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SCO Qingdao Summit Helps Brand 
an International City
The just-concluded SCO Qingdao Summit with its Qingdao Declaration 
attracted attention from across the world and put Qingdao on the global 
map. The Summit has ended but its legacy remains.
Qingdao, as a central coastal city in China, as well as a known international 
port city and tourist resort, is quickening its steps towards an international 
metropolis after the SCO Summit.

Wealth Management 
for Global Investment in Qingdao
Qingdao was ranked 33rd on the Global Financial Center Index list 
released at a recent news conference for the 23rd Global Financial Center 
Index & China-Britain Financial City Forum, moving up 14 places from 
the last ranking, among the global top 50 for four consecutive times. 

An International Marine City

Special Issue:Qingdao

A City of Dreams

That Will Be More Vigorous    More Beautiful    And More Charming

20
18

 S
ummer

 E
di

tio
n

2018 Summer Edition



002 003A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Page 10, June 21, 2018

SCO Qingdao Summit Helps 
Brand an International City

Written by Yang Yao

　The just-concluded SCO Qingdao Summit with its Qingdao Declaration attracted 
attention from across the world and put Qingdao on the global map. The Summit has 
ended but its legacy remains.
　Qingdao, as a central coastal city in China, as well as a known international port city 
and tourist resort, is quickening its steps towards an international metropolis after the 
SCO Summit.

Post-Summit Tourism Boom 
　When evening falls, Qingdao is bathed in brilliant neon lights, showing off its unique 
city features: the meandering coastline, the May Fourth Square, the Shilaoren Beach, the 
Starlight Island on the West Coast, and illuminated skyscrapers along the coast. All these 
add to the charm and splendor of this international city. 
　During the Dragon Boat Festival holiday, Qingdao received 4,094,400 tourists with 
total spending amounting to 9.263 billion RMB, up 35.8% and 22.71% y-o-y, 
respectively. Qingdao International Conference Center, the venue for the SCO Summit, 

Qingdao International Conference Center   Photo by Ye Nan
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received nearly 2000 visitors every day. Compared to last year, the 
number of tourists received by the Seashore Scenic Area increased by 
31%, 105% and 135% on June 16th, 17th and 18th, respectively.
　“Excuse me, how can I get to the venue of the SCO Qingdao 
Summit?” , “Is the Olympic Sailing Center open now?” , “Where is the 
best place to view the light show?” Liu Songtao, a taxi driver of 21 years, 
was often asked such questions by tourists recently. “Tourists to Qingdao 
are attracted by the SCO Summit, and their questions always relate to the 
Summit,” he said.
　An important international event will always lead to an overall 
improvement of the host city. 
　The “beauty” of a city is supported by its quality, that is, complete 
facilities, excellent public services and efficient social governance. To 
prepare for the SCO Summit, Qingdao did a lot to improve its 
infrastructure facilities to provide tangible benefits to the residents. 
　To meet the demands of the residents for a beautiful environment, a 
three-year campaign was launched in July 2017 to improve the city 
environment, with focus on city operation, overall environment, greening, 
river dredging and landscaping, and illumination of roads and streets.  
　After nearly one year's efforts, the city environment has been 
significantly improved, particularly in key areas such as main roads, 
major business areas, tourist spots and traffic hubs.
　What matters to a tourism city is not only beautiful landscape, but also 
the ethic values and residents behavior in public places. Last August, a 

campaign was started by the Qingdao traffic police to crack down on 
aggressive driving on the city roads. After a year's efforts, traffic 
violations are significantly decreased and drivers yielding to pedestrians 
in marked crosswalks has become a common practice. Besides, the 
Qingdao Municipal Office for Cultural and Ethic Values issued 35 
slogans in an effort to remind the residents to mind their manners in 
public.
　Tourists are often heard to say that Qingdao is a "fascinating city". The 
after-effects of the SCO Summit were first exhibited in Qingdao's tourism 
sector. In addition to the unique tourism resources, Qingdao's economic 
advantage and increasing international involvements also contribute to 
the making of an international metropolis. 

