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Qingdao on the Way to a Famous 
International Marine City

Qingdao Resolute in Advancing 
Cultural and Ethical Progress

It aims to be an economic leader in Shandong, a central city in China, 
and a strong ocean city in the world.

To Qingdao, building a civilized city is a campaign to improve the city's 
urban environment and image and its citizens' overall standard of living. 
It is part of Qingdao's international city strategy and will exert a profound 
influence on the daily life of the citizens.
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Qingdao on the Way to 
a Famous International 

Marine City

According to the recent "Inventory of World Cities" released by the world-

renowned city-rating institution GAWC in June this year, Qingdao is rated as a 

"Gamma+" world city at the 143rd ranking compared to a "Sufficiency-level" world 

city at the 236th ranking in the last issue four years ago. The other "Gamma+" 

world cities include Osaka (Japan), Birmingham (UK) and St. Petersburg (Russia).

In the recent "Global City Competitiveness Report" released by the National 

Academy of Economic Strategy of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), 

and the United Nations Human Settlements Program, Qingdao is ranked 85th, 

ahead of Washington of the United States, Melbourne of Australia, and Rome of 

Italy.

The rise of Qingdao’s ranking is attributable to the progress in the 

implementation of its international city strategy.

Zhang Jiangting, secretary of the CPC Qingdao Committee and director of the 

Qingdao Municipal Committee for the Promotion of the International City Strategy, 

said "We should take the initiative and focus our efforts on resolving the problem 

of imbalanced and insufficient development, and achieve a new leap-forward in 

the new era. We should strive to be an economic leader in Shandong, a central city 

in China, and a strong ocean city in the world. We should improve our ideology, 

working methods and sense of responsibility. We should highlight the leadership 

of the CPC, highlight reform, highlight the opening-up, highlight the shift of new 

growth drivers, and highlight the people-centered principle."

Now, Qingdao is implementing its international city strategy through innovation 

in various fields.

It aims to be an economic leader in Shandong, a central city in China, and a 

strong ocean city in the world.

Vision of Development 
On December 6, 2017, the Qingdao Municipal Committee for the Promotion 

Written by Yang Yao

Page 10,  February 28, 2017 Page 10,  February 28, 2017

Scenery of Qingdao



海
外
版

PEOPLE'S  DAILY  OVERSEAS  EDITION

海
外
版

004 A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Page 10,  February 28, 2017 Page 09,  February 28, 2017

of the International City Strategy held a plenary session to review the work under the 

international city strategy and make an arrangement for the next-stage operations. One of 

the highlights of the meeting was that a draft action plan for 200 "Internationalization +" 

projects (2018-2019) under the international city strategy was tabled for discussion.

The "Internationalization +" action plan is a creation of Qingdao in carrying out the 

international city strategy, which involves practical projects for various departments, 

districts and cities under five Grade I indexes, namely, international competitiveness, 

international influence, international appeal, international growth capacity and international 

support capacity, and thirty-five Grade II indexes.

It has become a new normal in Qingdao to make arrangements with an international 

vision. All departments, organizations, districts and cities of Qingdao will make annual 

plans in accordance with the “Internationalization +" action plan to promote urban planning, 

social governance, public service, economic development, international exchange, cultural 

environment and introduction of talents. 

Ninety-nine percent of the 100 "Internationalization +" projects envisaged in the action 

plan (2016-2017) under the international city strategy of Qingdao has been fulfilled. 

Under the two-year work system, arrangements for the next year are made in each year's 

annual plan, thus ensuring the smooth progress and traceability of all major projects.

The action plans are made by breaking down the objectives of Qingdao's long-term 

strategic plan into specific tasks, thus making the objectives visible and tangible.

The execution of the action plans has brought significant changes to Qingdao. 

Promoting Urban Development
After the 12th CPC Congress of Qingdao, a new blueprint featuring "three belts and one 

axis, three bays and three areas, and agglomerated development" was released for building 

an international bayside metropolis. 

The upgrading of the urban space strategy is a practical move to implement the 

international city strategy.

Paragraph 6 of the "Internationalization +" Action Plan (2016-2017) states that we 

should "utilize advanced city planning concepts at home and abroad, and accelerate the 

formulation of detailed regulatory plans for central urban areas according to the Overall 

Plan (2011-2020) of Qingdao, step up the reform of "all-in-one" regulations, and make 

development plans for bayside areas."

Qingdao is making steady progress 

towards its goal of an international city 

according to the "Internationalization +" 

action plan.

In March this year, with the approval 

of the Ministry of Commerce,  the 

Qingdao Industrial Park for Eurasian 

Trade and Economic Cooperation was 

established, based on the multimodal 

transport customs supervision center in 

Jiaozhou. It is the only industrial park 

for two-way international investment 

in Europe and Asia along the "Belt 

and Road" in China. It will serve as 

a platform for international trade and 

investment oriented to markets in Europe, 

Japan and South Korea.

Presently, twenty-one projects have 

settled in the park, with a total investment 

of 18 billion RMB. In the meantime, 

72 key projects are under construction 

in countries along the "Belt and Road", 

including six industrial parks in the 

Inventory of Overseas Key Projects of 

the Ministry of Commerce, such as the 

Haier Ruba Economic Zone in Pakistan, 

and the Hisense Industrial Park in South 

Africa.

This industrial park project has also 

been included in the "Internationalization 

+" Action Plan (2016-2017), which 

states that Qingdao will "learn from 

port cities in developed countries such 

Scenery of Qingdao
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as Rotterdam, Hamburg, New York and San Francisco to expand Jiaozhou’s container 

multimodal transportation capacity and eventually build Qingdao into an international 

container transportation hub."

At the end of November, Qingdao announced a yearly air monitoring results, saying that 

the city has 317 blue-sky days in the year.

It is 17 days more than the blue-sky days in the previous year, accounting for 94% of the 

total days in the year. The density of major pollutants is declining and overall air quality 

keeps improving. The water quality of rivers is turning better, and the good quality water 

area in the Jiaozhou Bay keeps expanding. The water quality at 18 water supply sources is 

guaranteed, and the water environmental quality is stable and turning for the better. 

This is the achievement of the goal set out in the Action Plan (2016-2017) to "build an 

ecological security system as per the index system for implementing the international city 

strategy, and achieve a year-on-year 5 percent reduction in particulate matter 2.5 (PM2.5) 

in the atmosphere in the urban area of Qingdao."

To enhance the overall industrial performance and transform traditional foreign trade 

to modern foreign trade, with the approval of the Ministry of Commerce, Qingdao has 

developed a "three-in-one" modern international trade index system integrating cargo, 

service and investment in accordance with the plan for building an international city. In 

the first three quarters of this year, Qingdao achieved a total international trade volume of 

US$82.26 billion. Of this total, cargo trade accounted for 69.2%, service trade 12.9% and 

overseas investment 17.9%, up 19.6%, 18.5% and 11% respectively. 

The action plan also set a goal to "create international operation rules for cross-border 

e-commerce in Qingdao port" in order to boost the development of the China (Qingdao) 

Cross-Border E-commerce Pilot Zone. After a little over a year's the development since 

the establishment of the pilot zone, Qingdao's import and export volume grew by 67.3%. 

Qingdao is now one of the five cities enjoying the nation's interim policy for retail import 

in cross-border e-commerce.

Qingdao has also made progress in financial development. Taking advantage of its status 

as the only pilot area for wealth management and financial reform in China, in accordance 

with London's practice for establishment of a global financial center, Qingdao launched 

a campaign seeking international cooperation in the wealth management field in a bid to 

speed up the construction of an international financial center as outlined in the international 

city strategy. The development of the pilot area for wealth management and financial 

reform has brought new opportunities to the development of a "key bay area" in Qingdao. 

Now, Qingdao has established cooperative relations in the wealth management field with 

18 countries and regions, including London in the UK, Luxemburg, Singapore and South 

Korea.

In order to promote the development of international tourist resorts as outlined in the 

"Internationalization +" Action Plan, Qingdao will follow in the footsteps of Miami in the 

U. S., Southampton in the U. K., Barcelona in Spain, and Rotterdam in the Netherland to 

boost the development of the cruise industry. With the development of a world-class cruise 

terminal, a scientific and rational industrial pattern is taking shape in Qingdao.

Scenery of Qingdao
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In November, Qingdao was listed as a City of Film by the UNESCO, 

achieving its goal set out in the "Internationalization +" action plan to promote 

the development of the film and TV industry and build Qingdao into a world-

class oriental city of film like France's Cannes.

In addition, many other targets in respect of international exchange under the 

"Internationalization +" action plan have been realized.

For instance, the Qingdao International Consumer Electronics Show 

(SINOCES), an event on par with the U.S. consumer electronics show in Las 

Vegas (CES), was successfully held in Qingdao, attracting nearly 200 enterprises and 110 

buyers from around the globe; the Qingdao International Beer Festival, an event on par 

with the Munich Oktoberfest in Germany, was successfully held in the main venue on the 

west coast and six branch venues across the city; the Qingdao Shopping Festival, an event 

on par with the shopping festivals in Hong Kong and Singapore, was a complete success, 

greatly boosting consumption in Qingdao; and the 2017 China-Japan-Korea Sea Food 

Competition attracted extensive attentions from the public. 

Qingdao is a coastal city, endowed by nature with abundant marine resources. The 

Aoshan Bay in the eastern part of the city has become a powerhouse of marine science and 

technologies, as well as a new growth pole for Qingdao. The Blue Silicon Valley in the area 

is home to 17 national marine research platforms. It is also the home port for a number of 

national ocean research vessels such as "Xuelong", "Xiangyanghong 09" and the deep sea 

submersible "Jiaolong". The rapid development of the Blue Silicon Valley has attracted 

worldwide attention.

Despite the enormous achievements, Qingdao is still on the way to realize its ambition of 

becoming an influential international city.

A New Journey
In the context of economic globalization, a city must seek development in a global 

perspective. In the case of Qingdao, building an international city is a great dream.

Standing at a new starting point, Qingdao is resolute to follow the course of development 

charted by the city government for the new era in accordance with the principles of the 19th 

National CPC Congress.

Mayor Meng Fanli, who is also director of the Qingdao Municipal Committee for the 

Promotion of the International City Strategy, pointed out that the international city strategy 

is the only way to build up the city's superiority in the opening-up, build a national central 

city and improve the city's quality. He stressed that there was still a lot of work yet to be 

done and continued efforts were required to enhance Qingdao’s influence and its capacity 

to gather resources, make strategic urban plans with an international vision, and realize its 

goal of becoming an international city. He called on the residents to reinforce endeavors 

and build Qingdao into a modern international city and a good place to live, work and play.

Qingdao is well on the way towards its ambitious goal of being a great international 

ocean city.

Page 10,  February 28, 2017 Page 10,  February 28, 2017
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Qingdao, a city known for its film and TV industry, has 

got a new title: Earlier this month, the UNESCO Creative 

Cities Network (UCCN) listed Qingdao as a new City of 

Film, the first of its kind in China. 

Speaking of film, people often think about Hollywood in 

the United States and Bollywood in India. The successful 

listing of Qingdao as a UCCN City of Film is not only 

a milestone in China's film history, but a new mission 

endowed to Qingdao, a city with a century-long history 

of film development, to build an "Oriental Hollywood" to 

boost China's film industry.

Qingdao, a Rising City 
of Film in the World

Qingdao Oriental Cinema

Page 10,  January 09, 2017 Page 10,  January 09, 2017
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"Oriental Hollywood", Qingdao's Dream
Qingdao is a coastal city endowed with passion and ambitions.

Qingdao, which has a film history almost as long as that of China, has 

had a lot of shining moments in the film history of China.

Early in 1898, a documentary on the daily life of Qingdao citizens 

was produced by the Germans. Shortly after the documentary was 

introduced to China in 1905, a piece of news on the showing of the 

film in Qingdao was published on a Qingdao newspaper.

The century-old building of the former marines club at No.17 

Hubei Road was recognized as the earliest and best preserved 

commercial cinema in Qingdao. Currently, it is a film museum 

called the 1907 Film Museum.

Qingdao is known as a "natural film studio" and a "museum 

of international architectures" for its red roofs, green trees, 

blue sky and azure sea. From the very beginning, Qingdao 

has been one of the best film shooting locations in China, 

where more than 200 films are shot each year.

Qingdao is also known as the cradle of film stars. 

Many celebrated artists such as Cui Wei, Wang Longji, 

Tang Guoqiang, and Huang Xiaoming, who were either 

born or grew up in Qingdao, came from this beautiful 

coastal city.

The culture of Qingdao is a combination of 

native and exotic cultures. Such unique culture 

endows the city with a cachet of openness, 

inclusiveness and pluralism, which in turn 

provides fertile soil for the growth of the film 

industry.

The fast development of Qingdao’s film 

industry could not be separated from the 

insight of a American architect Larry 

Ziebarth.

Larry Ziebarth, president of HHCP 

Design International and member of the designing 

team for the Dubai Palm Islands project, realized 

the latent value of a beautiful place called Phoenix 

Island on the west coast of Qingdao during his visit 

to China more than ten years ago. According to his 

proposal, Qingdao decided to develop it into a film and 

TV industry center. Later, the Beijing Film Academy 

Qingdao School of Creative Media was established there. 

As the only independent college of Beijing Film Academy, 

it offers a variety of academic programs such as literature, 

directing, acting, and cartoon production. 

In 2009, Qingdao became the permanent seat of the 

organizing committee for the China Film Society of Performing 

Art Awards (Golden Phoenix Awards). In the same year, Qingdao 

hosted the 10th China International Children’s Film Festival, the 

China Film Trade Fair. Following the establishment of the Beijing 

Film Academy school, the Shanghai Theater Academy set up a 

training school in Qingdao. A film and TV cultural development area 

has taken form in the Lingshan Bay area.

The construction of the majestic Oriental Cinema started in 2013. 

Four years later, the first phase of the project was completed and put into 

operation, including 15 studios and 11 set construction workshops, which 

has accommodated a number of crews such as those filming The Great Wall 

(directed by Zhang Yimou) and "Pacific Rim 2" (a product of Legendary 

Pictures).

Last year, Qingdao held a promotion for the Oriental Cinema in Hollywood, 

and signed agreements with nine movie companies such as Legendary, and Lions 

Gate for shooting 11 films in Qingdao. After the project is fully completed, it will 

have a production capacity for 100 films and TV plays per year.

Qingdao is not simply a "natural studio" and "cradle of stars", but a dreamland for 

world filmmakers.

Scenery of Qingdao
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The Circle of Global Friends 
The listing of Qingdao as a UCCN City of Film has opened a new era of 

international development for the city, and will promote international cultural 

exchanges and and help the cultural industry to go global.

Qingdao, as the ninth UCCN City of Film, has established cultural links with 

the other UCCN Cities of Film.

Bradford is one of the earliest cultural centers and one of the ten largest cities 

in England, with a long film history. It is the world's first UCNN City of Film.

Qingdao has signed a memorandum of understanding with Bradford for 

cooperation in nine projects, which have been in steady progress. Bradford 

has established a film office in Qingdao, and Qingdao has opened its film 

office in Europe. A China-Britain film festival is to be held in April 2018, and 

negotiations on films to be showcased during the festival have been put on the 

agenda. 

Film Ecosphere
Qingdao enacted a series of policies such as the "Framework Plan 

for Cultural Development and Reform in Qingdao in the 13th Five-

Year Plan Period", the "Opinions on Promoting the Development of 

the Film Industry", and the "Regulations on the Application of Film 

Industrial Development Funds in Qingdao" to support the film industry.

According to the "Opinions on Promoting the Development of the 

Film Industry", a  development fund was established to provide 1 

billion RMB per year for the development of the film industry for a 

period of five consecutive years, and to subsidize excellent film and 

TV production in the film and TV cultural development area for up to 

40% of production cost.

"We have launched a nationwide ‘Screenwriting Program’ to collect 

good screenplays and ideas. Excellent works will receive financial 

support. We also give tax rebates to film and TV companies registered 

in Qingdao," said an official with the Qingdao Bureau of Culture, 

Broadcast, TV and Press.

The supportive policies and the special development fund to 

encourage the development of the film industry and subsidize film 

production created a favorable environment for the development of the 

film industry in Qingdao. 

In the future, Qingdao will focus on ten major upstream and 

downstream areas, including post-production, copyright trade and 

development, infrastructure construction and online business. Five 

major platforms for trade, financing and talent exchange, etc will be 

established to provide guarantee for agglomerated development of the 

film industry. 

The film and TV industry is one of the ten emerging industries 

for transforming growth models and making structural adjustments. 

Qingdao will further improve the policy and service systems, build 

platforms for high-level cultural exchange and gather high-quality 

film and TV resources through development of a development model 

covering the entire industrial chain.

Scenery of Qingdao
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Besides, Qingdao has signed a memorandum of understanding with 

Bitola, Macedonia on cooperation with film cities in the Balkan Peninsula, 

and cooperation negotiations with Brazil's Santos, Australia's Sidney, 

Italy's Rome and South Korea's Pusan are under way in an effort to 

promote international exchange in film arts, education and industrial 

development, boost folk culture exchange, establish platforms for film art 

and technological innovation, and broaden the cooperation channel and 

fields.

The UNESCO criteria for assessing City of Film applicants are not 

limited to the film industry size; the cultural atmosphere is also an 

important factor to be considered.

Qingdao organizes non-commercial film shows in rural areas, schools 

and public places every year. Besides, the city organized the following 

events: China-France film show in June; Chinese language film show in 

August; Asian film and TV culture forum, the 16th China Film Society of 

Performing Art Awards (Golden Phoenix Awards) presentation ceremony, 

and the Qingdao Film Expo & 15th National Cinema Film Show in 

September; and Qingdao Folk Cultural Arts Festival in October.

It is reported that "film heritage in the form of archives and museums" 

is one of the criteria for a City of Film. In recent years, Qingdao has 

established a number of film museums, such as the Hudielow Film 

Museum, and the 1907 Film Museum at the site of the former marines 

club, both of which have been put into operation. There is another film 

museum - Qingdao Film Museum, which focuses on both films and filming 

technologies, in the Lingshan Bay film development area on the west coast 

of Qingdao. These museums together provide a new platform to showcase 

the brilliant past and development prospects of Qingdao's film industry.

Qingdao is progressing toward its goal of an "Oriental Hollywood".

Scenery of Qingdao
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Starting from the robust East-Asian economic circle and ending at the 

developed European economic circle, the Belt and Road Initiative covers 

three continents: Asia, Europe and Africa. A Qingdao delegation led by Mayor 

Meng Fanli visited Japan, Great Britain and Germany from November 16 to 

24. The delegation met with local officials and business representatives, held 

three forums, and signed strategic cooperation agreements and letters of intent. 

The visit was a solid move to implement the Belt and Road Initiative at local 

levels.

Three Fruitful Forums 
On November 17, the China-Japan (Qingdao) Forum for Local Economic 

and Trade Cooperation was held in Tokyo, Japan. 

Nearly 300 people attended the forum, including Song Yaoming, Envoy 

of the Chinese Embassy in Japan, Tadashi Izawa, President of the Japan-

China Economic Association (JCEA), the chief representative of Shandong 

Provincial Economic and Trade Office in Japan, and representatives of 

Japanese enterprises and business associations such as AEON, Mizuho Bank, 

JETRO, Mitsubishi, Sumitomo, Itochu, Nisshin Seifun, JAIC, Deloitte (Japan), 

and representatives of Japanese cities such as Sapporo, Kawasaki, Kyoto, 

Shimonoseki and Yokohama. 

The forum began with a video presentation entitled "Silk Road and 

Qingdao", showing new opportunities for local economic and trade 

cooperation and mutual development in Qingdao, a key pivot and link in the 

Belt and Road Initiative.

Song Yaoming said in his speech, "China-Japan economic and trade 

cooperation is an important part of economic globalization. The China-Japan 

bilateral ties are improving, and Qingdao has signed economic partnerships 

with Sapporo and Kawasaki, under which multi-level cooperation is underway 

in various fields. This forum will boost local economic and trade cooperation 

Qingdao Expands Silk Road 
Cooperation in Eurasia

Page 10,  January 30, 2017 Page 10,  January 30, 2017
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between the two sides."

Tadashi Izawa said that the forum marked a thaw in Japan-China relations and would 

surely boost exchanges between Qingdao and Japan, and bring more development 

momentum and opportunities.

The forum attracted the attention of Sapporo, Qingdao's partner city. Sapporo mayor 

Katsuhiro Akimoto sent a congratulatory message and sent delegates to the meeting. He 

hoped to see more and better economic cooperation between the two sides.

The forum was so enthusiastically attended because Japan is Qingdao's third largest 

investor and trade partner, and Qingdao-Japan cooperation has a solid industrial foundation 

and long tradition.

Meng Fanli said in his speech that Qingdao had established sister-city relationships, 

cooperative relationships or economic partnerships with Shimonoseki, Fukuoka, 

Kitakyushu, Kyoto, Kawasaki and Sapporo, with increasing trade and economic and 

cultural exchanges and cooperation in every field. 

So far, Japan has totally invested in 2063 projects in Qingdao with total paid-in capital 

of almost US$6 billion, while Qingdao has totally invested in 86 projects in Japan, at a 

fast growth rate in recent years. Bilateral trade hit US$6.8 billion in 2016. Hot business 

activities arouse the enthusiasm for cooperation. That is why so many participants – far 

more than expected – attended the forum. Many representatives of Japanese companies 

exchanged ideas with the Qingdao delegates even after the forum was concluded.

At the signing ceremony following the forum, a memorandum of understanding was 

signed between Qingdao and JCEA for local economic and trade cooperation; and eight 

investment projects were signed by Qingdao's Shinan District Government, West Coast 

International Economic Cooperation Zone, Huatong Group, Guoxin Group, and Overseas 

Investment Service Center with their Japanese counterparts – JAIC, IUK, SEGA, and 

NUOYIDA Robot, respectively.

Cheng Yonghua, Chinese Ambassador to Japan, said during meeting with the Qingdao 

delegation that their visit came at an opportune time that marks the 45th anniversary of 

the normalization of China-Japan relations, and the forum provided a good platform for 

cooperation between enterprises in Qingdao and Japan. It is reported that the forum was the 

largest of its kind held by Chinese cities in Japan in recent years. 

Three days later, Qingdao, as one of the first pilot cities determined by the Ministry of 

Commerce for China-Britain local cooperation, held a similar forum in London. Again, it 

was a great success.

Jin Xu, Commercial Envoy of the 

Chinese Embassy in the UK, and Sir 

Tom Troubridge, deputy chairman of the 

Britain-China Business Council, attended 

the forum and delivered speeches. More 

than 150 people, including deputy mayor 

of Liverpool Gary Miller, a deputy 

director for China of the Department of 

International Trade (DIT), government 

officials from Liverpool's investment and 

trade department and the British Embassy 

to China, and business representatives 

from China-UK Business Association, 

Deloitte, PriceWaterhouseCoopers, 

Garden of Eden, International Hospital 

Group (ING),  Congenica,  Edward 

Te c h n o l o g i e s ,  Wy c o m b e  A b b e y 

International School, U.K Funfair, and 

Hexagon attended the forum.

Meng Fanli said in his speech that 

Qingdao is following the roadmap drawn 

by the just-ended 19th CPC National 

Congress in urban development. He 

hoped to broaden exchanges with British 

companies, universities and consultant 

agencies, promote all-round cooperation, 

help more Qingdao companies to invest 

in Britain and boost local economic and 

trade cooperation between Qingdao and 

its British counterparts.

His proposal was positively responded. 

Sir Tom Troubridge said: "Qingdao is a 
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beautiful coastal city and an important economic and trade partner of the U K. We already 

have some successful cooperative projects in the fields of economy, trade, medicine, 

education and innovation. I believe that the launch of direct flight between Qingdao and 

London will facilitate exchanges between our two sides and create more cooperative 

opportunities.

During the forum, a letter of intent for the establishment of a big data center in 

Qingdao for local economic and trade cooperation cities between China and Britain, 

and a memorandum of understanding for China-Britain cooperation in 

an innovation industrial park were signed respectively between Qingdao 

Bureau of Commerce and the Data Institute of Imperial College London, and 

Zhejiang University Population Big Data and Policy Simulation Workshop, 

and between Qingdao China-Britain Innovation Industrial Development Co., 

Ltd and Britain-China Business Council. A memorandum of understanding 

for further cooperation was signed between Qingdao International Economic 

Cooperation Zone and Liverpool; and seven projects with a total investment 

of US$3.14 billion were signed by Qingdao Hi-Tech Area, Jiaozhou ETDZ, 

Qingdao Jinmao Real Estate, Elite Cruise (Qingdao) with the Innovation 

Center of Cambridge University, International Innovation and Transformation 

Institute of Shandong University, Atlas Copco, Geely Group, British BE 

Education, UK Funfair Headquarters, and SMC Design, respectively.

In Munich, Germany, the Qingdao delegation held a symposium on 

investment policies under the theme of "Shifting Economic Drivers/

Promoting International Capacity Cooperation". Mao Jingqiu, Chinese 

Consul-General in Munich, and some 120 guests attended the meeting, 

including government officials such as the chairperson of the Bavarian 

Economic Council and former Bavarian Minister of Economic Affairs, 

deputy mayor of Regensburg, the representative of the mayor of Munich, 

the representative of GIC and Bavarian Economic Ministry, the economic 

director of Oldenburg, as well as representatives of German companies 

and institutions such as Airbus, Siemens, Allianz, Evonik, Bosch, Deloitte, 

KPMG, and local chambers of commerce and business associations.

During the meeting, a letter of intent for cooperation in modern industry 

investment consultation was signed between Qingdao Bureau of Commerce 

and Deloitte (China), and cooperative projects for smart manufacturing 

and research and development of automatic driving, AI and 3D printing 

technologies, as well as consultation, international exhibition and education 

were signed by Qingdao Sino-German Ecopark, Sino-German Joint Group 

and 3D Focus with Siemens, SICK, Messe München, GONOW, Schleicher 

Electronic, CellCore, Rhein-Koster, and 3D Printing Network Alliance, 

respectively.
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Extensive visits for mutual understanding and cooperation 
The London Financial Center is home to hundreds of world-famous banks and stock 

exchanges, and branches of over 70% of Fortune 500 companies. 

Meng Fanli said during a meeting with Charles Bowman, the Mayor of London, that 

Qingdao as the only pilot city in China for wealth management and financial reform, is 

stepping up reform and innovation to boost agglomerated development in the financial 

sector and built Qingdao into an international wealth management center. London, as 

a global financial center, has rich experiences in environment preservation, market 

liberalization and talent training. He hoped to see London play an active role in Qingdao's 

wealth management and financial reform.

Charles Bowman said that he was greatly impressed by the China Wealth Forum in 

Qingdao, and pledged to promote further cooperation between London and Qingdao in the 

financial sector. 

Later, Meng Fanli and his delegation met with Rajesh Agrawal, deputy mayor of 

London. Meng said that London is a world leader in new technologies, new industries, new 

businesses as well as in infrastructure and intelligent management, with rich experiences, 

and there was great potential for cooperation in economy, trade and finance between 

Qingdao and London. He finally expected to see more exchanges and cooperation in more 

fields and at a higher level. Rajesh Agrawal said that the launch of direct flight between 

Qingdao and London would facilitate travel between the two cities and bring the two cities 

closer. He hoped to take the opportunity brought by the direct flight to intensify bilateral 

cooperation in finance, economy, trade, culture and education. 

During their visit to London, the Qingdao delegation visited DC-HD, which had been 

acquired by a Qingdao company, as well as Congenica, Babcock Helicopter Base Project, 

and met with former Minister for Universities and Science David Willetts, and held talks 

with the leaders of the Britain-China Business Council, Chartered Institute for Securities & 

Investment, Cambridge Business School, Deloitte and other companies. 

Trade is a two-way highway through which both cargoes and investments flow. Japan 

is one of the earliest economic and trade partners of Qingdao, with a large number of 

investment projects in Qingdao. The first JV and foreign-invested bank in Qingdao were 

established by Japanese investors; Qingdao's first international air route was to Japan, and 

its first friendship city was in Japan. The visits by the Qingdao delegation were fruitful.

During their visit to Japan, the Qingdao delegation visited Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Bank, 

the headquarters of IHI Corporation, and Nomura Securities in an effort to promote the 

construction of the Qingdao Pilot Area for Comprehensive Financial Reform. Besides, they 

also visited Toray Industries, Chia Tai Group Japan, Daiwa Securities, Itochu Corporation, 

Japan Asia Investment Corporation, and Hisense Japan.

During their 3-day visit to Germany, the Qingdao delegation visited Regensburg, Berlin, 

Nuremburg and Munich.

In Regensburg, the delegation met with the acting mayor and signed an agreement for 

further friendly cooperation and an agreement for setting up a Regensburg representative 

office in the Sino-German Ecopark in Qingdao. The delegation also visited the city's 

cultural innovation center and technological park. In Berlin, the delegation met with the 
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Chinese ambassador to Germany Shi Mingde on stepping up exchanges and cooperation 

between Qingdao and Germany in key areas and key industries. Later, they visited Siemens 

Gas Turbine Factory, German Health Research Institute, Bosch Group, etc. In Nuremburg, 

the delegation visited Tucher Group, where Jimo District signed a cooperation agreement 

with Tucher Group for the development of a China-EU Future City project.

Establishing a mechanism to consolidate cooperation achievements
In Fujisawa, a city 50 km from Tokyo Station, lies a sustainable smart town (SST), 

which was developed on the site of a former Panasonic factory for black-and-white TV sets 

and refrigerators in 2014 by Panasonic in collaboration with the Fujisawa city government.

This future smart town covers an area of 19 hectares and uses exclusively clean energy, 

where green travel is advocated and information is transmitted in a smart way, and over 

30% of energy is recyclable. Currently, there are more than 400 households in the SST, and 

it is expected to accommodate 1000 households after the project is fully completed. 

The Qingdao delegation paid a visit to the SST with the aim of learning from the 

experiences of Japanese enterprises in the development of sustainable smart towns and 

seeking cooperation in energy conservation and environmental protection for win-win 

development. The delegation also visited Japan's smart car-parking facilities and the 

Yamate Tunnel in Kyoto in order to find solutions to city traffic and car-parking problems.

It is worth mentioning that the advanced technologies and practices learned by the 

delegation were included in the 2018-2019 Action Plan for International City Strategy of 

Qingdao for case study. The 100-point Action Plan includes advanced practices from 

all over the world and is issued every two years.

A sound working mechanism will help Qingdao to make constant improvements 

and progress on the way to building an international city. 

The further opening-up of Qingdao also requires a sound mechanism under which 

practical ways that fit for an open economic system may be found.

Qingdao has established an overseas business center in Munich, Germany. It serves 

as a bridge for communication and cooperation between Qingdao and Germany. 

Qingdao has set up seven such business centers worldwide. 

“As a core economic city in Shandong Province, Qingdao has set an example of 

cooperation with Germany in various fields," said the the chairperson of the Bavarian 

Economic Council and former Bavarian Minister of Economic Affairs. "The Sino-

German Ecopark is the first demonstration project developed by the governments of 

the two countries for sustainable development, with the focus on both industrial and 

ecological development. It is a model project for the transformation and upgrading of 

industrial parks in China," he continued, adding that Qingdao is a dynamic economic 

city with forward-thinking and good prospects for technological development. He 

hoped that the two sides would deepen cooperation in various fields and embrace a 

bright future together.

To establish partnership with foreign cities is an innovative move of Qingdao. 

This move has led to the establishment of a daily liaison mechanism. On November 

23, Qingdao Bureau of Commerce signed memorandums of outstanding on the 

establishment of partnerships with Munich and Oldenburg, bringing the total number 

of Qingdao's international partner cities to 74.

At present, a daily liaison mechanism has been established covering all the 74 

partner cities (provinces, states or trade organizations), including a biennial roundtable 

conference. 

The nine-day visit pushed local economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao 

and Eurasian countries along the Belt and Road to a new height. 

The Silk Road starting from the Eurasian Continent has become a road for 

international trade and cultural exchanges after centuries of development and 

evolution. Now it offers a new opportunity for local economic and trade cooperation 

worldwide.
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The Qingdao-Portuguese Speaking Countries Production Capacity Cooperation 

Conference jointly sponsored by Qingdao and the Standing Secretariat of the China-

Portuguese Speaking Countries Cooperation Forum (Macao) ("CPCCF") on was held 

December 7, 2017.

Delegates from Mozambique, East Timor, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Portugal and Sao 

Tome and Principe, as well as representatives of Qingdao enterprises attended the meeting.

Portuguese-speaking countries boast rich natural resources and a potential market of over 

200 million consumers, offering a huge cooperation opportunity for Qingdao. According to 

statistics from the Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, the trade volume between Qingdao and 

Portuguese-Speaking countries in 2016 hit US$ 2.75 billion, and the trade volume in the 

first half of this year reached US$2.11 billion, up 70.1% y-o-y. By the end of June this year, 

Portuguese-speaking countries invested in an aggregated 17 projects, with total capital of 

US$81.1 million, and Qingdao ratified 15 projects in Portuguese-speaking countries, with 

total capital of US$ 64.78 million. 

The commercial counselor at the Portuguese Consulate-General in Hong Kong and 

Macau said that Qingdao and Portugal are mutually complementary, with close exchanges 

and solid cooperative foundations. In 2010, Qingdao and Lisbon became sister cities, and 

in 2012, Qingdao and AICEP, Portugal's foreign trade and investment agency, signed a two-

way economic and trade cooperation agreement. 

During the meeting, the Portuguese commercial counselor briefed on Portugal's favorable 

geological location and tax policies, and invited Qingdao enterprises to invest in Portugal. 

Delegates from Mozambique, East Timor, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, and Sao Tome and 

Principe introduced their favorable conditions, and hoped to strengthen bilateral economic 

and trade cooperation with Qingdao in various fields.

Representatives from Huatong Group and Hiking Group proposed cooperation projects 

for Portuguese-speaking countries. Huatong expressed its cooperation intention with 

Portuguese-speaking countries in key projects and sectors such as film, new energy and 

Qingdao-Portuguese Speaking 
Countries Production Capacity 

Cooperation Conference 
Successfully Held

Written by Zhao Wei
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technology; Hiking Group focused on import/export trade with Portuguese-speaking 

countries such as Cape Verde, and hoped to expand cooperation with enterprises in 

Portuguese-speaking countries and regions.

The undersecretary-general of the Secretariat of the CPCCF noted that Qingdao is a key 

city in the new Eurasian economic belt, as well as a pivotal city for marine cooperation 

in the Belt and Road Initiative, and the industrial park for Eurasian trade and economic 

cooperation initiated by Qingdao is a pioneering project for local economic and trade 

cooperation under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative. 

He said that the Secretariat of the CPCCF and Qingdao jointly launched a series of 

activities for bilateral economic and trade cooperation, which were positively responded. 

He believed that the capacity cooperation between Qingdao and Portuguese-speaking 

countries would be fruitful. 

The economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao and Portuguese-speaking 

countries and Macau has been expanding. 

In recent years, Qingdao sent a number of economic and trade delegations led by senior 

officials to visit Brazil, Portugal, Mozambique, Cape Verde, and Macau in a bid to promote 

cooperation with Portuguese-speaking countries. During their visits, Qingdao signed 

memorandums of understanding for the establishment of economic and trade partnerships 

with the Secretariat of the CPCCF, the State of Sao Paulo of Brazil, and the trade and 

investment promotion department of Cape Verde. In August this year, a Qingdao delegation 

led by Mayor Meng Fanli visited Macau and signed a memorandum of understanding on 

international capacity cooperation in industrial parks for Eurasian trade and economic 

cooperation along the Belt and Road, with a view to expanding international capacity 

cooperation with Portuguese-speaking countries and Macau, and paving the way for further 

economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao and Portuguese-Speaking countries and 

Macau.

The participants vowed to take advantage of the CPCCF platform to expand exchanges 

and cooperation between Qingdao and Portuguese-speaking countries, and help Qingdao 

enterprises to invest and develop markets in Portuguese-speaking countries. Qingdao 

pledged to give play to its advantages in port and as a pilot area for cross-border e-commerce 

to increase imports from Portuguese-speaking countries.
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An expert consultation committee consisting of 39 experts from 

home and abroad met in Qingdao on November 11, 2017 to offer 

advice on building Qingdao into an international city in accordance 

with the national strategy adopted at the 19th CPC National Congress 

to build a new pattern of all-round opening-up.

The expert consultation committee ("Committee") is the highest-

level think tank in Qingdao in recent years. The experts took part in 

city development planning and appraisal of proposed projects, and 

provide opinions and advice on the formulation of local policies, 

regulations and measures. 

A High-level International Think Tank
Undoubtedly, it is an enormous project to internationalize a city in 

an all-round way as it requires collective wisdom and efforts.

The Committee members include Li Zhaoxing, president of the 

China Public Diplomacy Association, Long Yongtu, member of 

the Council of Advisors of the Boao Forum for Asia, as well as 

senior diplomats, well-known scholars and experts, and executives 

of international companies from Germany, Japan, South Korea, 

Singapore, Thailand and China. All members are specialists in 

finance, trade, foreign affairs, urban planning, tourism, environmental 

protection, international conference and exhibition, transportation, 

oceanography, and law, including 12 foreign experts from the U.S., 

Japan, Germany, Great Britain, Singapore, South Korea and Thailand. 

"One of the purposes of the Committee is to gather ideas from 

different perspectives, especially from the ‘outsiders’, so that we can 

have a better plan for the construction of an international city," said 
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an officer at the Center for International City Strategy of Qingdao. 

A meeting was held on the day the committee was established, and many experts offered 

advice on Qingdao's socioeconomic, cultural and ecological development during the 

meeting.

Li Zhaoxing, chief advisor of the Committee, suggested that Qingdao should focus on 

three aspects: innovative development, green development and coordinated development. 

He said that more importance should be attached to innovation to further tap the potential 

and stimulate development vitality.

Liao Junsheng, president of Conference & Exhibition Management Services Pte Ltd, said 

that Qingdao enjoys a solid foundation and rich resources for building an international city. 

He suggested that Qingdao should take advantage of its location, industry, international 

port and national marine platform to enhance its appeal.

The marine industry is indeed a superb advantage for Qingdao. The "Blue Silicon Valley" 

at the Aoshan Bay, which was included in the 13th Five-year National Plan, has attracted 

17 national research institutions, such as the National Laboratory for Marine Science and 

Technology, the National Deep Sea Base, and the National Marine Equipment Quality 

Inspection Center. Statistics show that Qingdao achieved a gross ocean production of RMB 

251.5 billion in 2016, up 15.7% y-o-y.

Norbert Egger, former First Vice Mayor of Mannheim, Germany, was also impressed 

by Qingdao's booming marine industry. "Oceanography will play a unique role in the 

medical sector, and bring opportunities to the Port of Qingdao," he said. Egger advocated 

the establishment of partnership between Mannheim and Qingdao during his term of office 

as mayor of Mannheim. He suggested to gather the wisdom of leading companies such as 

Haier, Hisense and Tsingtao Brewery to create new momentum for innovation.

Mamoru Fukunaga, chief-consul at the Consulate General of Japan in Qingdao and 

member of the Committee, spoke highly of Qingdao, the UNESCO City of Film, in his 

speech at the meeting. He believed that the title would become a new name card of Qingdao 

and would boost Qingdao’s international influence. 

The Potential of an International City
An international city must be a global player in economic cooperation and competition. 

Robust foreign trade is an effective proof of progress in the construction of an 

international city.

Statistics show that in the first three quarters, Qingdao’s cargo import and export grew by 

19.6% y-o-y, representing 28.5% of Shandong's total, higher than the national level, with 

service trade growing by 18.5%. Qingdao achieved rapid growth in the context of weak 

global economic recovery, sluggish external demands and ever-increasing uncertainties. 

Qingdao's internationalization achievement was recognized by more than a hundred 

Fortune 500 companies with their actions. So far, 126 Fortune 500 companies such as 

Ericsson, Nestle, HSBC, Shell, Maersk, and PWC have invested in 248 projects in Qingdao. 

"In building an international city, Qingdao should attach importance to infrastructure 

construction while focusing on foreign trade", said Wang Jicheng, a research fellow with 

the Development and Research Center of the State Council, at the meeting. 

Qingdao has been in the forefront in infrastructure construction. 

The Port of Qingdao is the seventh largest port in the world as well as an important 

international shipping hub on the west coast of the Pacific Ocean. A few days ago, the 

most advanced fully automatic container terminal in Asia was put into operation, adding to 

Qingdao's internationalization momentum.

In addition, Qingdao has 127 domestic air routes and 19 international routes, and its new 

international airport in Jiaodong, which will be a modern ecological and smart airport, is 

under construction. The multimodal transport customs supervision center at the coast of 
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Jiaozhou Bay is the only one in the coastal area of China. Qingdao enjoys a convenient 

international logistics network covering Russia and Mongolia in the north, ASEAN in the 

south, Japan and South Korea in the east and Europe in the west, with international trains 

running between China (Qingdao) and Europe, China and Central Asia, and China and 

Mongolia.

If infrastructure is called "hard strength" necessary for an international city, then its 

appeal to international talents will be, to a large extent, its "soft strength".

Qingdao has been listed as one of the "most attractive cities for foreign talents" for 

six consecutive years. It is a list of cities selected by foreigners organized by the State 

Administration of Foreign Experts Affairs, including Nobel laureates, government 

"Friendship Award" winners and foreign experts in the "Thousand Talents Program". 

Financial internationalization is another important symbol of an international city. 

Qingdao, as China's only pilot area for wealth management and financial reform, is 

inviting investment from across the world in wealth management sector, and in the future, 

Qingdao will further open up in an all-round way to intensify cultural exchange, promote 

international cooperation in cultural creation, manufacturing, brokerage, marketing, 

education and technology, and encourage the introduction of quality medical resources 

from home and abroad.

The Ever-rising Level of Qingdao as an International City
Qingdao is a coastal city endowed by nature with an open and inclusive character.

The determination to build Qingdao into an international city is rooted in its inherent 

open nature.

However, the construction of an international city must be achieved through many 

specific projects under the framework action plan of the city.

In recent years, an overall international city strategy promotion mechanism has been 

established in Qingdao. The international city strategy will be implemented in parallel with 

Qingdao's "13th Five-year Plan" and general urban plan. 

Shortly afterwards, Qingdao released the International City Strategic Index System, 

which includes five Grade I indexes i.e. international competitiveness, international 

influence, international growth capacity, international appeal, and international support 

capacity, and 35 Grade II indexes, with a case study of reference cities.
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A grand strategy needs the support of precise tactics. 

Qingdao has released an "Internationalization+" Action Plan for 2016-2017, 

including 100 specific projects. At the same time, a guidebook for implementing the 

"Internationalization+" Action Plan was issued to ensure successful implementation of the 

Action Plan.

The use of capital may, to a large extent, affect the progress of construction of 

international city. To solve this issue, the Organizing Scheme for the Qingdao International 

City Foundation was released.

Besides, an international city strategy promotion committee was established in Qingdao, 

consisting of 8 special task forces and 30 professional teams, known as "8+30" work 

mechanism. 

From the breakdown of the Index System to the release of the Action Plan, from the 

establishment of the special task forces to the organization of the Expert Consultation 

Committee, Qingdao has made solid steps towards an international city. With the 

endeavors to promote the international city strategy, Qingdao has made the following new 

achievements:

According to the 2016 Inventory of World Cities released by the world-renowned city-

rating institution GAWC in June, Qingdao is rated as a "Gamma+" world city from a 

"Sufficiency-level World City" in the last issue.

On October 30, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (the Institute of Finance and 

Trade Economics) and the United Nations Human Settlements Program jointly issued a list 

of cities in terms of global competitiveness, in which Qingdao was rated as Grade C+ with 

0.6462 points for economic competitiveness, ranking 85th in the world, and 15th in China. 

According to an appraisal report on the implementation of Qingdao's international 

city strategy (2016/2017) recently released by Pricewaterhousecoopers (PwC), Qingdao 

has made significant progresses in international city construction in global-oriented 

development, international status by the "Standardization+" strategy, introduction of 

international talents, gathering of international resources, and high-level infrastructure 

construction. 

During a recent conference on the development of open economy held in Shandong, a 

leader from the Shandong provincial government lauded the progress made in Qingdao 

towards an international city, saying that Qingdao is a provincial leader in the construction 

of an internationalized environment. He called other cities to learn from Qingdao's practice 

in city and community development to introduce international planning, construction, 

management and service concepts, build high-level international schools and hospitals, 

expand the scope of high-level services, and create an internationalized living environment 

for foreign talents and international enterprises.

Building a modern international city is a perpetual task. With the help of a high-level 

think tank, Qingdao is now on a fast track to achieving its nationalization goal.
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The development of international cities is possible when the world 

economy grows to a certain level. The international city system plays 

a strategic role in the world. International cities become international 

economic, political, cultural and technological centers in the process 

of globalization. Construction of international cities has become a 

new trend of development since the 20th century. Qingdao is one of 

the earliest cities in China that have initiated an "international city 

strategy", enjoying superior natural and geographical conditions and 

urban resources. Qingdao is an important coastal city in China, with 

solid economic and industrial foundations, rich and diverse cultural 

heritage, and a superb environment for marine development. It has made 

significant progress toward the goal of an international city. 

Qingdao has broken down its strategic objectives for international 

city into 100 operable "action plans" by formulating a series of 

detailed "index systems". Since the reform and opening-up, Qingdao’s 

international profile has been greatly improved. Now, it is known 

internationally for its famous brands, good sailing facilities, and rich 

marine and tourism resources. Recently, it has been recognized by the 

UNESCO as a City of Film. All of these in turn give the city an inclusive 

global vision.

In recent years, I often came to Qingdao for international conferences. 

I witnessed the rapid development of the city's economy and modern 

urban system, as well as the planning for the development of the "three 

bays and three areas". I am convinced that Qingdao is making fast 

strides toward an international city. 

Qingdao is not only a city of Shandong and China, but a city of Asia 

and the world. Qingdao enjoys favorable natural, geographical and 

social conditions. I hope Qingdao make further achievements and faster 

progress toward an international city.

(The author is the Co-Chair of the Global CEO Development Conference)

W
ritten by  Long Yongtu

Further O
pening-up for 

an International C
ity
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Qingdao 
Takes Multiple Measures 
to Facilitate Trade

A millennium ago, Qingdao was an important gateway 

for foreign trade and one of the starting points of the 

ancient Maritime Silk Road in China.

Now,  Qingdao i s  an  impor tant  por t  c i ty  for 

international trade in the Yellow River drainage area and 

the west coast of the Pacific Ocean, with two Class-I 

seaports – Qingdao and Dongjiakou, and a national 

Class-I airport.

The customs, commodity inspection and quarantine, 

and commercial authorities at the ports of Qingdao are 

working together to facilitate trade.

Trade-facilitating measures adopted by the Qingdao 

port authorities in recent years include "integrated 

customs clearance service" for the Silk Road economic 

zone, "integrated commodity inspection and quarantine", 

"integrated inspection and customs clearance service", 

establishment of FTA export demonstration zones and a 

trade facilitation joint meeting mechanism.

Exporters Benefiting from Simplified Issuance of 

Certificates of Origin (COs)
Liu, manager of a production enterprise in Chengyang 

District, was pleased with the simplified CO-issuing 

procedure after he got a new CO. "The whole process is 

guided and free of charge," he said. He was very thankful 

for the services he received. 

Liu runs a small towel and fabrics factory, with most 

Qingdao Port
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of the products exported to South Korea. He has got a total of 29 COs from 

Qingdao's port authorities, which have saved him US$ 30,000 in customs duties.

Liu is only one of the small and micro business owners that have benefited 

from the FTA policies. 

Statistics show that from January to July this year, Qingdao's port authorities 

issued COs for 343,000 batches of exported goods with a total price of 

US$15.28 million, saving approximately US$700 million in customs duties for 

exporters.

As of now, China has signed FTAs with 23 countries and regions. 

COs, as the identity or passport of exported goods, have become more 

and more important in international trade. Known as "paper gold", COs are 

important proofs for tax relief from FTA countries.

Businesses like Liu's benefit greatly from the FTA strategy implemented at 

the ports of Qingdao under the city's mechanism for promotion of trade and 

economic cooperation at local levels.

The mechanism for promotion of trade and economic cooperation at local 

levels was established last year. It is the first of its kind in China, involving 

policy training, performance appraisal, negotiation data analysis, good practice 

promotion and innovation, and exchange and cooperation. It is designed to 

promote the country's FTA strategy.

At present, a number of facilitation projects are underway in Qingdao, such 

as those to promote FTA policies in enterprises, establish county-level CO-

issuing offices, and open "special customs clearance windows" for goods under 

FTA.

Imported beef can reach Qingdao consumers in just three days.

A large variety of beef products, mostly imported from Australia, the U.S. 

and New Zealand, as well as domestic products from western Shandong, are on 

sale in the wholesale market on Fushun Road in Qingdao.

"Most of the beef products on sale here are imported from Australia and New 

Zealand," said a vendor named Sun in the market. "The imported beef products 

are fresh, and the prices are just the same as domestic products, so they sell very 

well."

It takes only three days for the beef products made from freshly slaughtered 

cattle on the ranches of Argentina, Australia or New Zealand to reach the 

consumers in Qingdao.

According to statistics from the Shandong Administration of Entry-Exit 

Inspection and Quarantine (SAIQ), beef imports via the ports of Qingdao 

grew rapidly in recent years, from 1712 tons in 2012 to 27774 tons in 2017, 

increasing by 1522%, and most of them came from Australia, New Zealand, 

Uruguay and Brazil.

This increase in beef imports is attributable to the trade facilitation measures 

of the city.

In the first half of this year, the duration of customs inspection for imported 

meat products via Qingdao ports was reduced to 4 days, and that for imported 

fruits was reduced to 1-2 days. The inspection of frozen aquatic products could 

be done on the same day when documents were submitted.

In order to quicken the customs clearance of meat products, SAIQ introduced 

an integrated on-the-spot service model for meat inspection and quarantine. Jiao 

Hongqiang, Vice Director of the Food Department of SAIQ, said that SAIQ 

has set up integrated inspection agencies at designated ports for inspection of 

imported meat products, and the staff there are equipped with necessary mobile 

Qingdao customs provides "one-stop" clearance services   Photo by: Zhang Jingang
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terminals and cameras for easier operations on the spot.

At present, SAIQ has an inspection capability for 80 containers of frozen 

meat products per day, which is more than twice the past year's number. 

Accordingly, the inspection time is reduced, thus saving transportation costs up 

to 200 RMB per truck/month, or 500 RMB per container, greatly improving the 

operating efficiency of cold store and logistics companies.

A Popular Mobile APP
"Time and cost are critical to foreign trade logistics companies like ours," 

said Yan Xiaoxue, manager of the Inspection Service Department of Qingdao 

Chengye Logistics Ltd, sitting in his office with a mobile phone in his hand. 

Yan has been using his mobile phone to handle business since he installed a 

commodity inspection APP on his mobile phone two months ago. "With this 

APP, I needn't go and queue up in the inspection hall. It's really helpful!" he 

added.

The APP is a mobile management system developed by SAIQ for enterprises 

to submit  documents and data for online inspection of foreign trade goods, as 

well as to make inquiries online about commodity inspection issues.

"We have worked hard to explore new ways of operation by promoting 

paperless operation and customs clearance facilitation so as to give enterprises 

a sense of gain," said Shang Jinglan, director of the Customs Clearance 

Department of SAIQ. "The commodity inspection APP can not only save 

money and time for enterprises; it is also a bridge between the inspection 

agency and enterprises."

The mobile commodity inspection APP is the first of its kind in China. It was 

put into operation on August 14, 2017.

The APP has a wide range of functions, such as profiles of operating officers, 

including their duties and contact information, direct dialing, navigation, 

uploading of digital documents and data, submission of request for printing of 

clearance notes, and express delivery of inspection and quarantine certificates. 

With the APP, the inspection process for each shipment will be shortened by 

half a working day, and one or two workers one the side of enterprises will be 

saved from working on the site.

It is now common for the commodity inspection and quarantine authorities at 

the ports of Qingdao to provide services through the internet. 

The APP integrates a range of services that are traditionally available at 

service halls, ushering in an era of mobile inspection and quarantine services.

Five Thank-you Letters from Enterprises
On January 26, 2017, the last day on the Chinese lunar calendar, or the day 

before the Chinese New Year Eve, a vessel loaded with 4300 tons of ethylene 

arrived at Dongjiakou port.

The goods is an important material needed by Qingdao Haijing Chemical 

Co., Ltd. Normally, customs inspection would be postponed until after the New 

Year holiday. "That would incur large sums of demurrage and other charges," 

said an officer of the company. 

Upon notification, inspection and quarantine officials from SAIQ 

immediately went on board the vessel to perform on-the-spot investigation, 
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collecting samples and conducting lab tests and analysis. The cargo was 

cleared on the same day.

Later, Qingdao Haijing Chemical Co., Ltd sent a thank-you letter to the 

office of SAIQ to express their gratitude.

A few days earlier, the same office received another thank-you letter from 

Sinochem Hongrun Petrochemical Company. 

"We are deeply moved by the inspection and quarantine officers who are 

always dedicated and thoughtful. They are always available, day or night, 

workday or not, to get aboard the vessel to undertake inspection so as to 

shorten the inspection process and reduce our costs," the letter states.

This year, SAIQ has received five such letters, with the other three from 

Sinopec, Port of Qingdao, and Unipec.

Behind these letters are the real acts of Qingdao's port authorities to 

facilitate trade.

Qingdao ports will continue to deepen customs system reform, take 

measures to facilitate trade, and shorten the customs clearance process for 

important resource commodities. 

Since October last year, SAIQ has issued a number of documents to 

promote integrated faster clearance, such as the "Circular on Further 

Promoting Integrated Faster Clearance", and "Circular on the Issuance of the 

Guidelines for Six Key Tasks".

Immediate Results

From January to July this year, the crude oil imports via the Huangdao 

port reached 35.78 million tons, accounting for 1/6 of China's total, and iron 

ore imports hit 50.648 million tons, representing 1/10 of the nation's total. In 

average, the inspection of bulk minerals took 13.38 days, falling 18% y-o-y, 

representing 56.7% of the national average.

Scenery of Qingdao
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Global Cross-Border 
E-Commerce in Qingdao

Thanks to Qingjian Group's “Qingjian+” cross-border e-commerce platform, 

Aucma has made a successful entry into the refrigerator market in Ghana, Liberia, 

Cote d'Ivoire and other African countries. Qingjian Group is only one of the 

cross-border e-commerce operators in Qingdao that help local companies to “go 

global”. Recently, a symposium organized by Qingdao Cross-Border e-commerce 

Pilot Area for the development of overseas markets was held in Qingdao, 

attracting more than 300 cross-border e-commerce and foreign trade companies 

from throughout the city.

Data from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce show that from January to September 

this year, Qingdao's cross-border e-commerce turnover hit 15.8 billion RMB, and 

the annual turnover is expected to exceed 20 billion RMB.

This achievement is attributable to the continuous innovation of the operating 

model of cross-border e-commerce platforms in Qingdao.

Haier's Tradso.com is a creative import/export trade platform based on "Internet 

+" and big data technologies for "integrated, open, transparent and flattened" 

operation. In the first five months this year, the export volume via the platform 

has exceeded US$100 million, involving more than 4000 trade companies, 

including over 300 domestic suppliers from 11 sectors in more than ten provinces 

(municipalities), and 1300 overseas buyers.

The TXTD cross-border e-commerce platform has become a high-level 

business platform focused on exports from China to Africa. Currently, its sales 

network has extended to 17 countries and regions in East Africa, with fast and 

visualized export operations.

Page 10,  October 26, 2017 Page 10,  October 26, 2017
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At the same time, a group of cross-border e-commerce brands have emerged 

in Qingdao. Many of them, such as Hikingic, Kutesmart and some leading wig 

and garment companies, boldly explored new business models, such as M2C 

(manufacturer to consumer), and cross-border e-commerce risk-control systems, 

and greatly enhanced the reputation of Qingdao in the country's cross-border 

e-commerce sector.

The development of cross-border e-commerce in Qingdao cannot be separated 

from the support of favorable policies. Since the establishment of Qingdao Cross-

Border e-commerce Pilot Area in April 2016, Qingdao Bureau of Commerce has, 

in collaboration with the customs, inspection and quarantine, foreign exchange, 

financial and other relevant departments, enacted a series of measures and financial 

policies encouraging cross-border e-commerce. The State Administration of 

Foreign Exchange has granted a six-point pilot policy submitted by Qingdao 

Municipal Administration of Foreign Exchange, breaking the principle whereby 

“the exporter receives the proceeds while the importer makes the payment” and 

providing policy support to the development of comprehensive service platforms.

Drawing on its unique port and industrial strengths, Qingdao has established 

27 cross-border e-commerce industrial parks in recent years, according to an 

official with the Qingdao Bureau of Commerce. These parks have accommodated 

nearly a thousand cross-border e-commerce enterprises featuring "industry and 

trade integration", "financial innovation", "multimodal transport", "industrial 

restructuring and upgrading" and "business and trade integration".

Qingdao Cross-Border e-commerce Pilot Area also attracted a range of famous 

enterprises from home and abroad.

The China-Pakistan Cross-border Industrial Alliance has helped many 

enterprises in Qingdao enter the Pakistan market through the China-Pakistan 

Trade, China-Pakistan Customs, Smart Logistics, Supply Chain Finance, and other 

channels.

The Global Market Group's cross-border trade platform has helped premium 

manufacturers in Qingdao expand their business, promote their products globally 

through B2C platforms such as Amazon and Ebay, and provided training for 

manufacturers with no cross-border e-commerce experience and all-round policy 

support for a cross-border ecosphere.

据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据“据据据据”据据据据据据据据据据

据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据

据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据据

It is reported that Qingdao will enhance the additive effect of industrial supporting 

policies and government funds by promulgating policies popularizing "integrated 

administrative service windows", establishing public overseas warehouses and encouraging 

the development of market entities so as to create a favorable soft environment for 

the development of cross-border e-commerce. Qingdao will also promote cooperation 

between key enterprises in financing and human resources in order to build a cross-border 

e-commerce ecosphere in Qingdao.

Page 10,  October 26, 2017 Page 10,  October 26, 2017

Scenery of Qingdao



海
外
版

PEOPLE'S  DAILY  OVERSEAS  EDITION

海
外
版

054 055A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Page 09,  January 23, 2017

It is proposed to “create a new pattern of wider opening-

up” in the Report of the 19th CPC National Congress. To 

achieve this goal, the economic partners across the globe are 

undoubtedly important players in local economic and trade 

cooperation.

On November 17, 2017, the “Qingdao Forum for China-

Japan Local Economic and Trade Cooperation” was held 

in Tokyo, Japan. Sapporo mayor Katsuhiro Akimoto sent a 

congratulatory message to the meeting and hoped to see wider 

economic cooperation between the two sides. Sapporo is a 

partner city of Qingdao.

Three days later, the “Qingdao Forum for China-Britain 

Local Economic and Trade Cooperation” was held in London. 

As a demonstration city for China-Britain local economic 

and trade cooperation, Qingdao signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MOU) with its partner city Liverpool for in-

depth cooperation.

Such economic and trade partnerships have been established 

under the economic partnership mechanism of Qingdao.

This innovative mechanism allows Qingdao to promote 

communication and cooperation with its partners worldwide in 

accordance with the requirements of the Central Government 

for local economic and trade cooperation, thus becoming a 

new pivot for further opening-up. 

A National-level Cooperation Platform
Qingdao's endeavor to seek international cooperation dates 

back to 2012. 

President Xi Jinping proposed to build a mechanism for 
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China-U.S. local economic and trade cooperation during his visit to the United 

States in February 2012. Qingdao responded promptly and was listed as a key 

city for China-U.S. local economic and trade cooperation. 

Since then, Qingdao has shifted focus from cooperation with chambers of 

commerce (associations) to cooperation with local governments in the U.S. in a 

bid to promote all-round economic and trade cooperation. 

With the help of this international cooperation platform, Qingdao has 

gradually expanded economic and trade cooperation with local partners in the 

United States.

In August 2013, Qingdao opened a direct air route to San Francisco, which 

has the seventh largest airport in the United States. It was the first direct route in 

Qingdao and even in Shandong to the United States. 

Taking advantage of Qingdao's status as a key city for China-U.S. local 

economic and trade cooperation, a China-U.S. business college was established 

in Qingdao between Georgia State University and China University of 

International Business and Economics.

In addition, Qingdao has been exploring new ways to promote China-U.S. 

local economic and trade cooperation.

In September 2014, Qingdao established economic and trade partnership with 

Chicago and the State of Georgia.

Last year, Qingdao opened a business center in the U.S. as a bridge for local 

economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao and cities in the United 

States.

Qingdao is not only a key city for China-U.S. local economic and trade 

cooperation, but a demonstration city for China-Britain local economic and trade 

cooperation.

The China-Britain Joint Task Force for Local Trade and Investment was 

established in October 2015 during President Xi Jinping’s state visit to the U.K. 

Two months later, Qingdao was named as a key city for China-Britain local 

economic and trade cooperation by the Ministry of Commerce. 

Qingdao has made remarkable progress in the cooperation with Britain, such 

as the conclusion of the Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation for the 

China-Britain Industrial Park between Qingdao Municipal Bureau of Commerce 

Page 10,  January 23, 2017 Page 10,  January 23, 2017
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and the China-British Business Council; the establishment of the China-Britain Innovation 

Industrial Park on November 11, 2017; the participation of the China-Britain Forum for 

Local Investment and Trade Cooperation”; and the release of Qingdao’s Implementation 

Plan for Promoting the Construction of a Key City for China-Britain Local Investment and 

Trade Cooperation.

Experts hailed Qingdao's access to the China-U.S. and China-Britain international 

cooperation platforms through its unremitting efforts and by taking advantage of China's 

national strategy as ushering in a new era of China-U.S. and China-Britain local economic 

and trade cooperation.

New Pattern for Local Cooperation
Partnering with foreign counterparts is an innovative move made by Qingdao to boost 

local economic cooperation on an international scale.

On August 2, 2012, Qingdao inked a MOU on the establishment of partnership with 

Pusan of the Republic of Korea in a bid to deepen cooperation in port logistics, trade, 

finance, tourism and modern services between the two sides. Since then, Qingdao has 

accelerated its steps to develop international partnerships in a steady manner. 

Data from Qingdao Bureau of Commerce show that Qingdao has established economic 

partnerships with 32 cities, 13 provinces (states) and 27 institutions in 46 countries (regions) 

around the world.

With the expansion of its circle of international friends, Qingdao issued Opinions on 

the Establishment of Economic Partnerships with Foreign Cities, charting the way for 

international economic and trade cooperation in an all-round manner.

Cooperation and communication platforms were established as the circle of 

international friends grew.

In August 2014, a delegation composed of members from thirteen "partner 

cities" in the U.S., including San Francisco and Chicago, visited Qingdao and 

attended the International Economic Partner City Roundtable Conference 

in Qingdao. During the meeting, the "2013/2014 Report of the Qingdao 

International Economic Partner City Roundtable Conference” was released and 

a decision was made that the event would be held on an biennial basis.

These partners are active players in Qingdao's opening-up.

While making friends, Qingdao is busy preparing for the establishment of 

overseas business centers worldwide.

These overseas business centers, as functional departments of the Qingdao 

municipal government, provide services for Qingdao-based enterprises in the 

international market, promote mutual investment, trade and cooperation, and 

introduce overseas talents for Qingdao.

At present, Qingdao has established seven overseas business centers in 

Singapore, Pusan (South Korea), Munich (Germany), San Francisco (the U.S.), 

Tokyo (Japan), Tel Aviv (Israel), and Hong Kong.

As Qingdao's first overseas business office, the business center in Singapore 

opened a new phase for international cooperation between Qingdao and 

Singapore: just in one week following its establishment, all-round cooperation 

between Qingdao and Singapore was launched. Qingdao became the first 

Chinese city being involved in international cooperation in an all-round way.

When attending the opening ceremony of the Qingdao Business Center 

in the U.S. in May of last year, Luo Linquan, the Chinese Consul-General 

to San Francisco, praised the establishment of the business center as a new 

achievement of the consensus reached by the heads of state of the two sides, 

enriching the content of the China-U.S. economic and trade cooperation 

mechanism at provincial/state level. "The business center, as a platform for 

further economic and trade cooperation, mutual investment and exchange of 

human resources between Qingdao and San Francisco, is of great importance 

to promoting cooperation between the coastal areas of China and the west 

coast of the United States," he said.
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Win-win Cooperation 
In 2014, HP Software, an American IT giant, established a global big data application 

research and industrial center, a strategic project of the company in China. 

In June last year, Amazon Web Service (AWS), a U.S.-based "Top 500" company, 

signed a strategic cooperation MOU with the Qingdao municipal government for 

establishing a Qingdao-AWS innovation center focusing on information, technology, 

human resources and capital. As the first cloud service joint innovation center established 

by AWS in China, it will serve as a platform for the development of internet enterprises.

In the meantime, Qingdao's local enterprises were busy expanding their overseas 

businesses. 

On November 14, 2017, Hisense Electric Appliances Ltd., a listed company under 

Hisense Group, announced in Tokyo, another economic and trade partner city of Qingdao, 

that Toshiba Image Solution Corporation would sell 95% of its equity to Hisense. The 

deal would entitle Hisense Electric Appliances to Toshiba's TV products, brands and 

operation services, as well as 40 years of global franchise for Toshiba television sets.

Haier, another home appliance giant in Qingdao, also eyes opportunities for global 

development.

In the evening of January 15 last year, Haier announced an acquisition deal, attracting 

wide attention from the home appliance sector: Haier entered into an equity and assets 

acquisition agreement with General Electric (GE) of the United States at a total cost of $5.4 

billion, setting a record for overseas acquisition by a Chinese home appliances enterprise. 

Such cases are too numerous to mention. With the help of the U.S. Business Center, 

Qingdao Sanxiang Technology acquired Harco of the United States; Qingdao Century 

Tire Ltd. established a branch in the State of Georgia; and dynamic glucose meter and 

CRA-T medical center projects settled in Qingdao. 

Foreign-invested enterprises in Qingdao also joined hands with the local enterprises to 

seek win-win international development.

PWC Qingdao helped Haier with its acquisition of Sanyo Electric, Fisher & Paykel, 

and GE, and helped the Port of Qingdao with its listing on the Stock Exchange of Hong 

Kong.

With the integration of the global value chain and the city's further opening-up, 

Qingdao will definitely open a new chapter of win-win cooperation at local levels. 
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Qingdao Resolute in 
Advancing Cultural 
and Ethical Progress

Written by  Zhao Wei

In order to realize the goal of building China into a great modern socialist 

country that is prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious 

and beautiful by the middle of this century set by the Communist Party of China 

at the 19th National Congress, Qingdao is stepping up efforts to build a strong and 

culturally advanced city.

Qingdao has made unremitting efforts to build a "civilized city" since the 1990s. 

As a result, Qingdao was listed as one of China's first "national civilized cities" in 

2005, ranking second in sub-provincial-level cities in the country. Thereafter, it 

won this title for three consecutive years in 2011, 2015 and 2017.

To Qingdao, building a civilized city is a campaign to improve the city's urban 

environment and image and its citizens' overall standard of living. It is part of 

Qingdao's international city strategy and will exert a profound influence on the 

daily life of the citizens.

Honors and Awards
The title of "national civilized city" is a hard-earned honor for Qingdao. 

"National civilized city" is the most valuable title and highest honor for a city in 

China.

As defined in the "Evaluation Criteria for National Civilized Cities (2015-2017)", 

a "national civilized city” is an honorary title awarded to a city where a high level 

of civility is maintained on an overall basis.

To qualify for the honor, a city must undergo strict inspections involving 188 

items and 90 measures in 3 categories and 12 subcategories, which may be revised 

from time to time by relevant departments of the Chinese government.

Therefore, a "national civilized city" is not only an honor for a city, but also a 

symbol of development and progress.

National civilized cities are announced and awarded every three years. 

The new list of national civilized cities were announced and awarded in Beijing 
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on November 17, 2017. Qingdao was listed once 

again as a "national civilized city".

Also on the list of honor were Jiaozhou, a 

county-level city of Qingdao, which topped the 

list of national civilized cities at the county-level; 

Ning Yunzhan, a senior technician at CRRC Sifang 

Co., Ltd in Qingdao honored as a national model 

individual for ethical progress; and Pang Qiuxiang, 

the director of Yuxin Kindergarten in Huangdao 

district of Qingdao, who was nominated as a 

national model individual for ethical progress.

In addition, 5 villages/towns, 8 organizations 

and 2 schools in Qingdao were listed as culturally 

advanced units, and one citizen was listed as a 

national model individual for ethical education for 

children. 

According to statistics by the Qingdao Municipal 

Ethics Promotion Office, up to now, 2 Qingdao 

citizens were listed as national model individuals 

for ethical progress, and 4 citizens were nominated; 

74 citizens were listed as "Good Citizens of 

China"; 30 citizens were listed as model individuals 

for ethical progress in Shandong, and twenty-seven 

citizens were nominated; 256 citizens were listed 

as "Good Citizens of Shandong"; and 2 families 

were listed as national model families for cultural 

progress. Besides, a number of organizations 

and individuals were honored as model units and 

individuals, such as Qingdao Transportation Group, 

Taipingjiao Community, Xiaobaodao Community, 

the Volunteer Teaching Project, Li Yanzhao, Song 

Guihua, Li Shufang, and Chen Lele.

Besides, Qingdao has won the following honors 

and awards in recent years: 

Dynamic City of China, National Historical 

and Cultural City, City of China Brands, 

China Habitat Award, National Sanitary City, 

National Model for Environmental Protection, 

National Garden City, National Model for 

Blood Donation, National Model City for Food 

Safety, National Model for IPR Protection, 

National Model for Water Conservation, China 

Smart City Innovation Award, and National 

Model for Social Security.

A Civilized City
On the morning of November 26, Jiang 

Yan, a doctor of Qingdao University Affiliated 

Hospital, who went to Chengyang District 

People’s Hospital to attend a meeting, saw a 

couple with their critically ill child in front of 

the outpatient building, looking agitated and 

helpless. Seeing that the child was fainted and 

in critical condition, he immediately offered 

to lend a helping hand. Due to his timely 

assistance, the kid was saved and recovered 

soon.

Many such good deeds are happening 

daily in Qingdao and reports on such acts are 

published daily at qd.wenming.cn, a portal on 

Qingdao's cultural and ethical development.

The "casual" good deeds of citizens and 

philanthropic acts of organizations reflect the 

cultural and ethical values of a city. 

And the cultural and ethical values of a 

city are embodied in actions and deeds in city 
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management, social security, ecological conservation, and government services.

With the help of an intelligent digital system, Qingdao has extended the management 

network to cover all walks of life to enhance citizens' cultural and ethical awareness. 

The second phase of the digital city management project aimed at building Qingdao into 

an intelligent city was completed and put into operation at the end of 2015. Since then, 

more than 5.5 million issues in connection with city management have been found, and 5.3 

million issues have been solved, accounting for 97% of the total.

The level of social security and citizens' sense of security are key indicators of a city's 

level of civility.

With the help of big data, a multilevel social security system has been formed in 

Qingdao, with full-range camera surveillance, enhanced management of migrant 

population, and standardized procedure for handling emergency police calls. Besides, 

Qingdao encourages the settlement of public security cases by the police through mediation, 

and advocates civilized travel by calling on drivers to exercise courtesy on the road, yield 

to pedestrians in a crosswalk, and properly use turn signals when changing lanes.

Qingdao attaches increasing importance to the conservation of its beautiful environment.

Recently, the CPC Central Committee and the State Council jointly issued "Interim 

Regulations on the Auditing of Former Leaders' Natural Resource Assets", marking the 

establishment of a new auditing system in China.

Jiaozhou is one of the earliest county-level cities implementing such audit. It is the first 

in China to introduce balance sheets on natural resources and natural resource appraisal 

index and accountability systems, which have been recommended by the State Auditing 

Administration for nationwide implementation. 

Qingdao has found a way to promote cultural and ethical progress while rendering 

government services, that is, by using big data in various areas such as social governance 

and public service. Through data analysis, problems can be located and the interests of all 

parties can be balanced in the process of solving problems.

Early in 1999, Qingdao opened a "Mayor’s Mailbox" at www.qingdao.gov.cn, the official 

administrative service website of the Qingdao municipal government, which was the 

earliest of its kind in China. At the beginning of this month, Qingdao launched a campaign 

to “report to the citizens and collect the opinions and ideas on the government work from 

the citizens". These moves have advanced the transformation of government functions in 

three stages: change of governing concept, change of governing style, and improvement of 

administrative performance.

  

An Innovative Move
The title of "national civilized city" has lifted the level of civility of Qingdao to a new 

height. However, behind the city's cultural and ethical progress are the fact that the entire 

city have made painstaking efforts and the citizens' ethical awareness has substantially 

improved.

But Rome was not built in a day. A city's cultural and ethical development requires long-

term and persistent efforts. 

Qingdao launched the fifth round of campaign to build a national civilized city in 2015. 

As a time-honored national civilized city, Qingdao upholds the principle that building 

national civilized city is not an end but a means to instilling the ethical beliefs and values 

into everyday life.
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Making persistent efforts to build a lasting and effective mechanism 

to promote cultural and ethical progress has always been emphasized in 

Qingdao.

In recent years, signs and placards on the code of conduct are posted 

in public places and on various media in Qingdao to remind the citizens 

to avoid inadvertent minor unethical acts and uphold ethical standards of 

behavior.

As a Chinese saying goes, nothing can be achieved without norms or 

standards. Now ethical norms and standards are being developed in the 

form of rules and regulations in Qingdao. On January 1, 2017, Qingdao 

released Regulations for Promoting Civilized Behavior, becoming the 

fourth city in China and the first in Shandong to enact such statutes. 

In Qingdao, promotion of cultural and ethical progress has been 

creatively integrated with the implementation of the international city 

strategy.

The city government has set objectives and outlined responsibilities and 

tasks in the Guidelines for the Implementation of the Open Development 

Concept and International City Strategy, and the "Internationalization+" 

Action Plan released in recent years in a bid to promote cultural and 

ethical progress while implementing the international city strategy.

A city's moral and ethical standards provide guarantee for the good life 

of the citizens and drive social and economic progress.

Recently, Qingdao issued a plan for the implementation of the three-

year action plan for improving the environment and building a beautiful 

Qingdao.

According to the plan, Qingdao will become a beautiful homeland 

of the citizens as well as a famous tourist destination, where there are 

excellent public facilities and public services, a further improved urban 

environment, city governance and law enforcement systems, and a higher 

level of civility by year 2020. 
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"It is wonderful living here in Qingdao! It is the most livable city I have ever seen. 

My wife and daughter also like Qingdao. As a matter of fact, they fell in love with 

Qingdao the first time they came here. They were astonished by this international 

city."

The Qingdao people's hospitality is another reason why Kageyama likes 

Qingdao. Living away from his family, he does not feel lonely in Qingdao. When 

he gets homesick occasionally, he goes to a Japanese restaurant for dinner with his 

friends. At weekends, he often goes cycling with his friends along the coast.

His business is thriving in Qingdao. He recognized that in the last four years, 

more and more Qingdao residents go to Japan by air, especially in the last two 

years.

"ANA Qingdao Office experienced rapid development in the last two decades 

since its foundation," Kageyama said. ANA is among the first group of foreign 

airlines that establish branches in Qingdao. In 1994, ANA had only two flights 

each week. Now, they operate two flights every day, one to Tokyo and one to 

Osaka. Besides, they offer ten cargo flights each week. 

"Qingdao has offered us a lot of opportunities so that we grow together with 

Qingdao. We'll continue to provide unique services to our esteemed clients," he 

added. Qingdao's international profile has been enormously improved along with 

its rapid economic growth. ANA attaches great importance to the Qingdao market, 

and provides specialist training courses in Qingdao every year to improve the local 

staff's services.
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Qingdao, 
My Second Home

Written by Song Xiaohua

Shuntaro Kageyama (second from right) and his friends 
at the coast of Qingdao.

"I take Qingdao as my second home, though I’m here for only four years," said Shuntaro 

Kageyama, director of the All Nippon Airways (ANA) Qingdao Office, who often goes 

with his friends to the Qingdao Olympic sailing center at weekends, enjoying the fresh 

sea breeze, walking along the promenade, and savoring local delicacies and seafood in a 

roadside pub.

"When I first tried authentic Chinese food here in Qingdao, I couldn't help liking it as 

it was so delicious! Stir-fried clams with chili, steamed crabs and fried dumplings are my 

favorites." Whenever Qingdao food is mentioned, Kageyama would give a thumb-up. He 

has been to many cities in China, but likes Qingdao seafood the most.

Besides the delicacies, Kageyama also likes the beautiful landscape in Qingdao. He 

likes the red roofs, green trees, azure sea and blue sky in the old urban area, as well as the 

modern skyscrapers in the new urban areas. Of all the scenic spots, he likes Badaguan the 

most, where the historical European-style buildings surrounded by tall trees add beauty to 

the coastal landscape. Walking around Badaguan, he feels cozy and relaxed as if in Europe. 
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