, 

namely Osaka, Nagoya, Fukuoka, Tokyo, Okinawa, Inchon, Pusan, 

Frankfurt, Melbourne, Vancouver, New Delhi, Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, 

San Francisco, Bangkok, and Moscow in 11 countries, namely Japan, South 

Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, India, Canada, America, Germany, Thailand, 

and Russia.

It is worth mentioning that Qingdao Airport is a regional hub connecting 

Japan and South Korea, with 56 flights everyday, or one flight in every half 

an hour between Qingdao and Japan or South Korea. 

In addition to the 5 intercontinental routes, Qingdao is going to open 

four new direct intercontinental routes to London, Sidney, Madrid and Los 

Angeles. 

Among them, the route to Los Angeles will be launched on December 11 

this year, which is the second direct route from Qingdao to the U.S. after the 

Qingdao-San Francisco route. The Los Angeles route is planned to be flown 

by a B787 jumbo plane of Xiamen Airlines on Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday every week. 

It is reported that in recent years, Qingdao has increased support for the 

air transit network by highlighting the function of “air expressways” such as 

“Southeast Asia-West Region-Qingdao-Europe, America and Australia” and 

“Northeast-Japan/South Korea-Qingdao-Europe, America and Australia” in 

a bid to attract domestic and international passengers from Southeast and 

Northeast Asia to take intercontinental flights via Qingdao, thus providing 

favorable conditions for intercontinental market development.

To develop the intercontinental market, in addition to building a 

new international airport, Qingdao gives priority to furthering strategic 

cooperation with intercontinental carriers such as Xiamen Airlines and 

Capital Airlines in order to develop a new business operating model 

to accelerate the construction of their Qingdao-based companies and 

form an international air transit network to better serve the operation of 

intercontinental air routes.
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On this basis, Qingdao spares no effort to develop new intercontinental routes by guiding 

and encouraging the operation of flights, ground logistics, advertisements, and passenger 

and cargo resources, and help Qingdao Airport develop intercontinental routes.

It is reported that the new Qingdao Airport is under accelerated construction and will 

be completed and put into operation in 2019. In May 2017, the Headquarters projects of 

the Capital Airlines and Xiamen Airlines were settled in the Qingdao Jiaodong Airport 

Economic Demonstration Zone, providing guarantee for the operation and further 

development of the new airport.
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“Xiangyanghong 01” Starts 
Global Journey from Qingdao

Page 10, August 31, 2017

Written by Song Xiaohua

The National Deep Sea Base―the home port of ‘’Xiangyanghong 01"
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Recently, "Xiangyanghong 01", China's elite science ship, started its journey 

from Qingdao for 2017-2018 global comprehensive marine scientific research. 

This journey consists of two major tasks: the 46th China Ocean Voyage 

and 34th China Antarctic Scientific Investigation (together with “Xuelong”). 

It is China's first comprehensive scientific research mission integrating ocean 

research and polar region research. The mission will take 260 days, cover 35000 

sea miles, and the vessel is expected to return to Qingdao on May 15, 2018. 

Belonging to the No. 1 Institute of Oceanography of the State Oceanic 

Administration, "Xiangyanghong 01" is a new-generation world-advanced 

science ship. This voyage is executed by the No. 1 Institute of Oceanography 

of the State Oceanic Administration, involving a crew of 271 from a dozen of 

organizations. 

Li Tiegang, the chief of the voyage and director of the No. 1 Institute of 

Oceanography of the State Oceanic Administration, said that segmented 

scientific research and investigation were common in the previous single-task 

missions. “In fact, all the scientific questions concerning the marine system are 

naturally interconnected, for example, the formation of a certain seabed solid 

mineral may be the result of interaction by the deep dynamic process of the 

earth and the deep ocean current. We initiated the multiple-task mission guided 

by scientific questions for comprehensive scientific research involving multiple 

disciplines, all elements, and multiple temporal and special scales.” 

It is reported that this global research consists of 6 stages: in the first 

stage, rare earth resources will be surveyed and deep sea environment will 

be investigated in the sea basin in the middle of the Indian Ocean; in the 

second and the third stages, polymetallic sulfide will be surveyed and deep sea 
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environment will be investigated on the ridges in the south Atlantic Ocean; 

in the fourth stage, multidisciplinary and all-around marine environment 

will be observed and investigated off the shelf of Antarctic Peninsula; in the 

fifth and the sixth stages, rare earth resources will be surveyed and deep sea 

environment will be investigated in the sea basin in the southeast Pacific 

Ocean. The mission will focus on resources, environment and climate to 

provide data for analysis of marine climate and marine forecasting, and 

help execute the “Belt and Road” strategy. 

It is worth mentioning that there are nearly 50 sets of equipment on 

board "Xiangyanghong 01", including drilling rig, deep tow system, deep 

sea buoys and submerged buoys, core sampling machine, high-definition 

multi-channel seismograph, and water body radioactive rapid detector etc. 

Many of them were developed independently in China, and will help the 

crew to explore the deep sea.

With these advanced equipment, this voyage will achieve many “first 

discoveries”. The scientists will get access to the Southern Atlantic 

Ocean that is rarely visited by human being; they will explore the laws 

of hydrothermal activities and ore formation in the South Atlantic 

Ocean as well as the life process under extreme conditions. In addition, 

tropical Atlantic surface circulation, monsoon parameters, hydrological 

characteristics and biocenosis structure and composition will be studied in 

the expedition. 

Comprehensive survey will be conducted on the waters around Antarctic 

Peninsula. The scientists will also survey the submarine topography, 

geological composition and environmental conditions with the help of 

multichannel seismograph (480 channels), multi-beam bathymetric system 

and sub-bottom profiler etc. This comprehensive survey is like a physical 

examination on Antarctic Peninsula waters which may provide abundant 

scientific supportive data for the past, current and future of Antarctic area. 
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Fifty exquisite Mosaic pictures from Italy were on show in Qingdao from October last 

year to March this year. 

This is the first exhibition of its kind in China. 

This exhibition is due to the efforts of an Italian named Marco Pardini.

Marco Pardini is 58 years old, a typical European in physical constitution: tall, strong, 

with deep eyes, high nose, and curly hair. He is a typical Italian in life and work. 

He started Easy Best, a company for refrigeration equipment in Qingdao and brought 

Italian ice cream to China many years ago. In addition, he successfully exported stainless 

steel commercial refrigeration equipment to Europe through R&D, taking the lead in China 

in exporting such equipment. He also introduced Italian opera and football to China through 

exhibition, concert and various types of exchange. In 2010, he co-organized with two 

Italians the Italian FHL Charity Foundation which was sponsored by Italian businessmen in 

Qingdao. 

Marco’s life in Qingdao is dominated by Italian ice cream, Italian music and FHL 

Charity Foundation.

“I’ve been in Qingdao for 13 years. I love Qingdao, love China, and love Chinese. I 

enjoy staying here. I felt I got a rebirth when I came to Qingdao,” he said. 

Marco is different from other foreigners working or investing in China in that he came to 

Italian Marco Pardini 
in Qingdao

Overseas prestigious persons

in Q
ingdao

Written by Zhao Wei
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China to start business all by himself.

By the end of the twentieth century, and after two decades of opening-up, China had 

become an attraction to Europeans. In spite of the great distance, Marco believed that with 

world advanced commercial refrigeration technology, his products were sure to take a large 

share in the Chinese market. 

However, Italian ice cream and exhibition cabinet were far from being popular at that 

time, and what was more difficult for his venture was that his goal was to make such 

equipment in China and export the products in the world market. 

All things are difficult at the beginning. 

“At the very beginning, it was extremely difficult because no one believed that China 

could make quality product," he said. "I made my first transaction when I met a cooperator 

in Laizhou, Shandong in 2002.”From then on, he was determined to go ahead with his 

business plan.  

Marco Pardini in his office
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His belief was proved by his experience. 

After a decade, his products were certified by many nations, and his company 

became the largest manufacturer and exporter of commercial refrigeration 

equipment in China. 

“I have received a lot in Qingdao. I received friendship, business, and love. I feel 

that I must do something for Qingdao to express my gratitude,” Marco said, and 

he did instill his deep passion into what ever he was doing. He and his company 

have donated materials and funds worth millions of RMB through FHL to help deaf 

children, poor elders, and families with infantile autism patient as well as college 

students from poor families. 

In fact, the Foundation not only made donations to the needy, but also introduced 

Italian music and arts to Qingdao. 

Qingdao Grand Theater, the most magnificent hall for performance, staged Italian 

classic concert Bohemian in 2011, Jester in 2012, Classic Music Concert for Master 

Verdi in 2013, Photo Exhibition in Memory of 200 Birthday of Verdi in February 

2014, and Classic Music Concert by Symphony Orchestra of La Scala Di Milano in 

September 2013……

2016 Umbria Jazz Festival China Tour took Qingdao as the first leg; in May 

2016, Italian famous Jazz pianist Danilo Rea held his solo concert in Qingdao; five 

months later, “Italian Mosaic Picture Exhibition” was held in Qingdao. 

“I love my mother-town, and I love Qingdao as well. I live in Qingdao now, and 

whenever I mention Qingdao, I always say ‘Our Qingdao’,” Marco said. He wanted 

to introduce Italian culture to “our Qingdao” through such events. 

Marco thinks that as an Italian living in China, it is his duty to promote the 

cultural exchange between the two countries. 

Marco’s efforts have been acknowledged by the government. In 2012, he was 

awarded the 10th Qingdao Award by Qingdao Municipal Government; in 2013, he 

was named by the Government of Shandong Province as “Envoy of Friendship”. 

Marco expressed his thankfulness to the titles and awards by saying “This is the 

recognition by the Chinese Government of my decade’s efforts in cultural exchange 

between China and Italy, and I will continue with my effort as a cultural envoy.”
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