New Development of the “Trillion GDP City”
　In 2016, Qingdao’ s GDP surpassed one trillion RMB, becoming the 
first “Trillion GDP City” in Shandong province and the third in northern 
China. In 2017, Qingdao’ s GDP grew further past the 1.1 trillion RMB 
mark, setting a new milestone in the development of the city. 
　In recent years, Qingdao's manufacture industry experienced 
accelerated transformation and growth. The economic foundation has 
been consolidated, supply-side reform stepped up, economic structure 
rationalized, inherent power increased, and quality growth has become 
the mainstream.
　Under the strategy of innovation-driven growth, a slew of “national-level” 

Landscape of Qingdao 
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pilot projects have been settled in Qingdao, including national 
pilot projects for technological innovation, innovation-driven 
growth, “Made in China 2025” program, civil-military 
cooperation and innovation, IPR protection, technology-finance 
integration, new energy vehicle promotion and application, 
maritime technology transfer, implementation of new urban-rural 
resident income policy, wealth management and financial reform, 
and a national laboratory for marine science and technology, and 
a national innovation center for high-speed train technology.
　These projects will not only gain honor, as well as preferential 
policies for Qingdao's economic restructuring and upgrading, but 
also bring unprecedented development capacity and potential for 
the city. It demonstrates Qingdao's courage and sense of mission 
to undertake national pilot projects.
　In the General Plan for Shandong New Growth Driver Pilot 
Zone released earlier this year, Qingdao is listed as one of the 
three “core players” , with the mission to “build a reform and 
development growth pole in eastern China.”

New Mission in Overall Opening-up
　As one of China's first coastal cities opening to the world, 
Qingdao has been in the forefront of opening-up.
　In the past  four decades,  Qingdao made remarkable 
achievements in the opening-up and economic development. So 
far, Qingdao has received an aggregated foreign investments of 
USD 76.83 billion, including 272 projects by 142 Fortune 500 
companies. Qingdao has invested in 1542 overseas projects in 99 
countries and regions, with an aggregated investment of USD 
29.55 billion. Qingdao enterprises such as Haier, Hisense and 
Qingjian have expanded their businesses across the world, and 
undertaken 987 overseas projects, with an aggregated turnover of 
USD 27.04 billion. 
　Qingdao is an important port city in northern China. It 
maintains trade relations with 215 countries and regions, and has 
an aggregated import/export volume of USD 888.1 billion. 
Qingdao seeks to expand local economic and trade cooperation 
across the world, and has signed economic and trade partnerships 
with 79 countries and regions. In the second half of this year, the 

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Guan Shaozhuo and Zhang Jingang
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3rd Economic Partners Round Table will be held in Qingdao. 
　After the SCO Qingdao Summit, the Opinions on Promoting Overall 
Opening-up in Qingdao (the “Opinions” ) was released, which proposed a 
series of new goals, tasks and moves to promote the city's opening-up.
　The Opinions proposed 14 key tasks based on the actual situation and taking 
into account the characteristics of Qingdao, including participation in “belt and 
road” construction, giving full play to the orientation of “a key point in the 
Eurasian Continental Bridge economic corridor and a strategic pivot for 
marine cooperation” , paying equal attention to “introduction of foreign 
capital and talent” and “helping Chinese enterprises expand business aboard” , 
building a global trade, investment, financing, production and service network; 
take part in international capacity cooperation, step up construction of 
“China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone” , 
nurture new cooperation models for cross-border development under the 
framework of the Eurasian economic and trade cooperation industrial park; 
promote investment from Fortune 500 companies in targeted industries and 
sectors, develop headquarters economy; expedite the implementation of 
opening-up policies for maritime development, introduce international 
resources to boost innovation, expand international technology cooperation; 
step up encourage commodity trade and service trade and coordinate mutual 

investment and trade, explore and build modern international trade 
demonstration zones, improve the modern international trade system; 
proactively cooperate with national-level multilateral cooperation platforms 
such as  SCO,  “China-East  Europe 16+1” “ASEAN 10+3” ,  and 
China-Japan-Korea FTZ Negotiation, promote China-Britain and China-U.S. 
local economic and trade cooperation, expand overall city cooperation with 
Singapore, create a global economic and trade cooperation pattern aiming at 
“deepen economic and trade cooperation with Japan, South Korea, and 
Asia-Pacific, enhance economic and trade cooperation with ASEAN and 
South Asia, expand economic and trade cooperation with countries in the 
Eurasian Continent, and make breakthroughs in economic and trade 
cooperation with West Asia and Africa” .
　The Opinions also proposed that the international trade volume will reach 
USD 150 billion by 2022, at an annual growth rate of 5%, and a new pattern 
of all-round opening-up will be formed, and three major systems, i.e. modern 
international trade system, modern industrial investment promotion system, 
and modern consumer economy system will be established, in order to build 
Qingdao into an important international marine city. 
　Qingdao will take advantage of legacy of the SCO Summit and forge ahead 
towards an international metropolis.

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Hua
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　The 18th Meeting of the Council of Heads of State of 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was held on 
June 9-10 in China's beautiful coastal city of Qingdao. 
The heads of state of eight SCO member countries and 
four observer countries as well  as executives of 
international organizations attended the meeting, charting 
course to regional peace, stability and development under 
the new circumstances.
　To build a demonstration zone for China-SCO local 
economic and trade cooperation is one of the consensuses 
reached at the SCO Qingdao Summit. It opens a new 
chapter of economic and trade cooperation between 
Qingdao and SCO countries at local levels under the Belt 
and Road Initiative, and heralds a new era of Qingdao's 
opening-up.

Local Cooperation Platform 
　The 3050th and 3051st “Qingdao” freight trains from 
Jiaozhou in Qingdao to Central Asia will arrive at Almaty 
in Kazakhstan. It takes about 12 days to complete the 
4500 km journey.
　With the support of the Ministry of Commerce, 
Qingdao and the SCO Business Council jointly initiated 
an industrial park for Eurasian economic and trade 
cooperation in Jiaozhou in 2015, based on the cooperation 
framework of the SCO Business Council under the Belt 
and Road Initiative. Jiaozhou is where the demonstration 
zone  fo r  China-SCO loca l  economic  and  t rade  
cooperation is located.
　“The trains to Central Asia take less than 30 days and 
can save 2000 US dollars in freight per TEU compared to 
ocean shipping,” said Wei Xuelun, vice general manager 
of Central Railway Station of CRIntermodal. The trains 

Landscape of Qingdao 
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provide a convenient and fast link between Qingdao and SCO countries, and serve as 
an international transport corridor to facilitate the flow of goods along the Silk Road 
and the Maritime Silk Road.
　Jiaozhou, where the Central Railway Station of CRIntermodal is located, is home 
to China's second multimodal transport customs supervision center, the first of its 
kind in China's coastal region, which was established at the end of 2014 with the 
approval of the General Administration of Customs. Goods like palm oil, electronics, 
daily necessities and auto parts from Japan and South Korea to Central Asian 
countries are first unloaded at the Port of Qingdao, then transferred to the 
multimodal transport customs supervision center in Jiaozhou by train, and finally 
transported to the destinations through international freight trains.
　Qingdao has opened five international railway routes respectively to Central Asia, 
South Korea, Mongolia, Europe and ASEAN countries. Now there are three to four 
Central Asia trains from Qingdao per week, and each train is running at full capacity. 
　According to statistics by the Qingdao Customs, in the first five month of this 
year, Qingdao's trade with seven SCO countries i.e. Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan reached 11.26 billion RMB, of which, 5.18 
billion RMB was from imports, up 25.5% y-o-y.
　The industrial park for Eurasian economic and trade cooperation has played a 
positive role in promoting regional cooperation.
　Leveraging the function of the multimodal transport customs supervision center 
and focusing on “cross-border logistics and trade, inter-park interaction and capacity 
cooperation” , Qingdao has created an important international multimodal trade 
transportation network connected with “Central Asia and EU in the west, ASEAN 
and South Asia in the south, Japan, South Korea and Asia-Pacific in the east, and 
Mongolia and Russia in the north” .
　So far, 21 projects have been signed and settled in the trade and logistics 
development park, with a total investment of 23.8 billion RMB, including Sinotrans 
Central China Ltd. and JD Logistics. Qingdao-based leading enterprises have 
invested in 32 projects in countries along the Belt and Road, including Hai’ er's 
Ruba economic zone in Pakistan and other home appliance production facilities in 
Russia and India, Zhongqi Group's infrastructure project of a special economic zone 

Landscape of Qingdao 
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in Cambodia, Qingjian Group's real estate project in Russia, 
and Longhai Group's Issyk-Kul Lake road construction project 
in Kyrgyzstan.
　Chinese Minister of Commerce Zhong Shan pointed out, 
after listening to a report on SCO local economic and trade 
cooperation during the SCO Qingdao Summit, that Qingdao 
should make more efforts to improve the logistics and trade 
links and build new platforms for local economic and trade 
cooperation with countries along the Belt and Road and SCO 
countries.

Active Response from SCO Countries 
　Being a nodal city on the Belt and Road, the construction of 
the demonstration zone for China-SCO local economic and 
trade cooperation in Qingdao received active responses from 
SCO countries and international organizations.
　At the SCO Qingdao Summit, Russia said that it would step 
up efforts to participate in the Belt and Road construction and 
the Eurasian Economic Union, coordinate investment and 
infrastructure projects, explore the establishment of Eurasian 
partnerships and promote regional integration. 
　Mongolia hoped to integrate its Development Path with the 
B&R Initiative and the Eurasian Economic Union to boost 
international trade.
　Ashid Alimov, secretary-general of SCO, said that economic 
cooperation, as an important part of cooperation within the 
SCO, would increase international connectivity and open a new 
chapter of cooperation among SCO countries.
　From Vision to Action, From Blueprint to Consensus.
　As early as in 2015, Qingdao and the Secretariat of Business 
Council of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) signed 
the “MOU for Strategic Cooperation in Building Eurasian 
Economic and Trade Cooperation Industrial Park” , leveraging 
the  funct ion  of  the  Por t  of  Qingdao for  mul t imodal  
transportation. In August 2016, the “Implementation Program 
for Construction of Qingdao Eurasian Economic and Trade 

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Meng Tao
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Cooperation Industrial Park” was released to take the initiative in China to build a 
Eurasian economic and trade cooperation industrial park. 
　In 2017, a delegation of diplomats from SCO countries led by SCO 
Secretary-General Ashid Alimov visited the industrial park for Eurasian economic 
and trade cooperation in Qingdao. The diplomats showed great interest in 
Qingdao. After the visit, a joint task force was established by the SCO Business 
Council and Qingdao Bureau of Commerce to promote relevant projects.
　In April this year, the Ministry of Commerce approved the proposal to build the 
first demonstration zone for China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation in 
the industrial park for Eurasian economic and trade cooperation in Qingdao to 
boost local cooperation among SCO countries.
　The Qingdao municipal government attaches great importance to this task, and 
an ad hoc steering group was organized for the construction of the industrial park 
for Eurasian economic and trade cooperation, with leaders of the municipal 

government as the chairs and the municipal bureau of commerce, the municipal 
development and reform commission, the municipal foreign affairs office and the 
government of Jiaozhou as the members. Qingdao is exploring for a higher-level 
opening-up under the new situation of development.

Seize New Opportunities for Opening-up
　As one of the first 14 opening-up cities in China, Qingdao’ s a most prominent 
feature and superiority is opening-up. The construction of the demonstration zone 
for China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation in Qingdao will surely 
expedite the city's overall opening-up.
　Not long ago, the municipal government of Qingdao introduced the industrial 
park for Eurasian economic and trade cooperation at the Inauguration Ceremony 
of SCO Economic Think Tanks Alliance & SCO Economic Forum in Beijing. The 
park is currently under construction. 

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Zedong
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　A memorandum of understanding (MOU) for jointly 
promoting the SCO Economic Think Tanks Alliance's efforts 
to support local economic and trade cooperation was signed 
between the Qingdao Municipal Bureau of Commerce and the 
Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic 
Cooperation of the Ministry of Commerce. According to the 
MOU, a forum on SCO local economic and trade cooperation 
would be held in Qingdao, and demonstration zone for 
China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation in Qingdao 
would be used by the SCO Economic Think Tanks Alliance to 
conduct economic and trade activities.
　At a meeting of the SCO Business Council held on June 6 
in Beijing, a MOU for building a demonstration zone for 
China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation in the 
industrial park for Eurasian economic and trade cooperation 
in Qingdao was signed between Qingdao Municipal Bureau 
of Commerce, Jiaozhou City Government and the SCO 
Business Council, witnessed by the chairs of business 
councils  from Russia,  India,  Pakistan,  Kazakhstan,  
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan, in an 
effort to jointly expand cooperation in mutual investment, 
logistics, trade and industrial park construction among SCO 
countries, and increase the role of the Qingdao industrial park 
for Eurasian economic and trade cooperation in promoting 
trade and economic cooperation between SCO countries and 
the Asia-Pacific region.
　Qingdao will strive to realize the economic and trade goals 
set at the SCO Summit, accelerate the construction of the 
demonstration zone for China-SCO local economic and trade 
cooperation in Qingdao, and build it into an innovative 
platform for local economic and trade cooperation along the 
Belt and Road, so that its import/export with SCO countries 
will reach or exceed 50 billion RMB per year by 2022, 
increasing by 50% or more from the 2017 figure, and 
investments into and from Qingdao will increase by USD1 
billion to hit USD2.5 billion as proposed in the Development 
Plan for the China-SCO Local Economic and Trade 
Cooperation Demonstration Zone prepared by the University 
of International Business and Economics.

Landscape of Mt. Laoshan, Qingdao
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　The just-concluded SCO Qingdao Summit left a deep 
impression on everyone. 
　The meeting was short but its influence will last 
long. The participants were greatly impressed by the 
exquisite services, well-behaving residents and 
beautiful scenery of Qingdao.
　Before boarding the airplane, Kazakhstan President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev said to Ren Airong, vice 
governor of Shandong, who was there to see him off on 
June 11: “Qingdao is a beautiful city, and the SCO 
Summit was a success. I'm impressed by the quality 
meeting services and the reception at the Tsingtao Beer 
Museum.”
　Other participants shared the same feeling about 
Qingdao and the SCO Summit.
　Sergei Levchenko, governor of Irkutsk, spoke highly 
of the meeting services. “It is hard to express my 
gratitude in words,” he said. He called the reception 
team f rom the  Qingdao  Munic ipa l  Bureau  of  
Commerce “a reliable partner” , and offered to provide 
a list of cooperation projects in Irkutsk for the Qingdao 
Municipal Bureau of Commerce. “I will send you a 
letter of thanks with the common seal of the State of 
Irkutsk,” he said seriously.
　Such cases are too numerous to mention during the 
SCO Summit. 
　Under the spotlight of the world media, Qingdao 
exhibited its vigor, beauty and glamour to the whole 
world. 
　“The splendid landscape in Qingdao adds glory to 
the SCO Summit. This is not only a point of view of 
myself, but a view shared by all,” said a reporter with 
the National Television of Kyrghyzstan. 
　In fact, “beautiful” is one of the most frequently used 
words by the participants when talking about Qingdao. 

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Hua
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　A Russian journalis t  described Qingdao as a 
“wonderful city with a perfect combination of history 
and modernity” when she visited the Badaguan scenic 
a rea ,  the  so -ca l l ed  “museum of  in te rna t iona l  
architecture” in Qingdao.
　Laoshan, the highest mountain by the sea in China, 
attracts visitors from around the world. A journalist from 
Dubai, UAE was fascinated by the picturesque scenery 
of the Laoshan Mountain: “Qingdao is truly a beautiful 
p lace.”  She was impressed by Qingdao 's  good 
infrastructure and ecological environment.
　Beside the beautiful landscape, Qingdao’ s food is 
another attraction. 
　The exquisite premium seafood served at Qiao's Fish 
Restaurant in Qingdao, as well as its unique decoration, 
aroused keen interest of Denis Kravchenko, deputy 
chairman of State Duma Economic Policy, Industry, 
Innovative Development and Entrepreneurship 
Committee and Chairman of the SCO Youth Council, 
and his entourage, who were eating their dinner there on 
June 9. He took out his cell phone and filmed the scene 
for a live video broadcast on his social network. “The 
environment and services here are terrific, and the dishes 
are the best in China!”
　Many participants referred to Qingdao as “an 
internationalized city” . They were of the view that 
Qingdao has a broad international vision and prominent 
geographical advantage under the framework of the Belt 
and Road Initiative and the SCO, and wished to see 
Qingdao play a greater role in the international arena 
and make further achievements.
　A father and his son from Russia were shocked by 
what they saw at the automated container terminal and 

the high-speed train production line of CRRC Sifang.
　In fact, as a known “city of brands” in China, 
Qingdao has nurtured a group of global brands such 
as Haier and Hisense.
　Eighteen places of interest in Qingdao, including 
Tsingtao Beer Museum, Haier Group, Hisense 
Group ,  Xiaoyushan  Pa rk ,  Luxun  Park ,  the  
Underwater World, the World Horticulture Expo 
Park, Qingdao Art Museum, Jiayuguan Primary 
School, Wendeng Road Primary School, Ocean 
University of China at Yushan Road, No.26 Middle 
School, the MixC, Hisense Plaza, