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An International Metropolis
Demonstration zone for China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation 
A key nodal city in the Eurasian bridge economic corridor and 
a strategic pivotal point for marine cooperation
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An International Metropolis

Policies for Investment in Qingdao

Qingdao has launched 15 campaigns to promote the 
construction of an open, vibrant and fashionable modern 
international metropolis.

Marine Development Campaign 

Campaign to Attract Investment and Talent

Transportation Infrastructure Construction Campaign

Campaign for Integrated Military-Civil Development 

Rural Development Campaign

Campaign for Development of Pingdu and Laixi  

Campaign for Construction of an International Aviation, 
Trade and Financial Innovation Center

“High-end Manufacturing + AI” Campaign

Campaign for SOE Reform

Campaign for Development of Private Economy

Campaign for Technology-oriented City Construction 

Campaign for Improvement of the City Quality

Campaign for International Fashion City Construction

Campaign for Building a Highly Efficient Qingdao 

Campaign for Building a Safer Qingdao
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Qingdao Seeks More Cooperation with 
Israel and Germany
Despite  the distance between Qingdao and Israel and between Qingdao 
and Germany, bilateral economic, trade and cultural exchanges at local 
levels would cement closer ties between them.

Qingdao Film Industrial Park Boosts 
China’s Film Industry
Currently, two sci-fi films, The Wandering Earth, and Crazy Alien, are on 
in cinemas around the world. It is said that the two films “started a new 
era for Chinese sci-fi films.” However, many people may not know that the 
two films were shot in the Oriental Film and Television Park in Qingdao.
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Qingdao Seeks More Cooperation 
with Israel and Germany
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　Despite  the distance between Qingdao and Israel and between 
Qingdao and Germany, bilateral economic, trade and cultural 
exchanges at local levels would cement closer ties between them.
　From June 2 to 7, a Qingdao delegation visited Israel and 
Germany. They held seminars, promotional meetings and business 
dialogues, and met  with local officials, scholars and experts, and 
tech and business gurus, in a bid to broaden friendly exchanges and 
cooperation with the local governments and businesses.

Two-way Interactions
　As coastal cities, both Qingdao and Tel Aviv boast beautiful 
coastlines and obvious advantages in the fields of marine science 
and technology, shipping and tourism, thus, they always have 
common topics to talk about.
　On the afternoon of June 2 (local time), a forum on cooperation 
in a Qingdao-Israel technological innovation park was held in Tel 
Aviv, Israel. More than 200 people from government organizations, 
business associations, research institutions, as well as equipment 
manufacturing, financial investment, health care and business 
service sectors attended the event.
　“Israel is known as a ‘country of innovations’ , where education, 
science and technology and talent are treasured. It’ s important for 
Qingdao to learn from its successful experience in innovative 
development,” said Wang Qingxian, secretary of the CPC Qingdao 
Municipal Committee, at the forum. He hoped to integrate Israel’ s 
technology and experience with Qingdao’ s advantages in market 
and production capacity in building the Qingdao-Israel innovation 
park, deepen sci-tech, industrial and trade cooperation, and increase 
talent exchanges to jointly build the park into a new highland for 
comprehensive innovations.
　Qingdao's proposal met with positive response. Zhan Yongxin, 
Chinese ambassador to Israel, vowed to actively promote practical 
cooperation between Qingdao and Israel’ s local governments and 
enterprises, and support the construction of the Qingdao-Israel 
innovation park. Matan Vilnai, president of Israel-Asia Chamber of 
Commerce and former Israeli ambassador to China, expressed 
support for the construction of the Qingdao-Israel innovation park 
in a video.

Landscape of Qingdao
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　Qingdao has maintained friendly cooperation with Germany for many years. 
Frankfurt is a German city with a mix of ancient and modern, busy and easy 
lifestyles. Qingdao is also a city of diverse styles, with a long history and colorful 
cultures. It is a dreamland for many scholars and business people.
　On June 5, a seminar on tourism cooperation between Qingdao and Germany 
was held in Frankfurt, Germany. Zhu Hua, secretary-general of the Qingdao 
municipal government, said that China and Germany have a long history of 
friendship and frequent economic and trade exchanges. Qingdao attaches great 
importance to two-way exchanges and cooperation with German cities in the fields 
of culture, tourism, economy and trade, and education.
　It is worth mentioning that Norbert Egger, former acting mayor of Mannheim, 
who is an “honorary citizen of Qingdao” , spoke highly of Qingdao in a speech 
themed “Qingdao in My Eyes” at the meeting.
　On the following day, the Qingdao delegation arrived in Dusseldorf to continue 
their visit in Germany.
　Qingdao’ s proposal to hold a “Qingdao Business Week” in Germany in the 
second half of 2019 at a Qingdao-Germany business dialogue & opening 
ceremony of “Qingdao Week” received immediate support from the German side.

　Feng Haiyang, Chinese consul-general in Dusseldorf, said, “Qingdao and 
Germany have a long history of exchanges and cooperation. As one of the key 
nodal cities in the Belt and Road Initiative and a key part of China's first 
comprehensive pilot zone for the shift of growth drivers, Qingdao will share 
investment and development opportunities with German enterprises and create 
the best possible environment and conditions for them.”
　In Hamburg, Germany, a photo show on the city of Qingdao held in the 
Museum of Hamburg History drew much attention.

Industrial Cooperation to Cement Win-win Relationship
　Qingdao has set its goals for city development: to build the city into a new 
key strategic pivot supported by science and technology in northern China 
through city construction including an international shipping, trade and 
financial innovation center, an international fashion center, so so on to meet 
the needs of China's opening-up.
　To achieve these goals, through frequent visits, Qingdao strives to enhance 
win-win cooperation with relevant institutions and enterprises in advantageous 
industries through visits. The Qingdao delegation’ s visit to Israel and 

Landscape of Qingdao
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Germany is part 
of its endeavors to 
this end.
　A t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Economy and Industry of 
Israel, the Qingdao delegation 
met  wi th  Ofer •  Fre i re ,  deputy  
director of the Administration Bureau for 
Foreign Trade of the Ministry of Economy 
and Industry of Israel. Both sides exchanged 
views and reached a series of consensuses on 
promoting the construction of the Qingdao-Israel 
innovation park and strengthening cooperation in port and 
shipping, economy, trade and business.
　Through this visit, Qingdao Port found two business partners.
　On June 2, Qingdao Port signed a memorandum of understanding 
on strategic cooperation with Zim Integrated Shipping Services, and a 
sister port agreement with Haifa Port, respectively. On June 3, members of 
the delegation from Qingdao Port paid a special visit to Haifa Port and the 
headquarters of Zim Integrated Shipping Services.
　“The signing of the sister port agreement is a new start for win-win cooperation. We 
hope to work together to turn the agreement into a plan and then carry out the plan.” 
Chairman Eshel Armony and CEO Mendy Zaltzman of Haifa Port said the two sides reached 
a consensus on cooperation in the application of automated terminal technology, personnel 
training and exchanges.
　Invited by Qingdao, a high-level delegation of Haifa Port headed by Chairman Eshel Armony will 
visit Qingdao Port to promote cooperation in specific areas between the two sides.
　At the headquarters of Zim Integrated Shipping Services, Eli Glickman, CEO of the company, said that the 
strategic cooperation agreement provides a better opportunity for the future development of Zim Integrated 
Shipping Services in Qingdao Port, and for closer cooperation with Qingdao Port in developing new transit routes and 
inland market and expanding logistics business.

Landscape of Qingdao
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　Technological innovation, investment and fashion industry are also major 
concerns of the Qingdao delegation.
　During a face-to-face meeting, Quantum Pacific Group, a holding company 
of Israel Corporation, expressed interest in cooperation with Qingdao in the 
management and development of the Qingdao-Israel innovation park, and 
building a two-way investment platform. Cukierman & Co. Investment 
House explored the possibility of holding a China-Israel forum on 
innovation cooperation in Qingdao and establishing a China-Israel 
development fund. Frankfurt Stock Exchange revealed intentions to 
deepen cooperation with Qingdao in the financial sector.
　Hebrew University, known as Harvard in the Middle East, also 
expressed support for the construction of Qingdao-Israel innovation 
park in Qingdao. It intended to establish an institutionalized 
cooperation relationship with Qingdao and seek cooperation in the 
fields of marine research, genetic engineering, and transformation of 
technological achievements under the cooperation framework of the 
Qingdao-Israel innovation park. AHAVA, Israel’ s most famous 
skincare brand, also showed interest in setting up an AHAVA 
fashion center in Qingdao.

Fruitful Achievements and Profound Friendship
　Qingdao has a long history of friendship with Israel. As early 
as 1997, Qingdao became a sister city of Ness Ziona, a city in 
the south of Israel. 
　Qingdao Industrial and Business Center in Israel, since its 
establishment in 2016 at Rothschild Blvd, Tel Aviv, Israel, 
has served as a platform for local economic and trade 
cooperation between Qingdao and Israel.
　In September 2017, Qingdao signed an MOU on 
cooperation with the Federation of Israeli Chambers of 
Commerce. According to Zhao Shiyu, director-general of 
Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, Israel has invested in a 
number of projects in Qingdao covering logistics and 
agriculture. Qingdao’ s Hisense Group, Haier Group 
and Wintec System Co., Ltd have set up innovation 
centers in Israel to promote economic and trade 
cooperation.
　Recently, Qingdao and the Israeli Embassy in 
China jointly proposed to build a Qingdao-Israel 
innovation park in Qingdao. Now, Qingdao has 
drafted a preliminary plan for the construction of 
the park, in order to build it into an influential 
cooperation park between the two countries.
　During  the  v is i t ,  Qingdao Bureau  of  
Commerce signed an MOU on strategic 

cooperation with Israel-China Chamber of Commerce, 
including an MOU for supporting the construction of 
the Qingdao-Israel innovation park and contracts of 
cooperation for investment, trade, technical cooperation 
and fund cooperation.
　Located in the West Coast New Area of Qingdao, the 
Sino-German Eco-Park is an ecological demonstration 
project between the Chinese and German governments, and 
a model of Sino-German cooperation. It is the first 
demonstration project for sustainable development between 
the two sides.
　As a result of the Qingdao delegation’ s visit, a number of 
cooperation projects are settled in the Sino-German Eco-Park. 
At a Qingdao-Germany business dialogue & the opening 
ceremony of “Qingdao Week” in Germany, nine projects were 
signed into the Sino-German Eco-Park. Among them, Krups 
Foerder Systeme GmbH, a century-old family business in 
Germany, will build in the Sino-German Eco-Park in Qingdao its 
first high-end transmission system production, research and 
development and sales center in China. BWT, Europe’ s largest 
water treatment company, will invest and set up its first China plant 
in Qingdao.
　At the Qingdao-Germany tourism cooperation seminar, Qingdao 
Bureau of Culture and Tourism, China International Travel Service 
(Qingdao), and Weidong Group signed cooperation MOUs with their 
German peers.
　Qingdao’ s promotion efforts in Germany are aimed at enhancing 
economic and cultural exchanges between Qingdao and Germany. 
Germany is Qingdao’ s largest trading partner in Europe. In 2018, 
Qingdao’ s trade volume with Germany reached US$2.37 billion, of which 
$1.51 billion was from export, ranking first among its partners in Europe. At 
the same time, Germany is the largest European investor in Qingdao. By the 
end of March this year, Germany invested in 356 projects in Qingdao, with a 
total investment of $2.6 billion.
　Currently, Qingdao is building “two platforms” for economic and trade 
cooperation with Germany - the Sino-German Eco-Park in Qingdao and 
Qingdao Industrial and Business Center in Germany. The former is aimed to 
attract high-end German industries to serve Qingdao’ s urban development and 
industrial transformation and upgrading. The latter is aimed to collect cooperation 
information, introduce advanced German technology, and attract high-caliber 
research talent from Germany. At the same time, Qingdao strives to build the 
“Qingdao Week” and “Qingdao Business Week” in Germany into a platform for 
high-level cooperation and exchanges, and to make the Qingdao forum on 
China-Germany economic and trade cooperation an annual event to provide a 
platform for exchanges and cooperation between enterprises on both sides.

Landscape of Qingdao
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“Qingdao Week” 
in South Korea 
Creates a New Mode 
of Cooperation

　Qingdao and South Korea are geographically close neighbors, with frequent 
exchanges. That provides a unique advantage for economic, trade and industrial 
cooperation between the two sides.
　From May 12 to 15, a Qingdao delegation visited South Korea. They met with 
local officials and merchants, and held a "Qingdao Week" to promote 
Qingdao-South Korea economic and trade cooperation. During their stay in South 
Korea, they reached a series of cooperation intentions.

Close Contacts
　“Qingdao is a highly open city. It has extensive exchanges and cooperation with 
other countries worldwide in economy, trade, culture, sports, education and other 
fields. Qingdao has maintained a close economic and trade relationship with South 
Korea for a long time, which provides more opportunities for further cooperation 
between the two sides,” said Qingdao Mayor Meng Fanli at a Qingdao-South 
Korea economic and trade promotion meeting held in Seoul on May 14, which 
received positive response from the Korean participants present at the meeting.
　Kim Duck-yong, the deputy speaker of the South Korean Democracy and Peace 
Advisory Committee, and president of the Global Korean Business People & 
Workers Union, said: “Qingdao is world-known port city and its economy grows 
rapidly in recent years. Qingdao has been cooperating with South Korea in many 
fields such as manufacturing, finance, port business, and trade. We are looking 
forward to deepening cooperation with Qingdao in the future.”

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Miao Gang
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　At a signing ceremony held during the “Qingdao Week” in South Korea, a series of 
cooperation agreements in equipment manufacturing, medical and health care, scientific and 
technological research and development, finance, culture, and trade were signed between 
Qingdao and South Korea.
　It is worth mentioning that financial cooperation has become a highlight in bilateral 
cooperation between the two sides in recent years.
　Presently, 8 Korean banks have set up branches in Qingdao, including Hana Bank, Shinhan 
Bank, Pusan Bank, and Korea Development Bank, ranking third in China by the number of 
financial institutions. In 2011, Qingdao became China's first pilot city for KRW transactions. 
In 2014, Qingdao took the lead to launch KRW loan business under the currency exchange 
between RMB and KRW. In July 2015, Qingdao became China's first pilot city to allow 
domestic companies to borrow RMB from Korean banks.
　“Qingdao has made positive explorations in financial cooperation with South Korea, and I 
believe the cooperation between the two sides will make further strides in the future,” said Lee 
Sei-kee, chairman of the Korea-China  Friendly Association, about the innovative 
achievements of bilateral financial cooperation.
　Not only in the financial sector, data indicates cooperation in economy and trade between 
Qingdao and South Korea was also increasing.
　South Korea is the second largest investor and second largest trading partner of Qingdao. 
By the end of March 2019, South Korea invested 12,930 projects in Qingdao, with signed 
foreign investment of $30.462 billion and actually utilized foreign investment of $19.7134 
billion. Qingdao has approved 180 investment projects in South Korea, with a total investment 

of $1.196 billion. In the first quarter of 2019, Qingdao's total import and export trade with 
South Korea reached $1.93 billion, with a year-on-year growth of 7.1 percent.

Upgraded Cooperation
　During the delegation's stay in South Korea, intensive visits to local organizations also 
heated up cooperation between the two sides.
　On May 13, the Qingdao delegation visited BNK Financial Group in  Pusan, South Korea, 
to promote cooperation between Pusan Bank, a subsidiary of  BNK Financial Group, and its 
counterparts in Qingdao in cross-border loans, trade finance, international settlement and 
other fields.
　The president of Pusan Bank said that Qingdao was a major nodal city holding a strategic 
position in the Belt and Road Initiative and in the new Eurasian Continental Bridge economic 
corridor, and its pilot area for financial reform  has wealth management advantages in China. 
Pusan Bank Qingdao Branch, the first overseas branch of the Korean bank, which was opened 
in 2012, has made great progress in recent years. He hopes to continue to strengthen 
cooperation with Qingdao in the future to jointly promote the development of Pusan banks in 
Qingdao and to build a model of financial cooperation between Chinese and Korean cities.
　In Seoul, the Qingdao delegation visited CJ Group. The  chief operating officer of CJ 
Group (China) met with the Chinese guests and said that CJ Group (China) had achieved 
rapid growth since its establishment in Qingdao in 1994, with business covering food, 
logistics, cinema and other fields. In 2019, CJ Group plans to make an extra investment of  23 
million RMB to expand its production in the environmental protection sector.

Landscape of Qingdao
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　The delegation also visited LG Electronics in an attempt to promote LG Electronics’ 
manufacturing project in Qingdao. Qingdao’ s “High-end Manufacturing + Artificial 
Intelligence” strategy  will undoubtedly help expand the cooperation between Qingdao and LG 
Electronics. Qingdao supports LG Electronics in its manufacturing project in Qingdao. The two 
sides have agreed to collaborate in digital technology, life and health and other fields.

Broad Prospects
　Besides in traditional industries, the cooperation between Qingdao and South Korea has also 
showed good prospects in emerging modern service industries.
　On May 13, the Qingdao delegation visited Pusan Port and attended a signing ceremony for 
a memorandum of understanding on the cooperation between Qingdao Port and Pusan Port. 
According to the MOU, the two sides will jointly promote the development of international 
cruise routes, strengthen technical exchanges between cruise terminals, share operating and 
management experiences, and promote the development of the cruise market.
　Both Qingdao and Pusan are important port cities. That provides opportunities for 
cooperation between them. Pusan Port is the third largest port for transfer shipment in the 
world. Qingdao Port has opened five international sea-rail combined transport routes to Europe, 
Central Asia, Mongolia, ASEAN and South Korea. The cooperation between the two sides will 

help Korean enterprises establish cooperation with their Qingdao counterparts in 
cross-border logistics and related fields to jointly explore third-party markets.
　The two sides also share common ground in the cultural and creative industry. South 
Korea's cultural and creative industry plays an important role in Asia and even in the world. 
Qingdao is building an international city based on its cultural reputation as a sailing city, 
“city of music” and “city of film” . The two sides have agreed to strengthen cooperation in 
film and television, music and performing arts, creative design, and cultural tourism.
　The Qingdao delegation also visited S.M. Entertainment, a leading business group in 
South Korea’ s cultural and creative industry, to promote the development of the group’ s 
cultural development and city brand development projects in Qingdao.
　In addition, the Qingdao delegation’ s visit also boosted the cooperation between the two 
sides in the medical and health care industry. In 2018, a joint venture between Qingdao’ s 
Hiking Group and South Korea’ s Yonsei University - Yonsei University Qingdao Severance 
Hospital was launched in Qingdao. It is the first large-sized integrated hospital and a flagship 
China-Korea joint venture project in the medical and health care  sector. The hospital is of 
great significance in promoting in-depth exchanges in the medical and health care industry 
between China and South Korea, and promoting the development of Qingdao’ s medical and 
health care industry.

Landscape of Qingdao
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The Port of Qingdao

　Qingdao is becoming a “magnet” for investment. Data show that from January to 
May this year, Qingdao’ s actually-utilized foreign investment reached US$2.36 billion, 
a year-on-year growth of 6.7 percent. There were 396 new projects in this period with 
contract foreign investment of $5.13 billion, a growth of 60 percent year-on-year.
　A total of 1,059 domestic projects were introduced in Qingdao with a total investment 
of RMB 94.35 billion, a growth of 16.9 percent year-on-year, which is 4.2 percentage 
points higher than the same period last year.
　“Attracting investment and talent” is taken by Qingdao as an important engine to 
cultivate new growth drivers in an effort to innovate the mode of investment promotion, 
build a platform for investment, create an internationally oriented business environment 
and construct a new highland for further opening-up in the new era.

Industrial Agglomeration
　Oracle, one of the world’ s Top 500 companies and largest provider of information 
management software and services,  has set up a technical innovation and 
entrepreneurship base in Jimo, Qingdao.
　At the signing ceremony, Wu Shaosang, Oracle’ s global vice president and Oracle 
University’ s general manager for the Asia Pacific Region, said that the project would 
fully exploit Oracle’ s superiorities in software, database, big data, artificial 
intelligence, global leading technology in service outsourcing, rich resources of 
vocational education, mature talent innovation system and extensive domestic and 
global customer resources to boost regional talent cultivation, innovative projects 
incubation, software outsourcing, industry clustering and cultural creativity. 
　Not long ago, the Airbus H135 helicopter assembly line was put into production in 
Qingdao. This is the first Airbus H135 helicopter assembly line outside of Europe. 
Qingdao has thus become the center of Airbus helicopters in China and Asia, opening a 
new chapter in the development of China's aviation industry.
　Headquarters projects have also become a highlight of Qingdao’ s investment 
campaign.
　In January this year, Shandong Headquarters of Poly Commercial Real Estate settled 
in Shibei district, Qingdao, and the registration of it took only one day. This project is 
also the only provincial-level headquarters of Poly Commercial Real Estate, which will 
become an important node in Shandong province and the surrounding provinces. By 
discussing the project operation and management mode with Poly Commercial Real 
Estate, Qingdao will introduce 150 businesses by building a franchisee platform.
　Data show that in the first quarter of this year, a total of 13 headquarters were 
introduced into Qingdao with a total investment of RMB 40 billion. As of now, Bitron 
Group Asia Pacific R&D Center, Ingle Testing Regional Headquarter and CMDC East 
China R&D Industry Base (East China Headquarter), China Renewable Environment 
Resources Co., Ltd., Zhonghai Ocean Co., Ltd. and Suning Honghaizi Maternal and 
Infant Products Co., Ltd. have set up headquarters in Qingdao.
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　As the only pilot area for comprehensive wealth management and 
financial reform  in China, Qingdao seizes the opportunity of China’ s 
opening-up in the financial sector to attract foreign financial institutions. So 
far, 169 financial projects settled in Qingdao this year, including 41 
industrial investment funds registered with the Asset Management 
Association of China.
　It is worth mentioning that in May this year, a global venture capital 
conference was held in Qingdao. Just a month later, 58 venture capital 
institutions registered their businesses in Qingdao, with a total investment of 
RMB 2.2 billion. The initial cluster of venture capital institutions has taken 
shape.
　The settlement of numerous projects in Qingdao manifests the strong 
attraction of Qingdao to investors. As one of China’ s first open-up coastal 
cities, Qingdao has become a new highland for business investment.

Innovative Investment Promotion Mode
　The settlement of investment projects are made possible by Qingdao’ s 
innovative mode of investment promotion.
　In 2019, investment promotion is taken by Qingdao as an important 
engine to cultivate new growth drivers and quality development. An 
municipal office for “investment and talent attraction” was set up headed by 
Qingdao CPC Secretary and the Mayor, and a promotion system for major 
projects was established. As of now, Sunac Qingdao Ocean Vitality Zone 
Project, Chinese Academy of Science Health Town Project, COSCO 
Shipping Project, Yue’ s Tongren Health Biotechnology Industrial Park and 
other projects have settled in Qingdao.
　Socialized Professional Investment Promotion.
　In March this year, the first 16 socialized professional investment 
promotion companies including Qingdao Marine Equipment Inspection & 
Testing Group and Qingdao Ocean Sensor Industrial Technology Research 
Institute, were signed in the Qingdao Oceantec Valley. As professional R&D 
innovation institutions and high-tech enterprises with top-class professional 
teams and rich information resources, they will focus on five industries such 
as ocean big data, information technology and venture investment.
　“We have received many applications, but the professional level and 
capacity of the Qingdao Oceantec Valley is the greatest,” said an official 
heading a team of academicians outside of Shandong, which has signed a 
cooperation agreement with the Qingdao Oceantec Valley. He expressed that 
his team had a lot of R&D achievements in the field of marine sensors, but 
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lacked experience in the commercialization of these achievements. The business plan, professional 
market team and other one-stop professional investment services provided by Qingdao Ocean Sensor 
Industrial Technology Research Institute gave them “reassurance” .
　Up to now, the first 16 socialized professional investment promotion companies in the Qingdao 
Oceantec Valley have contracted a total of more than 60 key projects related to marine big data, 
marine engineering equipment, underwater robot and deep-sea fishery, launching a new round of 
professional and targeted investment promotions which will attract more talented professionals and 
projects to settle in the Qingdao Oceantec Valley.
　At the same time, the preparation of Qingdao Shibei Industry Service Co., Ltd., the first investment 
promotion company of district and city level in Qingdao, is under way. It will be operated in a 
brand-new mode of “investment promotion center + industrial service company” , and lead the 
investment promotion in a professional style.
　Intensive investment promotions provide ways for high-level cooperation. 
　In March this year, Qingdao held a seminar in Shenzhen to promote investment and attract talent. 
As a result, 24 industrial cooperation projects were signed.
　A month later, a “2019 Spring Central Enterprises Qingdao Tour” was held in Qingdao, during 
which, 18 key projects were signed. This event gave rise to a new round of strategic cooperation 
between central enterprises and Qingdao, and injected new momentum into Qingdao’ s  
development.

　Half a month later, a delegation from the Chambers of Commerce of Science and Technology 
Equipment Industry of All-China Federation of Industry and Commerce visited Qingdao, resulting in 
the conclusion of three key cooperation projects, including a sci-tech equipment industry park, and 
China Tiangu’ s Northeast Asia Headquarters.
　Qingdao has also creatively set up a global investment promotion network - Qingdao overseas 
business centers. So far, nine business centers have been established in Singapore, South Korea, 
Germany, the United States, Japan, Israel, Hong Kong, the Great Britain and Russia. These business 
centers have played an important role in promoting bilateral cooperation, investment and trade 
between Qingdao and these countries. They also serve as platforms to provide services for the 
introduction of overseas talent.

Optimized Investment Environment
　Qingdao has not only explored new ways to attract investment, but also formulated an action plan 
for investment and talent introduction (2019-2022) in according with Shenzhen’ s practice, in a bid 
to constantly improve the business, institutional, legal and policy environment for business 
development.
　According to the action plan, Qingdao will focus on 6 aspects including key industry chain system, 
attracting foreign investment, attracting state-owned enterprises, attracting private enterprises, 
upgrading platforms, investment promotion at city/district level, and attracting talent, and adopt 6 
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Landscape of Qingdaoreform measures including promoting market-based investment promotion, building an 
investment environment under the rule of law, providing investment and talent services in a 
scientific style, expanding investment channels worldwide, implementing the accountability 
system, and giving top priority to project promotion, so as to unify the industrial, capital, 
technique and talent chains to enhance the quality and quantity of investment introduction.
　Zhao Shiyu, director-general of Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, said that Qingdao 
would step up market-based investment promotion, improve the transparency of public 
resources, government services and policies, work out society-based measures for 
professional investment promotion, encourage the development of private professional 
investment promotion companies, build a “government+enterprise” operation system, 
and establish an mixed ownership investment promotion company.
　Meanwhile, Qingdao is constructing a promotion system composed of an 
investment promotion network, a talent database, an activity database and a project 
database. In addition, a capacity enhancement center for the introduction of 
investment and talent will be established in Qingdao, supported by a team of 
investment promotion consultants, project experts.
　Considerate Services Key to Optimization of Business Environment.
　Qingdao has taken measures to build a service-oriented government and create 
an international business environment under the rule of law, with the least 
possible approval items, the shortest approval time and the best services.The 
measures include a “one-time approval” commitment for 1885 municipal-level 
approval items, 52 percent of which can be processed online; and a “3540” 
reform program, that is, business registration is completed within 3 working 
days; real estate registration is completed within 5 working days; and 
construction project approval is completed with in 40 working days. 
　Measures to Attract Foreign Investment.
　In 2019, Qingdao will hold “Qingdao Week” in six countries including 
Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Germany, the United States and Britain, 
establish a mechanism for exchanges with Japan, South Korea and 
Germany, strengthen contact with the United States, Britain and other 
countries, enhance cooperation with Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, 
attract high-quality international resources, and make full use of 
international exhibitions and media to attract foreign capital and 
talent.
　Qingdao will also take advantage of such international platforms 
as the Boao Forum for Asia Global Health Conference, the 
Qingdao Summit of Leaders of Transnational Corporations and 
other high-end international exhibitions to promote the city 
image, follow global trends and attract foreign investment and 
talent.
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Qingdao Set to Build Global 
Venture Investment Center
2019 Global (Qingdao) Venture Investment 
Conference Held in Qingdao

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Meng Tao
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　Sponsored  by  
the Qingdao municipal 
government ,  the  2019 
Global (Qingdao) Venture 
Investment Conference themed 
“Building a  New Highland for  
Opening-up and a Technology-driven 
City” was held in the Qingdao International 
Conference Center from May 9 to 10. More 
than 1,000 venture investment experts, business 
gurus and venture investors attended the event and 
offered their insights on promoting investment, sci-tech 
industry development and innovation ability improvement.
　The conference comes at a time when Qingdao is striving to 
build an open, vibrant and fashionable modern international 
metropolis, sending out a formal invitation to global enterprises and 
responding to the concerns of venture investors with concrete policies and 
solid determination to seek development through innovations.

Attracting Global Capital
　Qingdao boasts unique resources, prominent geographical advantage, convenient 
transportation, solid industrial foundation and strong city brands at home and abroad. It is a 
city with cultural and development charm in northern China.
　But for Qingdao’ s development, that’ s far from enough.
　For a period of time, venture investments have been increasing in the world. According to 
professional analysis, it is a signal of diversified development of the world’ s innovation centers and 
redistribution of innovation professionals globally. The rise of China’ s second-tier cities like Qingdao offers a 
new opportunity for international investors to build up their competitive advantages.
　Seizing this opportunity, Qingdao is poised to embrace international investment to boost innovation in the city.
　To build a global venture investment center using international venture investment is a great measure to boost 
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Qingdao’ s opening-up. Wang Qingxian, secretary of the CPC Qingdao Municipal 
Committee, told the media that Qingdao will seek investors and partners around the 
world to promote innovation by deepening market-oriented reform and improving 
the business environment and administrative services, and inject new momentum 
into the city’ s economic and technological development.
　At the 2019 Global (Qingdao) Venture Investment Conference, Qingdao 
announced that the Global (Qingdao) Venture Investment Conference will be held 
regularly in the second week of May every year, and a White Paper on Global 
Venture Investment will be issued every year, in cooperation with the Asset 
Management Association of China (AMAC), to trace the global venture investment 
trends and provide timely global venture investment information in order to  turn the 
conference into a world-known venture investment platform.

Innovative Policies and Measures
　Qingdao’ s sincerity in inviting “city partners” for venture investment cooperation 
can be felt from its new policies and measures to promote industrial development 
released at the conference.
　On the first day of the conference, Qingdao announced policies and measures to 
encourage venture investment  in 10 aspects, including accelerating the clustered 
development of venture investment institutions, encouraging venture investment in 
real economy, and emphasizing the role of government guiding funds. International 
venture investors will be invited to participate in Qingdao’ s development based on 
these new policies and measures.
　“The newly issued policy portfolio covers innovation of the entire venture 
investment system from fund raising, investing, management and withdrawal of 
investment,” an officer from a financial supervision department of Qingdao said. 
Taking venture investment guiding fund cooperation as an example, it is required by 
most cities that the amount of investment locally should be more than twice the 
amount of the local financial fund. “But in Qingdao, the figure is reduced to the 1.1 
times the amount of the financial fund. It is the lowest in China,” he said.
　In addition to the new policies and measures to enhance the city’ s soft power to 
attract venture investment, Qingdao also announced the establishment of a sci-tech 
innovation fund and unveiled the global (Qingdao) venture investment center 
building during the conference, showing its hard power to attract global venture 
investment.
　The sci-tech innovation fund announced at the conference has a target value of 50 
billion RMB. So far, 10 funds have joined the fund and letters of intent have been 
signed with 19 prospective funds. The innovation fund will be mainly used to 
support the development of hard science and technology, sci-tech innovation, 
particularly support original innovation, achievement transformation and cultivation 
of high-end sci-tech industrialization projects. The global (Qingdao) venture 
investment center building unveiled during the conference will be a global venture 
investment and project roadshow center.

Landscape of Qingdao
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　“Qingdao is a promising city with lots of strategic partners, such as Qingdao 
Gon Technology, Qingdao Xiaoshuai Intelligent Technology, Qingdao Jiawa 
Cloud Network Technology, and Qingdao Raytheon,” said Zheng Weihe, 
chairman and founding partner of Cowin Capital Co., Ltd, an investment 
institution in Shenzhen. “Qingdao's 10-item policies for promoting venture 
investment shows its determination to invigorate the city from the perspective 
of venture investment,” he said.
　Wang Chaoyong, founder of China Equity Group and manager of 4 funds in 
Qingdao, sees Qingdao’ s new policies as part of its endeavors to create a 
climate fit for business development, which will attract more investors, 
entrepreneurs, and high-end professionals to make concerted efforts to build 
Qingdao into a world-class venture investment center that is true to its name.
　The measures taken by Qingdao will fill investors with confidence  in their 
investment in the city.
　“At the conference, we successfully signed a contract with Guohai Capital to 
set up a fund of 1 billion RMB for Guohai’ s equipment manufacturing. The 
investment by well-known venture capital institutions in Qingdao will greatly 
promote the city’ s technological innovation, industrial upgrading and pooling 
of talent in Qingdao’ environmental protection industry,” said Wang Ruiqiang, 
chairman of Qingdao Green Angel Investment Management Co., Ltd. 

Expert Insights on Development
　The 2019 Global (Qingdao) Venture Investment Conference brings together 
a dozen top-class experts and several thousand practitioners in the venture 
investment sector from home and abroad. It provided a communication 
platform for professionals in the venture investment sector and deepened the 
investors' understanding of Qingdao and its development environment and 
ecology.
　At the conference, experts from home and abroad charted the course of city 
development from different perspectives of venture investment.
　Former SEC chair Harvey Pitt describes Qingdao as a vibrant and 
innovative city. He believes that Qingdao needs to establish a set of incentive 
systems, regulate the operation of venture capital funds with strict standards 
and establish an effective system to ensure the consistency and effectiveness of 
policies. He said that relevant departments should ensure that the system is 
implemented effectively and continuously and every regulatory link for 
venture investment should have be transparent.
　To Piero Scaruffi, an expert on artificial intelligence and cognitive science, 
Qingdao is a diverse economy with the potential to develop convergence  

Landscape of Qingdao
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Qingdao’ s 10-item Policies for Promoting Venture Investment

1. Accelerating the clustered development of venture investment institutions

2. Encouraging venture investment in real economy

3. Emphasizing the role of government guiding funds 

4. Encouraging state-owned enterprises to participate in venture investment

5. Ensuring the fund raising and withdrawal of venture investment 

6. Building venture investment incubators

7. Attracting and cultivating venture capital professionals

8. Promoting the development of two-way venture investment

9. Making joint efforts with its districts (county-level cities) to promote venture investment

10. Creating a market-oriented and law-based environment for venture investment

Linkstechnology. “Qingdao can use new convergence technologies in industries with traditional 
advantages to create a cultural atmosphere to attract innovation talent,” he said.
　Optimizing the business environment is the focus of experts at the conference.
　In the opinion of Xu Lin, chairman of U.S.-China Green Fund, to draw investors and venture 
investment to Qingdao, there should be a high-standard, internationalized and humanized business 
environment so that they can benefit and support each other and grow together, and that is the best 
approach to the city’ s industrial transformation, upgrading, innovation and development.
　In the actual development process, Qingdao has its own advantageous industries and resources. 
Wang Shisheng, chairman of Futian Guiding Fund in Shenzhen, suggests that Qingdao should focus 
on its competitive industries with advantageous resources, or on important and promising industries.
　Yu Minhong, founder and partner of Aplus Capital, thinks that Qingdao needs to improve its 
image by “enhancing its talent, environment and culture appeal” . He suggests that a 
future-oriented city like Qingdao should spare no effort to attract talent and investment and not 
impose any restriction.
　Qingdao’ venture investment sector is undergoing unprecedentedly rapid growth. It is expected 
that with increasing investment in new technologies, Qingdao will embrace a new round of dynamic 
development.

Landscape of Qingdao
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Q
ingdao, an International Fashion City

　Qingdao, known as the “Switzerland of the East” , is an open, 
vibrant and fashionable modern international metropolis situated by 
the Yellow Sea. Its European-styled buildings, rich cultural heritage, 
bustling shopping centers,  and multifarious international 
conferences and festivals make it unique.
　In late April, Qingdao released a 35-page development plan for an 
international fashion city. It is the result of comprehensive, profound 
and extensive research, supported by action plans in various fields.
　The plan revitalizes the city’ s fashion genes and provides a new 
engine to drive the city’ s progress towards its international 
fashionable city goal.

Revitalization of Fashion Genes
　The word “fashion” here refers to the latest trend or admired 
lifestyle, etc. Fashion is closely linked to the development level of a 
region. The building of a fashionable city is determined by the 
city’ s overall development level. 
　In the eyes of tourists, Qingdao is a leading city of popular 
culture. In fact, Qingdao has a profound attachment to fashion.
　Qingdao has created many China’ s firsts: opened the first 
Chinese-run cinema; debuted China’ s first sound film; built the 
first highway in China; made the first steam engine and first bottle 
of mineral water in China; and established the first sailing club in 
China and the first oceanarium in Asia. Also, Qingdao is the first 
Chinese city to use cars and the first Chinese city to introduce the 
concept of modern urban planning.
　Now, the city’ s fashion genes have been revitalized: The 1907 
Film Club, an century-old German-style building and the earliest 
existing cinema in China, has been turned into a fashion and cultural 
center including coffee shops, restaurants, bookstores, museums and 
private cinemas. There are dozens of historic buildings of different 
styles in its vicinity.
　More than 20 old buildings of different styles in the Badaguan 
scenic area, which is known as a natural "museum of international 
architecture", have been transformed into museums, art galleries, 
cafes and restaurants of various styles. They are now symbols of 
modern urban lifestyles and fashion.
　In Qingdao, fashion is not just a cultural trend, but a part of the 
local residents’ daily life.

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Miao Gang
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　The city is replete with dazzling fashion attractions: coffee 
shops and bookstores in the neighborhood of the Yushan campus 
of the Ocean University of China; private galleries, museums and 
other cultural facilities that are open to citizens and tourists, free of 
charge; international fashion products displayed in shopping malls 
around the city.
　"Qingdao people have a natural gift for arts, music, movies, 
reading, clothing and sports," said Xiu Fangzhou, founder of 
Jiamu Art Gallery and Huangdao Bookstore. He believes that 
Qingdao is a city of fashion. "We can see artists making sketches 
in the scenic areas around the city. That is one of the external 
manifestations of fashion,” he said.

Supporting the Fashion Industry
　An international fashion city is always supported by a highly 
concentrated fashion industries and culture. 
　Qingdao boasts a powerful array of traditional advantageous 
industries. In order to boost its fashion industry, Qingdao has made 
unremitting efforts to promote the development of tourism, film 
and television, sailing, music, beer, textile and food industries, and 
have achieved preliminary results in 2019.
　These include a dazzling array of emerging high-end shopping 
centers such as Hisense Plaza, MixC, Lion Mall and Wanda Mall, 
and world-renowned international events such as the Qingdao 
International Beer Festival, which integrates singing, dancing, 
concerts, light shows and fireworks shows, providing an annual 
feast for Chinese and foreign tourists; the Qingdao International 
Consumer Electronics Show, an annual international event 
approved by the State Council; as well as shopping festivals, 
import exhibitions, China-Japan-Korea-Thailand cooking 
competitions and fashion consumption festivals.
　If fashion has boosted consumption upgrading in Qingdao, then, 
a combination of fashion and its unique marine culture will exert 
greater effects on the city’ s economic development.
　On April 30, Costa Cruises, a world-renowned cruise company, 
announced in Qingdao the launch of regular business in Qingdao. 
That is expected to be a potential growth pole for Qingdao’ s 
efforts to build an international fashion city.

Landscape of Qingdao
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　Fashion promotes the integration of culture and tourism, and creates new forms of 
business and products. A typical example is the development of Qingdao Textile 
Valley, now a fashion landmark developed to carry forward the city’ s strengths in 
the traditional industry (Qingdao, Shanghai and Tianjin used to be China’ s three 
largest textile industry centers). In 2019, it became the first choice of fashion groups 
and artists to hold exhibitions, press conferences and meetings.
　In early 2019, two sci-fi blockbusting films made in Qingdao, The Wandering 
Earth, and Crazy Alien, became box office hits, boosting is fame as a world “City of 
Film” . 
　Fashion sports industries have also shown good momentum of growth in Qingdao.
　As a city known for development of athletics, swimming, soccer and sailing 
sports, Qingdao hosts more than 10,000 events in more than 200 competitions every 
year. In addition, many world-class sailing events such as the Volvo Ocean Race, 
Clipper Global Race and International Extreme Sailing Challenge are also held in 
Qingdao.

Fashion Development Plan
　Qingdao has both advantages and disadvantages in building an international 
fashion city.
　How to plan the future development for Qingdao’ s fashion industry has become 
a hot topic of debate. Experts, scholars and professionals in the fashion industry 
from home and abroad offered insights and opinions on the development of 
Qingdao’ s fashion industry.
　"Qingdao must attract more creative and leading enterprises to join efforts to build 
an international fashion city and promote Qingdao’ s fashion industry," said Mario 
Boselli, honorary president of the National Chamber of Italian Fashion. Juan 
Gaspart, chairman of HUSA FÉNIX, advised that Qingdao host international tourism 
exhibitions and forums, improve the international attractiveness of its cruise 
terminal, and promote the development of international hotel brands in Qingdao. 
JY-Consultancy chairman Ko stressed the importance of protective development and 
utilization of Qingdao’ s old urban areas, with the focus on the enrichment of nightlife 
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and development of cultural and sports industries.
　The international fashion city development plan, six elements are 
highlighted: developed fashion industry, diversified fashion culture, 
known fashion blocks and fashion landmarks, top fashion brands, creative 
fashion designers, and influential fashion exhibitions. To achieve this 
goal, Qingdao will combine fashion with the development of cultural 
brands, tourism, sports and exhibitions.
　According to the plan, Qingdao will be an international fashion city 
with strong creativity and fashion consumption, diverse cultures, 
developed sports and high-end exhibitions, characterized by a fusion 
of ancient and modern, Chinese and Western cultures featuring the 
city’ s European-styled buildings, traditional culture and booming 
textile industry in the 1920s and 30s, the newly-risen Oriental film 
industrial park, international garment industrial park, New 
Highland creative industry park, Qingdao Textile Valley and 
other fashion industry parks, as well as fashion consumption 
centers at the Fushan Bay, Haiquan Bay and Tangdao Bay.
　Qingdao, with its natural endowments and fashion resources, 
is taking measures to enrich the residents nightlife. On May 1, 
a large-scale hi-tech live performance, the first of its kind in 
Shandong, made its debut in the Oriental Cinema in the west 
coast new district of Qingdao, attracting an audience of 
4200 in five performances in four nights. In early May, a 
music bar street was opened in Chengyang district, where 
there are singers in the bars and coffee shops singing for 
the guests. In the Qingdao Olympic Sailing Center, 
tourists are entertained by light shows in the evening on 
the Fushan Bay.
　All these measures are aimed to reshape Qingdao as 
an international fashion city, a UNESCO City of Film, 
and a city of music, creativity, arts, literature, museums, 
culture, tourism and sports, as well as an international 
cruise, sailing and soccer center, and an international 
exhibition center in Northeast Asia.
　With its unremitting efforts, we have reasons to 
believe that Qingdao will eventually grow into an 
international fashion center in the near future.
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Qingdao Values Ties with 
SCO Countries

　According to statistics on trade  between Qingdao and SCO countries by the Qingdao 
Customs, in the first four months of 2019, Qingdao's imports and exports to SCO countries 
reached 12.587 billion RMB, with a year-on-year growth of 35.43%, of which, exports hit 
5.576 billion RMB, with a year-on-year growth of 17.11%, and imports reached 7.011 billion 
RMB, with a year-on-year growth of 54.67%.
　The increasing data demonstrates the level of local economic and trade cooperation 
between Qingdao and SCO countries. At present, Qingdao is building a new highland for 
opening-up to SCO countries by forging closer relationships with the SCO members.

Closer Economic and Trade Cooperation
　The “cooperation” in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization lies in economic 
and trade cooperation.
　On May 29, a train to Central Asia  loaded with palm oil, tea, tires, electronic 
products, automobile parts and other goods left from the Qingdao Multimodal 
Transportation Customs and Supervision Center, starting a 10-day journey to 
Kazakhstan. This is the 110th train from Qingdao to Central Asia this year.
　The frequent freight trains between Qingdao and SCO countries are an epitome 
of the deep economic and trade cooperation between them.
　Besides the trains linking Qingdao and SCO countries, there are more than 60 
direct sea routes from Qingdao to Southeast Asia, Europe, Africa and other regions.
　Benefiting from the convenient means of transport between China and SCO 
countries, many Qingdao enterprises have made rapid development globally.
　In the Nabervnye Chelny economic zone  in the Republic of Tatarstan, Russian 
Federation, a new factory invested by Qingdao Haier with $50 million has become 
an important pillar of the local economy. On March 12,2019, the 300 millionth 
Haier refrigerator rolled off the production line in Russia.

Landscape of Qingdao
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　In Pakistan, a turnkey project undertaken by SEPCOIII, known as Lucky Coal-fired Power 
Station Project, has set a record of 2 million man-hour construction operation without any 
accident. When completed, the project will be the largest lignite-fired power plant in Pakistan 
that will meet the power demands of 2 million households and significantly mitigate the power 
shortage in Pakistan.
　Qingdao enterprises seeking international development in SCO countries not only boost local 
employment, but also bring capital, professionals  and technology with them.
　 In Balochistan, Pakistan, Qingdao New Energy Solutions Inc. (NESI) has invested in a 
photovoltaic power station that creates more than 1,500 jobs for local people. In Kazakhstan, 
Qingdao Beihai Petroleum Equipment Technology Co., Ltd has set up a joint venture  for 
environmental protection and treatment, associated gas recovery and treatment, and making 
preparations for a Kazakhstan-China environmental technology industrial park.
　According to statistics, the trade volume between Qingdao and SCO countries reached US 
$5.5 billion in 2018. So far, two-way investments between Qingdao and SCO countries have 
exceeded US $1.9 billion.

A Platform for Exchanges
　SCO countries are located along the Belt and Road.Qingdao, as a major nodal city in the new 
Eurasian Continental Bridge economic corridor and an important strategic city for maritime 
cooperation, has obvious advantages in cooperation with SCO countries. Qingdao has set up a 
number of platforms for cooperation and exchanges with SCO countries.
　From May 24 to 26, an important event of the SCO - the First SCO Qingdao Forum on Local 
Economic and Trade Cooperation & First SCO International Trade and Investment Fair - was 

held in Jiaozhou, Qingdao. A total of 423 exhibitors and enterprises from 18 SCO countries 
attended the event and its sidelines including an international food and culture festival, 
negotiations, a signing ceremony and project promotion meetings, which were aimed to serve 
as a platform for cultural exchanges among SCO countries.
　“We’ ll promote the establishment of a China-Pakistan trade and investment center in 
Qingdao, and make the city an important platform for China-Pakistan cooperation under the 
SCO framework,” a vice president of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry said at the opening ceremony of the event.
　In fact, Qingdao has built a number of platforms for cooperation and communication with 
SCO countries since last year. Shortly after the SCO Qingdao summit, Qingdao successively 
hosted an SCO film festival, and an exhibition of imported commodities from SCO countries, 
a Qingdao Banqiao Forum on the Belt and Road Initiative, and an SCO forum on trade and 
investment liberalization and facilitation. Qingdao has established friendly cooperative 
relations with cities or institutions in the SCO, such as Nizhnekamsk, Russia and Borisov, 
Republic of Belarus. Qingdao has established an industrial and business center in Russia, and 
six trade offices in Alma-Ata, Bishkek, Lahore and other SCO countries.

Demonstration Zone
　The Demonstration Zone for China-Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Local 
Economic and Trade Cooperation is one dedicated to demonstrate the achievements of local 
economy and trade cooperation between Qingdao and SCO countries.
　For Qingdao, the construction of the demonstration zone not only provides a new window 
on local economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao and SCO countries, but also 
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offers new opportunities for Qingdao to build a new highland for opening-up.
　After nearly a year’ s construction, initial results began to manifest. So far, 40 key 
cooperation projects from home and abroad have settled in the demonstration zone in 
Qingdao. A large number of well-known enterprises such as JDcom, Transfer Logistics, 
CIMC Cold Chain, and Alfa Laval have invested in the demonstration zone, covering 
modern logistics, high-end equipment manufacturing, artificial intelligence, biomedicine 
and other industries. The construction of 12 service projects, including the SCO 
International Trade Building and Exhibition Center, involving a total investment of 6.5 
billion RMB, has been accelerated. A pattern of multi-field economic and trade cooperation  
and communication among SCO countries has taken form.
　Behind the fruitful results of local economic and trade cooperation are the efforts made 
by Qingdao to build the demonstration zone.
　Since the SCO Qingdao Summit, the demonstration zone in Qingdao has played an active 
role as a platform for economic and trade cooperation and cultural exchanges, as well as a 
land-sea transportation hub, creating a law-based, internationalized convenient business 
environment for investors and businesses. A legal service committee has been set up to 

provide legal support in the demonstration zone, and the demonstration zone was listed by 
the Ministry of Justice as one of national legal service exchange and cooperation centers. 
Besides, an international arbitration agency and a circuit court for international cases have 
been set up in the demonstration zone. To provide financial services, the demonstration 
zone has established a financial service center, which has established long-term cooperative 
relations with 10 financial institutions in the zone, including the China Development Bank.
　“The demonstration zone provides an excellent platform for economic and trade 
cooperation and innovative cooperation among SCO countries. Through cooperation with 
other SCO industrial parks, it can play a better role in promoting local economic and trade 
cooperation between SCO countries,” said Vladimir Norov, Secretary-General of SCO.
　Now, the course of development has been defined for the demonstration zone, that is, to 
build a pilot zone for innovation of the system of bilateral investment and trade with SCO 
countries, with a cluster of business start-ups, and a pilot zone for local economic and trade 
cooperation along the Belt and Road. Based on the above, it can be imagined that greater 
achievements will be made in local economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao and 
SCO countries.
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Qingdao Film Industrial Park 
Boosts China’s Film Industry
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　Currently, two sci-fi films, The Wandering Earth, and Crazy Alien, are on 
in cinemas around the world. It is said that the two films “started a new era 
for Chinese sci-fi films.” However, many people may not know that the two 
films were shot in the Oriental Film and Television Park in Qingdao.
　Experts believe that the production of the two films in Qingdao represents 
not only the development of Qingdao’ s film industry, but also a new trend of 
development for China’ s film industry. The park will become an important 
driver for the upgrading of China’ s film industry and witness the rise of a 
“film super power” in the East.

“Qingdao Power” Behind the Sci-fi Blockbusters
　Through the seabed tunnel across the Jiaozhou Bay, it takes only half an 
hour from Hong Kong Middle Road in downtown Qingdao to the Oriental 
Film and Television Park in the Lingshan Bay Film and Television Culture 
Industrial Area, where a huge sign on the hillside with the Chinese characters 
“Oriental Film Park” is conspicuous at a distance.
　Wang Hong, producer of The Wandering Earth, is impressed with the 
state-of-the-art facilities in the Oriental Film and Television Park. “Started in 
2017, The Wandering Earth was shot in 8 studios, and the propmakers made 
more than 10,000 pieces of props. The set used for the film is nearly 100,000 
m2, the size of 14 soccer fields.All the vehicles, undertown and space station 
in the film were shot using real-life objects,” he recalled. 
　The delicately-made space capsule, the future vehicles, the magnificent 
space engine, the fantastic undertown and stunning snow views...... every 
scene, which is shot in a separate studio, is vivid and lifelike. Now, there are 
still posters for The Wandering Earth and Crazy Alien in the studios. 
　Guo Fan, director of The Wandering Earth, said that the crew received a lot 
of support from the local service agencies in Qingdao in our preparations for 
the film. “Qingdao has the country’ s most advanced studios and that will 
provide guarantee for the shooting quality of our sci-fi,” Ning Hao, director 
of Crazy Alien, said at a press conference. “I chose to shoot my film in 
Qingdao because I like the facilities which are by no means inferior to those 
at Hollywood, and I’ m lured by Qingdao’ s favorable policies and sound 
service system.”
　As a matter of fact, many films had been made in Qingdao before these. 
According to statistics, approximately 100 films are shot in Qingdao each 
year. The Great Wall, Pacific Rim 2 and The Island, which are shown at home 
and abroad, were all shot in Qingdao. The SWAT and the Assassin in Red 
have finished shooting; the Fengshen Trilogy, the biggest-budget film in the 
Chinese film history, is being shot; and the Space 2049, the Astrology, and 
the Magic Condors will start shooting soon. 
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Hard Strength of Qingdao’ s Film Industry
　According to statistics, as a key cultural project in the Lingshan 
Bay Film and Television Culture Industrial Area, the Oriental Film 
and Television Park has a total of 5,400,000 m2 buildings with an 
investment of RMB 50 billion. It is the world’ s largest film park in 
terms of investment and industrial scale.
　Built on the former site of fishing villages, the Oriental Film and 
Television Park has 40 top-class studios and workshops, including the 
world’ s largest studio, involving a floor space of 10,000 m2, and the 
world’ s only integrated indoor-outdoor underwater studio. The 
world-class facilities and services in the park will ensure that more 
and more blockbusters will be made in Qingdao.
　After five years of development, three industrial clusters dedicated 
to development of film culture, smart technology and leisure tourism 
have taken shape in an area of 45 square kilometers in the Lingshan 
Bay Film and Television Culture Industrial Area, one of the top ten 
functional areas in Qingdao’ s West Coast New District, attracting 
numerous film festivals and events to settle there, adding to the 
cultural appeal and development potential of the park.
　“A number of projects in the Lingshan Bay area, such as the 
Tsinghua Qingdao Academy of Arts and Scientific Innovation, and an 
apartment building, and a post-production project in the creative 
industry park are under construction; and the Cangmashan film and 
television park about 40 minutes' drive from the Lingshan Bay will be 
put into use this year,” said Zhao Fang, vice-director of Lingshan Bay 
Film and Television Bureau (under preparation). By then, we’ ll have 
two film parks in the West Coast New District.
　The Oriental Film and Television Park is not just an industrial park 
for film production, but also a platform for cultural exchanges and 
cooperation. There is a film museum, a theater, as well as hotels and 
bars. The China Film Performance Art Academy Awards (Golden 
Phoenix Awards) and many national film promotion events, national 
performing arts competitions and film shows are held there. In June 
2018, the first SCO Film Festival held in the park received extensive 
acclaim from home and abroad. All these events add to the appeal of 
the park as an international filmmaking, trade and demonstration 
center.
　It can be envisaged that lured by Qingdao’ s world-class filmmaking 
facilities, more and more filmmakers will choose Qingdao to shoot 
their films, and with increasing output of films, Qingdao will surely 
become one of the film industry centers in China.
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A National Film Industry Center
　Qingdao, which was known as a “natural film studio” , is becoming a national film industry 
center with high-end studios and services. This change represents the infinite creative power of 
an open, vibrant and fashionable modern international city.
　As a city with deep attachment to film culture, Qingdao is known as a “natural film studio” for 
its multifarious styles of buildings, pleasant climate and picturesque scenery. Statistics by 
China’ s Central Television shows that nearly one third of the country’ s films and teleplays 
have scenes shot in Qingdao.
　In November 2017, Qingdao was included in the UNESCO Creative Cities Network and 
became the first city in China to be named a “City of Film” , offering a new opportunity for the 
development of Qingdao’ s film industry.
　Against the trend of tourism-oriented development pursued by most film parks in China, the 
Oriental Film and Television Park in Qingdao adheres to “industrialized film production + 
industrial chain development” in an attempt to narrow the gap between fantasy and reality by 
turning “concepts” in science fictions to “workable drawings” , thus building the park into a 
“dream plant” for China’ s film industry.
　Some insiders believe that the launch of The Wandering Earth and the Crazy Alien will make 

Qingdao a pilot city for upgrading and transformation of film industrial parks in China.
　Qingdao is exerting efforts to build the “soft power” for serving the film industry. To serve 
this purpose, Lingshan Bay Film and Television Bureau was established in March 2018 in the 
West Coast New District of Qingdao to provide one-stop services for film enterprises and film 
production crews, as well as industry administration, guidance and support.
　A special fund has been established in the Lingshan Bay Film and Television Culture 
Industrial Area to support the development of the film industry. Previously, Qingdao issued 
supportive policies for the film industry, for instance, a special fund is established to support the 
film industry at a rate of RMB 1 billion per year for 5 consecutive years, and a subsidy of up to 
40% is given for each film; a special fund is established to support script writing and creation 
under a national film and teleplay script incubation program; and tax refund policy is 
implemented for film companies registered in Qingdao. These policies boosted the development 
of Qingdao’ s film industry, instilled new energy into its film market, and added to its 
attractiveness as a UNESCO “City of Film” . At present, there are more than 200 film 
companies in the park. 
　With top-class facilities, excellent services and preferential policies, Qingdao is making great 
strides toward an internationally known “city of film” and an “oriental dream plant” .
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Qingdao, a Smart 
Port for Opening-up

　Opening up is the greatest advantage of Qingdao. As a window of the city, 
Qingdao Port witnesses massive flows of people, cargoes, capital and information. 
Therefore, improving the business environment of the port is important to the city’ s  
higher-level opening up.
　Qingdao has been improving the facilitation level of Qingdao Port in recent years, 
including the construction of a smart port, so as to improve the operating efficiency, 
reduce costs, improve the core competitiveness and eventually make Qingdao Port 
an important engine for the opening-up and development of the city.

Building Smart Port to Improve Operating Efficiency
　At the automated wharf of Qingdao port, import containers are inspected with 
professional inspection equipment that is connected to the customs inspection center 
where real-time images from the inspection equipment are  monitored and confirmed 
by customs officers. If no abnormality is found, the containers will be automatically 
released. 
　The inspection equipment at the automated wharf in Qingdao is the first of its 
kind in China. With this equipment, the Qingdao Customs can perform remote 
checks for imports in containers after discharged from the ship before being stacked 
in the storage yard. It saves inspection time and improves the operating efficiency of 
the port.
　This is only a part of the Qingdao Customs’ efforts to build a smart port and 
improve the business environment. Since last year, Qingdao Customs has made great 
efforts to reduce the inspection time and cost and improve the operating efficiency in 
order to create an optimal business environment at the port.
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　The smart examination and monitoring system makes customs clearance 
more convenient for enterprises. In the past, the customs mainly focused on 
serial operations including checking the information of vehicles and 
cargoes, weighing, and random inspections.
　In the smart examination and monitoring system, customs supervision is 
integrated into the wharf operation system. The weighing information, tally 
report and arriving report are sent to the customs by the container terminals 
when containers are offloaded from the vessel, while the loading and 
unloading operation is being remotely monitored by the customs officers 
through the smart surveillance. The automatic identification system controls 
the opening/closing of the customs pass with 100% accuracy. For 
businesses that use paper documents for customs clearance, electronic 
mobility certificates are used in place of paper documents, thus eliminating 
the travels between the wharf and the customs by the enterprises and 
cutting the time from 4 hours to 5 minutes.
　“Internet +” -backed Smart Port.
　After the launch of the port logistics platform by the Qingdao Municipal 
Port Affairs Office, the number of trips for processing documents is 
reduced from three to just one, online customs processing can be completed 
in a dozen of minutes, and the total time required for customs clearance is 
reduced by more than 80 percent, saving enterprises a lot of costs.
　“In the past, the customs clearance process for imported goods was very 
complicated, requiring at least one day for use to process documents, 
submit deposit and make payment. Now all these can be done online, 
saving us a lot of time,” said a clerk with Qingdao Shipping Agency Co., 
Ltd., the first shipping agency using the port logistics platform.

New Mode to Facilitate Customs Clearance
　The ports under the jurisdiction of the Qingdao Customs are important 
ports for bulk resource commodities in China, such as iron ore, manganese 
ore and chromium ore, amounting to 250 million tons per year, representing 
1/5 of the total import of China. Effective as of August 2018, imported 
minerals were subjected to a supervision mode of “inspection after 
clearance” by the Qingdao Customs.
　Under the traditional mode, the imported minerals had to undergo on-site 
inspection and quarantine, sampling, laboratory test and assessment, and 
the goods could only be cleared from the customs supervision on the 
strength of the assessment certification. Under the mode of “inspection 
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after clearance” , the imported minerals can be picked up after meeting the 
requirements of site inspections such as radioassay, foreign object test and 
quarantine. The laboratory test and customs clearance can be done 
simultaneously, while in the past, the later must wait until the former is 
completed. The average time required for inspection and clearance of 
imported minerals has been cut to 3.2 days only.
　The convenience and efficiency are also shown in the examination 
process. The Qingdao Customs has introduced a “411” mode for container 
cargo examination: After the customs determines to examine a certain 
container, instruction is sent to the port authority, which must move the 
container to the examination site within 4 hours without involving the 
importing enterprise. Within an hour after the container moved to the 
examination site, the customs officers begin the examination. The port 
removes the container from the examination site within an hour after 
examination.
　Under this mode, the customs, port and relevant department work 
together to improve the examination efficiency through “online data 
transmission” . The average examination time of the Huangdao Customs, 
the largest cargo examination site under the Qingdao Customs, has been 
reduced from 25 hours to 6 hours since the introduction of the “411” mode.
　The series of measures to reduce the customs clearance time saw 
significant results in the Qingdao Customs. Hisense is an import and 
export enterprise of electrical appliances in Qingdao. In the past, when 
importing the core components of mobile phones from European countries, 
1-2 days were required to prepare the documents, communicate with the 
agents, and make appointments for inspection and clearance. “Now the 
overall clearance time at the port is reduced by more than 30 percent,” said 
Wang Hongqian, business supervisor of the company. She believed that the 
improvement of customs clearance had significantly strengthened the 
competitiveness of the company’ s products.
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　Statistics shows that the overall import clearance time of the Qingdao Customs is reduced 
by half and the overall export clearance time is cut by more than 60 percent in 2018. In 2019, 
the overall import clearance by the Qingdao Customs requires 51.42 hours, a 27.71 percent 
reduction compared to that of 2018, and the overall export clearance needs 8.76 hours, a 
10.25 percent cut from that of 2018.

Reduction of Cost through Innovation 
　To reduce customs clearance costs for enterprises is also an important part of the efforts to 
improve the business environment at the port.
　The Qingdao Customs has introduced new credit guarantee policies, such as the group 
finance company guarantee for large enterprises, the “inter-bank joint guarantee” and 
“on-line bank guarantee” for small and medium-sized enterprises.
　From September 2018, China’ s first tariff guarantee insurance policy was introduced by 
the Qingdao Customs in collaboration with insurance companies. As the policy-holder, 
import and export enterprises can undergo the procedure for tariff guarantee on the strength 
of the “insurance policy” issued by the insurers, thus enabling normal customs clearance and 
reducing their capital and financial burdens.
　Shandong Jinsheng Non-Ferrous Group Co., Ltd., an enterprise for renewable copper 

production, is a beneficiary of the tariff guarantee insurance. “The insurance policy has 
replaced the former import deposit and bank guarantee. Because the tariff guarantee rate is 
lower than the bank lending rate and does not affect our credit line, it not only reduces the 
financing cost, but also enables us to use the money, which would otherwise have been used as 
import deposit, in business operation, thus improving the fund-using efficiency,” said Liu 
Jiacheng, head of the International Trade Department of Shandong Jinsheng Non-ferrous 
Group Co., Ltd. According to estimation, the company can save about RMB 3 million in 
interest each year and a lot of time if all of its import businesses are covered by the tariff 
guarantee insurance in the future.
　Such policy is benefiting more and more import and export enterprises. According to 
statistics, the Qingdao Customs accepted a total of 611 bank guarantees amounting to RMB 
7.57 billion from three insurance companies for 176 enterprises in the first quarter of this year. 
Among  the 176 enterprises, 124 enterprises adopted “general tariff settlement mode” with the 
tariff guarantee insurance in the Qingdao Customs, which effectively reduced the costs for 
customs clearance.
　It is worth mentioning that since August 2018, special measures have been taken to improve 
the port business environment in Qingdao, including publication of port fees and charges to 
enhance transparency, regulate the operation of the port and benefit enterprises.
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　In March 2019, a Qingdao government delegation 
arrived in Japan to launch a Qingdao Business Week. 
　The Qingdao Business Week kicked off on March 26, 
starting with a Japan-Qingdao Economic and Trade 
Cooperation Seminar. Over 300 people from industrial 
associat ions such as the Japan-China Economic 
Association, and the Japan External Trade Organization, 
large enterprises such as Mitsubishi, Sumitomo, Itochu, 
Aeon, Nissin, Yanma, Sojitz, Nippon Express and 
Mizuho, representatives from Japanese cities such as 
Shimonoseki, Sapporo, Miyazaki and Otaru, members of 
the Qingdao delegation including government officials 
and business representatives, and reporters from local 
media such as Nikkei, Japan New Overseas Chinese 
Newspaper, Japan-China Business Newspaper, and Japan 
Automotive Daily attended the meeting.
　At the beginning of the seminar, a promotional video 
on the city development of Qingdao was played. 
　“This year marks the 40th anniversary of the friendly 
exchanges and economic and trade cooperation between 
Qingdao and Japan. We are making great endeavors to 
establish a modern industrial  system focused on 
innovations and coordinated development in order to 
build the city into an open, vibrant and fashionable 
modern international metropolis with developed ocean 
economy and a first-class business environment. We hope 
to establish a higher-level cooperative relationship with 
Japan in a broader range of fields,” Xue Qingguo, 
executive vice mayor of Qingdao, said in his speech.
　His proposal for cooperation received a positive 
response from the Japanese friends.
　“Japan and Qingdao are geographically close,  
culturally connected, and have convenient transportation 
links. We have a solid foundation for closer economic and 
trade cooperation. Our cooperation is very promising,” 
said Kawamura Takeo, chairman of NPO Japan-China 
Friendship Exchange Promotion Association.
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　At the meeting, Qingdao Bureau of Commerce and Aeon, Hiking Group and 
LIDA Group of Japan, Jiaozhou City of Qingdao and SINO-JAPAN YOUJIAO 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, Qingdao Jimo District and Riovea Co., Ltd., 
Offshore Oil Engineering (Qingdao) Co., Ltd. and Japan Gas Corporation, 
Ruannao Offshore Resources (Qingdao) Ltd. and KASO Ltd. of Japan, Qingdao 
Haier Bio-Tech Ltd. and MEDINET Ltd. of Japan, Qingdao China Healcare 
International Medical and Health Industry Ltd. and Tokyo Medical and Health 
Industry Ltd., Qingdao Nuolida Intelligence Technology Ltd. and Japan 
International Association for the Promotion of Industry, Teaching and Research 
signed cooperation and investment contracts.
　As a sideline of the Qingdao Business Week, the Qingdao government 
delegation visited some Japanese businesses such as NIDEC, Itochu and Yanmar to 
promote economic and trade cooperation between enterprises in Qingdao and 
Japan.
　Statistics by Qingdao Bureau of Commerce shows that Japan is one of the 

earliest economical and trade cooperation partners for Qingdao, with the first 
Sino-foreign joint venture and the first foreign-funded bank coming from Japan. 
Besides, the first international air route for Qingdao is the Qingdao-Osaka route, 
and Shimonoseki is the first sister city for Qingdao. Now, Japan is Qingdao’ s 
third largest investor and third largest trade partner. By the end of 2018, there were 
2113 Japanese projects in Qingdao with a total paid-in capital of USD 5.8 billion, 
and there were 92 Qingdao projects in Japan, showing a accelerated growth 
momentum. Last year, nearly 400,000 passengers travelled between Qingdao and 
Japan for business, tourism or other activities. There are now 18 flights between 
Qingdao and Japanese cities such as Tokyo, Osaka, Fukuoka and Nagoya. 
　Besides, the Qingdao Industrial and Business Center in Japan - a platform for 
bilateral investment and exchange between Qingdao and Tokyo, is playing an 
important roll in promoting exchanges and cooperation between the two sides.
　As one of the major events for international economic and trade exchanges in 
Qingdao, a Japan Business Week will be launched in Qingdao this year.
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　The China (Qingdao) Cross-Border E-Commerce Pilot Zone established 
with the approval of the State Council in 2016 offers a new opportunity 
for the development of cross-border E-commerce in Qingdao. 
　Within three years after the establishment of the pilot zone, a 
cross-border e-commerce service center is established and a range of 
policies covering customs, commodity inspection, taxation and foreign 
exchange are issued, creating a favorable ecosphere for the development 
of cross-border e-commerce. In addition, the fast-growing port industries 
and multimodal transportation network and the proximity to Japan and 
South Korea have given rise to a number of new cross-border e-commerce 
businesses in the pilot zone.

An Innovative Platform for Integrated Production and 
Trade

　With the cross-border e-commerce service platform, Mr. Xiu, a local 
businessman engaged in production and sale of commercial freezers in 
Qingdao, is no longer worried about getting orders. “We used to travel 
around the world looking for buyers. Now, with the cross-border 
e-commerce platform, our products are exposed to buyer around the 
world. All we need to do is to ensure the product quality,” he said.
　In recent years, large-sized enterprises in the Qingdao Cross-Border 
E-Commerce Pilot Zone are encouraged to build their own cross-border 
e-commerce and foreign trade platforms, while small and medium-sized 
enterprises are called to develop overseas markets in order to improve 
their export capacity and promote the development of new foreign trade 
forms through innovation.
　Haier Group’ s Tradso.com is one of such platforms. In less than three 
years since its establishment, the platform attracted 4000 enterprise clients 
and 300 supply chain clients covering 11 industries in a dozen provinces 
(municipalities) and over 1300 overseas buyers in 30 countries and 
regions including U.S.A., Russia, South Korea and Japan. 
　According to statistics for 2016 to 2018, the volume of foreign trade 
through Tradso.com grew at a compound rate of 260% in the context of an 
unstable foreign trade environment in China. 
　It is not the only one such platform in Qingdao. 
　Hiking Group has established a service system integrating “online and 
offline domestic and overseas comprehensive services for foreign trade  
and cross-border e-commerce, supported by 12 platforms for international 
trade, financing guarantee and export credit insurance, etc, helping 12,000 
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micro, small and medium -sized foreign trade enterprises establish 
overseas sales network, foster independent overseas brands and 
expand cross-border e-commerce trade.
　The China (Qingdao) Cross-Border E-Commerce Pilot Zone has 
created many China’ s firsts: the first C2M (customer to 
manufacturer) business pattern, the first web-based e-commerce 
platform for import of cotton yarn “www.ecottonyarn.com” , 
and the first cold chain cross-order e-commerce platform 
“Xianyunwang” , to name but a few.
　To make use of the city’ s overseas industrial parks and 
resources, the Qingdao Cross-Border E-Commerce Pilot Zone 
spares no effort to build an international offline intelligent logistics 
network along the “Silk Road” in a bid to facilitate import of 
high-quality goods from around the world through development of 
overseas public warehouses.
　At present, 24 Qingdao enterprises have built 52 public 
warehouses in 26 countries including the U.S.A., Japan, South 
Korea, Germany, Australia and New Zealand, with  a total storage 
area of 200,000 m2, forming an international system of public 
warehouses covering all major countries across the world. 
Compared with the traditional logistics mode, Qingdao’ s overseas 
warehousing service reduces international logistics cost by 35% on 
average. In addition, commodities purchased by customers in the 
west coast of the United States, Japan, the United Kingdom, and 
Germany through cross-border e-commerce platforms may be 
delivered on the same day.
　Furthermore, a “cloud platform” is created by the Qingdao 
Cross-Border E-Commerce Pilot Zone by integrating the resources 
of 50 foreign trade service businesses, banks and third-party 
payment companies to provide integrated financing, payment, 
warehousing and logistics, business and staff training and big data 
analysis services. 

Unique Port Advantage
　Apart from the innovative patterns, cross-border e-commerce 
enjoys a unique geographic advantage.
　In collaboration with the Qingdao Customs, the Qingdao 
Cross-Border E-Commerce Pilot Zone has set up the country’ s 
first quick inspection center for sea freights to and from South 

Landscape of Qingdao



075074 A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Page 10, March 28, 2019 Page 10, March 28, 2019

Korea to realize “daily delivery” , reducing transportation time and costs by half.  
　On March 9, a shipment of RMB 60,000 worth of garments, baby strollers and home 
appliances was released at the quick inspection center for export to South Korea. The ship 
left Qingdao at 7pm and arrived in South Korea at 9 am the following day, taking only 14 
hours, reducing transportation cost by RMB 10 per kilo compared with air transportation. 
　The unique port advantage gives an edge to the development of cross-border 
e-commerce in Qingdao. 
　In the Qingdao Bonded Port Area, Li Chunyan, manager of yuanyanggo.com, an online 
trading platform of Zhonggang Group, is busy importing cosmetics and mother-and-baby 
products from Japan through their cross-border e-commerce platform.
　Li Chunyan said: “We benefit a lot from Qingdao’ s port facilities. We operated in 
Ningbo and Canton, but finally selected Qingdao because Qingdao port is the second 
largest foreign trade port in China that can provide support and impetus to our operation 
here.”
　Diao Yunfeng, vice president of Haier Group and chairman of Tradso.com, agrees with 
Li Chunyan. “Apart from the superior port facilities, Qingdao has another cutting edge, 
that is multimodal transportation. We are going to develop markets in countries along the 

Belt and Road through multimodal transportation, expand exports to Central Asia through 
the Alataw Pass and exports to Russia through the Manchuria port,” Diao said.  
　Now, Qingdao operates five regular international trains to Central Asia, Europe, 
Mongolia, South Korea, and the ASEAN region from the multimodal transportation central 
station, forming an international transportation network linking the Maritime Silk Road 
and the Silk Road. 
　All these together provide a powerful driver for the growth of cross-border e-commerce 
in Qingdao. In 2018, Qingdao’ s total volume of cross-border e-commerce trade hit RMB 
34.245 billion, up 41.9% y-o-y, in which B2B trade was RMB 32.926 billion, up 48.83% 
y-o-y, and B2C trade was RMB 1.317 billion, up 53.86% y-o-y,
　After three year’ s development, Qingdao has become the only city in northern China 
that has four supervision models—“online bonded import” , “direct purchase import” 
“general export” and “special regional export” .

Industrial Development Policies 
　Favorable policies and environment drives the development of cross border e-commerce 
in Qingdao.
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　Qingdao Bureau of Commerce has issued a 20-item policy to promote the development of 
cross-border e-commerce in accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of Commerce 
for adopting the successful practices to promote the development of cross-border 
e-commerce in pilot zones.
　The Qingdao Cross-Border E-Commerce Pilot Zone has launched a third-party service 
tracing platform - Import Quality and Safety Information Tracing Platform - to ensure 
that consumers buy authentic products through online interactions on the import process. 
So far, more than 1 million tracing codes have been provided covering pre-packed 
foods, small appliances, garments, shoes and hats, and general merchandise. 
　In collaboration with the forex administration department, the Qingdao 
Cross-Border E-Commerce Pilot Zone has launched export order financing business 
to help financial institutions to explore new financing models for export enterprises 
and help cross-border e-commerce exporters to get bank loans. So far, a total of 
RMB 6800 has been raised for 300 micro, small and medium-sized cross-border 
e-commerce businesses under the new mode of business.
　The Qingdao Customs has taken measures to facilitate customs clearance in 
support of the development of cross-border e-commerce in Qingdao, such as 
“customs duty deposit guarantee” service, which, compared to traditional cash 
deposit and bank guarantee, eases financial pressure on enterprises and reduces 
time and cost for customs clearance.
　Besides, the Qingdao Customs has introduced a new pattern of supervision 
based on the credit of consignees of cross-border e-commerce goods, which 
significantly reduces field checks and improves the operating efficiency.
　The soft environment for cross-border e-commerce has beenimproving 
continuously  in Qingdao, attracting more and more cross-border 
e-commerce enterprises like NetEase Kaola, Jingdong and Vipshop to 
settle in the pilot zone. Now, there are 680 cross-border e-commerce 
enterprises in Qingdao. 
　A comprehensive online public service system and a cross-border 
e-commerce financial service system will be established in the Qingdao 
pilot zone in 2019 in a bid to make full use of the superior resources in 
financing, payment, tracing, talent, logistics, overseas warehousing 
and customs supervision to forge an  internet-based ecosphere for 
cross-border e-commerce across the city.
　Besides, Qingdao will make the most of its geographical, policy 
and port advantages to forge a regional distribution center for 
commodities to and from Japan and South Korea, and launch a 
cross-border e-commerce cooperation program targeted at South 
Korea, and then expand the cooperation to Singapore, the U.S.A. 
and Germany, setting a new example for international 
cooperation in cross-border e-commerce trade.

Landscape of Qingdao
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　An assembly line for H135 helicopters, the first of its kind outside of 
Europe, was officially put into operation on April 17, opening a new era 
for the development of Airbus helicopters and the aviation industry in 
China and Asia. 
　Wang Qingxian, chief of the CPC Qingdao Committee, said that 
Qingdao has profound manufacturing capacity and manufacturing 
brands, which will provide strong support for the the development of the 
Airbus helicopter project. At present, we are building Qingdao into a 
national strategic pivotal city in northern China, and an international 
shipping, trade and financial innovation center featuring high-end 
manufacturing + AI and fashion, added Wang, who welcomes 
world-class enterprises like Airbus to invest and establish their business 
presence in Qingdao.

A New Model for China-Europe Industrial Cooperation 
　“I welcome you as a Qingdao resident as I have been living in Qingdao 
for more than a year,” said Pierre-Antoine Aubourg, general manager of 
the Airbus Helicopters Qingdao Co., Ltd. He has been in Qingdao since 
the commencement of the project in March 2018. After a year’ s 
construction, the assembly line has come into operation under the 
concerted efforts of the relevant parties. Airbus Helicopters takes 
Qingdao as a core strategic place for the development of its helicopter 
business. 
　Let’ s take a look back at the development of the Airbus H135 helicopter 
Qingdao assembly line, a project jointly nurtured by the Chinese and 
German governments.
　In October 2015, witnessed by the Chinese Premier and German 
Chancellor, a framework agreement for cooperation between Qingdao 
and Airbus Helicopters was signed.
　In June 2016, witnessed by the Chinese Premier and German 
Chancellor, milestone documents on industrial cooperation between 
Qingdao and Airbus Helicopters were signed. 
　In December 2016, Qingdao United General Aviation Co. Ltd., a joint 
venture by Qingdao United General Aviation Industry Co., Ltd and China 
Aviation Supplies Group was established to promote the Airbus 
helicopter assembly line project.

Landscape of Qingdao
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　In June 2016, Airbus Helicopter (Qingdao) Co., Ltd was jointly incorporated by Airbus 
Helicopters and Qingdao United General Aviation Co., Ltd.
　The H135 helicopter Qingdao assembly line has been put into production, filling the 
domestic manufacturing sector’ s blank for 3-ton-class civil helicopters. The hingeless design 
of the main propeller makes the helicopter more responsive to the pilot’ s control and easier to 
operate, and greatly reduces the maintenance time.
　The duct-style tail propeller design allows easy accessibility from the rear, thus adding to 
the safety of the helicopter. Under difficult conditions, the tail propeller is not affected by 
obstacles such as trees. Even when it touches the hillside, the helicopter can still fly safely. The 
H135 has remarkable low noise performance, known as one of the quietest helicopters in its 
class.
　The latest model, T3/P3, is equipped with an all-new Helionix avionics system, which 
provides a benchmark for the industry in performance, safety and mission capabilities.
　As the first Airbus H135 helicopter assembly line outside of Europe, the first phase of the 
Qingdao assembly line has a designed capacity for 18 helicopters per year, using the same 
technology, quality and service standards as the European line. The Qingdao assembly line has 

become another demonstration project for Sino-Europe industrial cooperation after the Tianjin 
A320 assembly line project.
　In 2016, Airbus Helicopters signed a framework agreement on the purchase of 100 H135 
helicopters with its Chinese partner. The first five H135 helicopters have been assembled in 
Germany and the remaining 95 ones will be assembled in Qingdao.

Development of a General Aviation Industry Chain
　The Qingdao assembly line has laid the foundation for the development of a potential 
hundred-billion-level industry chain in Qingdao.
　The industry chain involves R&D, manufacture, sales and maintenance of aircrafts and 
airborne equipment, supporting services such as construction of general airports and landing 
points, low-altitude airspace administration, general operation, training of crews and 
professionals, construction of application and coordination systems, and financial and 
insurance services.
　The establishment of an aircraft assembly line will undoubtedly promote local employment 
and the development of related industries. So far, many R&D and manufacturing enterprises 
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for key components in the general aviation industry such as airborne 
equipment, aircraft engines and avionics equipment have expressed 
interest in establishing businesses in Qingdao. It is expected that a 
hundred-billion-level industry chain will be formed, which will drive 
regional industrial transformation and upgrading and promote the 
development of general aviation businesses such as flight operation 
training, low-altitude tourism, aviation sports, business flight and 
flight service guarantee.
　Insiders believe that the establishment of the H135 helicopter 
assembly line and related sales and application systems will promote 
the development of Qingdao and even Shandong’ s general aviation 
industry.
　Qingdao Mayor Meng Fanli said that Qingdao aims to be a national 
demonstration city for helicopter application, and the cooperation with 
Airbus Helicopters will inject new vitality into the local helicopter 
industry.
　Qingdao is currently building a national general aviation industry 
demonstration zone and a general aviation industry park.
　The national general aviation industry demonstration zone is 
located in the Jimo Oceantec Valley, where the H135 helicopter 
assembly line is located. The focus will be on the development of 
three industrial sectors: aircraft manufacturing, operation service, and 
aviation tourism.
　The general aviation industry park is located in the Jiaozhou airport 
industrial area. It is aimed to be a high-end aviation industry center in 
Northeast Asia, including industries such as business aircraft and 
general aviation operation, aircraft delivery, exhibition, sales and 
leasing, general aviation maintenance, training and equipment bonded 
trade.

Development of Air Rescue Market
　The first helicopter assembled in Qingdao is scheduled to roll off 
the production line in the second half of 2019. The annual capacity of 
the final assembly line is 18 helicopters in the initial stage, which will 
be doubled as the production cycle is shortened in the future.
　All the helicopters assembled in Qingdao will be delivered to 
Chinese customers and be used mainly for air rescue. At present, 
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China has a great demand for emergency rescue helicopters. As a classic 
twin-engine light aircraft, the H135 provides a proven, cost-effective 
platform for emergency rescue.
　The Airbus Qingdao project is aimed at the emergency rescue market. 
Globally, about half of the H135 helicopters are used for medical rescue 
services, and about 18 percent are for police duties.
　Currently, 588 H135 helicopters are used for medical rescue in the world, 
representing 24 percent of the total number of helicopters for medical 
rescue service.
　“China is the fastest growing market for Airbus helicopters, with an 
annual growth of 20 percent. With the growing demand for helicopters in 
emergency medical service, public service and offshore wind power sectors, 
China will need about 600 light twin-engine helicopters in the coming 20 
years,” said Marie-Agnes Veve, general manager of Airbus Helicopters 

China. Airbus chose to build the H135 assembly line in China because it believed 
that the H135 is very suitable for the Chinese market, she added. In addition to 
emergency rescue, the H135 is capable of performing a range of missions such as 
search and rescue, law enforcement, fire fighting and tourism. 
　Shandong province is building an aviation rescue public service system based on 
the Airbus H135 helicopters in an effort to provide public services such as air 
rescue and police patrol.
　The public service system will significantly enhance the social governance 
capacity, improve public services, promote the transformation of growth drivers, 
develop advanced manufacturing, and boost the development of the general 
aviation industry of Shandong province.
　Airbus H135 helicopters assembled in Qingdao, which are aimed at the Chinese 
market, will play a positive role in promoting Qingdao’ s general aviation industry 
and public aviation services.
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　As one of the “Most Attractive Cities in the Eyes of 
Foreigners” for seven consecutive years, Qingdao has 
many advantageous platforms to attract talent.
　Located in the Sino-German Eco-Park, the Doctors 
Village is one of such platforms. Though it is only half a 
year from its establishment, it has attracted a lot of 
high-level talent from home and abroad. 
　Originally, the word “village” refers to a settlement in 
a country area. Now, it also refers to any community of 
people. According to a local official, it is called 
“Doctors Village” because most of its residents are 
high-level scholars, researchers and academicians with 
master’ s or doctoral degrees. Its naming has two 
impl ica t ions :  one  i s  the  green  and  eco- l iv ing  
environment just like in the country; the other is the 
complete service and living facilities for the residents.
　The residents of the Doctors Village are charged with 
an important mission, that is, to turn ecological concepts 
in to  rea l i ty  and  cont r ibu te  to  the  sus ta inab le  
development of the Sino-German Eco-Park.
　The Doctors Village covers an area of 4.5 hectares, 
with complete office and living facilities including a 
service center, an academician engineering technology 
center, a smart park control and science promotion 
center, apartment buildings,  rooftop salons, an art 
gallery and a fitness club to provide one-stop services 
for the residents. 
　There are all together six separate buildings in the 
Doctors Village, including three apartment buildings, a 
shopping center and other business service facilities. 

Landscape of Qingdao
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　In addition, the Doctors Village is also equipped with a smart city 
development platform, future city showroom, rooftop villas, a cinema and 
entertainment and catering services. 

Unique Superiority 
　BGI Qingdao in the Sino-German Eco-Park is a well-known institution for 
genetic research. Lars Bolund, executive director of the Institute for 
Regenerative Medicine of BGI Qingdao, who is the patent-holder for artificial 
cloning of pigs, and winner of Friendship Award of Chinese Government, is 
one of the residents of the Doctors Village, enjoying tax relief in personal 
income tax and other preferences such as CTM health care and home doctor 
service for high-level experts in the Doctors Village.
　As the largest high-level genomic research institution in Shandong, BGI 
Qingdao has a research team of 198, with 71% of them having master’ s 

degrees or above, including  over 30 with doctoral degrees or above. Most of 
Lars Bolund’ s colleagues enjoy the favorable policies in the Doctors Village.
　High-level talent is key to the development of start-ups. The Doctors Village 
provides all-out support in project incubation, talent introduction and 
management, project financing and administrative approval for projects in the 
park. 
　“We are going to set up a municipal-level maker space or an incubator for 
technology-based enterprises this year. The lump-sum subsidy for business 
startups will be doubled from the original RMB 10,000 per person, and the 
subsidy for startup posts will be increased to RMB 5,000 per person,” said an 
administration official of the Sino-German Eco-Park. 
　Other moves such as Sino-German Park Development Fund, support of 
equity financing for platform companies, investment in the park helped to boost 
investment and financing for projects in the park. 

Landscape of Qingdao
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　Besides, the Doctors Village can also enjoy preferential 
policies in talent introduction and administration, 
including application for awards, individual income tax 
and staff employment.

Development Vision 
　In September last year, Ge Junbo, academician of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences and director of the 
Biomedicine Institute of Fudan University, said he 
would set up in Qingdao a national cardiovascular 
device research center. “Talent is essential to this 
project, and the Doctors Village enjoys favorable 
policies for attracting talent. That is why we chose 
Qingdao for our project,” Ge said. 
　It is said that a dozen industrial parks nationwide 
attempted to get this project. The Doctors Village has 
provided 27,000 m2 offices for the project and 50 
apartments for high-level staff.
　In less than half a year, the Doctors Village has 
received one sixth of the high-level experts in the 
Sino-German Eco-Park. 
　The talent attracting practice in the Doctors Village 
has been adopted in the Guzhenkou Military-Civilian 
Cooperation Pilot Area in Qingdao. According to 
insiders, the Doctors Village receives many phone calls 
everyday asking for field visits. 
　The Doctors Village has set up a new goal for talent 
attraction: by 2021, to introduce more than 100 top-level 
experts or scholars, 1000 doctoral or post-doctoral 
researchers and senior experts, 10,000 urgently-needed 
technicians and 10,000 professionals to forge a high-end 
community brand.

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Hua
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　Recently, a Sino-Korean science and technology innovation park (STIP) was officially opened in 
Chengyang district, Qingdao. Eighteen Korean enterprises, including Boryeong Economic Innovation 
Academy, Daegyeong ICT Association, and KTTC Plastic Surgery, have settled in the park.
　According to sources, the STIP is committed to building a leading platform for Sino-Korean economic 
and trade cooperation, an innovation and incubation center for Korean enterprises and an accelerator for 
the development and upgrading of regional economies. With a total planned area of 100,000 square 
meters, the park consists of an innovation center, an innovation park and shared supporting facilities, and 
will be built in three phases. The first phase will be focused on building a 10,000-square-meter innovation 
center for more than 200 government agencies, business associations and enterprises from South Korea. 
The planned area of the second and third phases is 40,000 and 50,000 square meters, respectively. The 
whole project will be completed and put into operation in 2022.
　According to the plan, the STIP is expected to accommodate fast-growing high-tech enterprises with a 
large number of employees and high economic benefits. The focus will be on attracting new-generation 
industries such as electronic information, health care, precision/intelligent manufacturing, and cultural 
creativity to promote the development of fast-growing enterprises. At the same time, a professional 
operating team will be built to work with the Chengyang district government and other functional 
departments to incorporate the existing Korean organizations in Qingdao in the special administrative 
service plan to ensure they will receive one-stop services.
　South Korea is the second largest investor in Qingdao and the city’ s second largest trading partner. By 
the end of March 2019, South Korea invested in 12,930 projects in Qingdao, with a signed foreign 
investment of $30.462 billion and an actually utilized investment of $19.7134 billion. Qingdao has 
approved 180 investment projects in South Korea, with a total investment of $1.196 billion. In the first 
quarter of 2019, Qingdao's total import and export trade with South Korea reached $1.93 billion, with a 
year-on-year growth of 7.1 percent.
　Chengyang district, as a hot area for economic and trade cooperation with South Korea, has been 
exploring ways to establish a system for liberalized and international investment and trade facilitation. 
Also, to promote the development of the open service market and boost the cultivation of innovation 
abilities, Chengyang district has established a China-Japan-Korea Committee for Regional Trade 
Cooperation, a cooperation zone management committee, and a mechanism for communication between 
trade associations in China, South Korea and Japan, to comprehensively promote tripartite cultural, 
economic and trade exchanges and to seize the high ground for cooperation with Japan and South Korea. 
This year, a range of event will be held in Chengyang district, such as the Qingdao Conference for 
Worldwide Korean Business Cooperation, the 2019 Japan and South Korea (Qingdao) Import Expo, and 
the China-Japan-Korea Conference for Regional Trade Cooperation. Also in the 2019 development plan 
for Chengyang district, there is a China-Japan-Korea innovation park, a China-Japan-Korea economic and 
trade cooperation park, and a Europe-Asia supply chain industrial park.
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　In a dance studio in Shinan district, Qingdao, twenty dancers 
were dancing to Indian music, following their Indian instructor 
in traditional Indian costume. 
　Badru, a professional dance instructor, has been in this line of 
business for two decades. “I started learning dance when I was 
only 9. as a teenager, I took part in dance competitions in India 
and got prizes. I am a household name in my hometown.” In 
fact, his parents wanted him to work in a bank, but he insisted 
on his decision. “I love dancing. I am pleased to teach Indian 
dance in Qingdao,” he said.
　Badru has worked in a yuga club for five and a half years, 
teaching basic Indian dance, traditional Indian dance and 
Bollywood Indian dance. Over one thousand people have 
learned from him. 
　In the yuga club where Badru works, there is a huge photo of 
Badru in the stair room. A video on his dance lessons in the club 
is played repeatedly. Apparently, he has become a “brand name” 
for the club after years’ of services. 
　“Recommended by a friend of mine, I came to Qingdao in 
July 2013 to work as a dance instructor,” Badru recalled. “It was 
a very nice day when I arrived in Qingdao, and I was fascinated 
by the blue sky, green trees and the clear sea.”

Badru

　Aside from the city’ s favorable environment, the increasing 
demand for Indian dance instructors is another factor that attracted 
Badru. In Qingdao, he earns twice as much as in India. 
　Badru has to choreograph three dances a month. This, however, 
is not a problem for him as a professional dance instructor. He said: 
"I had the inspiration as soon as music starts, the body movements 
were all in my mind." While teaching Indian dance, Badru and his 
students developed a deep friendship. "My students are all my 
friends in Qingdao, they teach me Chinese, they are very friendly. I 
feel the Qingdao people are warm-hearted and friendly," he said.
　“At the beginning, Badru could not speak a single Chinese word. 
Yet he is smart and quick to learn. Now he speaks fluent Chinese. 
He has many good students and he is the most populous coach in 
the club,” Badru’ s employer Zhou Ming said.
　Now, Badru has fully adapted to the pace of life in Qingdao. 
“Qingdao is an open and inclusive city. It is modern, dynamic and 
fashionable. There is WiFi everywhere, mobile-phone payment is 
very convenient, that makes life very comfortable,” said Badru, 
who also likes beer with seafood, just like a Qingdao native. On his 
days off, Badru would go to the seaside for a breeze or climb 
mountains. "It's fantastic to stand on the top of the Laoshan 
mountain to see the beautiful landscape by the sea," he said.
　Badru’ s wife came to Qingdao for the fist time early this year. 
“I can take a month off every year to visit my family in India. 
Starting from this year, I plan to have my wife here in Qingdao for 
a few months each year so we can have more time together,” he 
said. When it comes to future plan, Badru takes Qingdao as his first 
choice, even hoping his daughter to join him in Qingdao. “She is 
only five years old and she hopes to study in Qingdao University 
when she grows up. My wife and I love this city, and I am sure my 
daughter will love it too,” he said.
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　Growing up in a medical family in South Korea, Park Ji-Ho, who graduated 
from Shandong University of Traditional Chinese Medicine with a Ph.d in 
acupuncture and massage, happened to be attached to an international robot 
competition in Qingdao.
　“I like China, and I like Qingdao as well,” Park said in fluent Chinese as 
soon as we met. He said that in 2003, he paid a visit to Hong Kong when he 
was 22 years old. In 2004, he came to study in Shandong Normal University 
as an exchange student. Later, he changed to SUTCM to study traditional 
Chinese medicine and became an acupuncture and massage therapist after his 
graduation. In January 2017, he and his wife moved to Qingdao, he said. With 
these words, he stopped and took out a photo album.
　There were more than a dozen black-and-white photos of his grandfather in 
the album. The photos were taken during his grandfather’ s visits to China as 
a member of an organization for promoting China-Korea friendly exchanges 
50 years ago. “My grandfather was familiar with Chinese culture. He had a 
huge portrait of Confucius in his house all year round.” Influenced by his 
grandfather, Park developed an interest in China. “I have a strong belief in 
Confucianism, such as ‘man can do anything’ and ‘man can conquer 
nature’ ,” he said, adding that one day, he went specially to pay homage to the 
statue of Confucius in the Temple of Confucius in Qufu, Shandong province.

　“Qingdao has developed economy, complete amenities, beautiful 
scenery and convenient means of transport to South Korea. That’ s why 
my wife and I chose Qingdao,” Park said.
　Since July 2017, Park has been the publicity director of Qingdao Red 
Cross China-Korea Medical Team. Every month, he goes to rural areas 
around Qingdao with his teammates to provide free medical services. In 
2018, recommended by a friend from South Korea, Park joined the 
International Robotics Olympiad.
　“Medical treatment is my major and robot competition is my hobby. 
There is no contradiction between the two,” said Park, who was busy 
making preparations for the competition.
　“It is one of the most popular competitions in the world today. The 20th 
IRO was held in the Philippines last December, attracting more than 1,000 
participants from 15 countries around the world,” Park said. With the 
concerted efforts of Park and his colleagues, the IRO Shandong 
competitions will be held in Qingdao in July.
　To Park, Qingdao has a good foundation for AI development. In addition 
to the competition, he plans to invite some top experts in the industry to 
visit Qingdao. He also plans, in collaboration with his colleagues, to make 
the IRO China finals happen in Qingdao next year. “We hope to contribute 
to the development of Qingdao’ s AI industry and drive the city’ s 
tourism, education and consumption through this event,” he said.
　Living in Qingdao for just two years, Park sees the city as his second 
hometown. “On April 23, a maritime parade celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of the founding of the People's Liberation Army Navy was 
held in Qingdao. South Korean ships participated in the parade. It's really 
spectacular!” he said.
　“When I first came to Qingdao, I was fascinated by its red roofs, green 
trees, clear sea and blue sky. I haven't lived in Qingdao for long, but I can 
feel its rapid economic growth. I’ m happy to live here,” Park said. Having 
been to many Chinese cities, he likes Qingdao the most.
　“I think Qingdao is full of opportunities,” Park said. He is sure that he 
will be working in Qingdao for a long time to witness the development of 
this international city.

Park Ji-Ho and his chinese wife
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“Investing in Qingdao is investing 
in the national strategy”
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Local Economic and Trade Cooperation 

Qingdao Multimodal Transportation Center in 

the Demonstration Zone for China-SCO Local 

Economic and Trade Cooperation

　The Demonstration Zone for China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation, which was 
established in Qingdao with the approval of the Central Committee for Deepening Overall Reform, 
provides a new platform for international cooperation along the Belt and Road, and will play an 
important role in promoting international logistics, modern trade, two-way investment cooperation and 
business, tourism and cultural exchanges. It will bring into full play Qingdao’ s role in building the new 
Eurasian Continental Bridge economic corridor, increasing maritime cooperation, strengthening 
connectivity between China and SCO countries, and promoting China’ s opening-up.
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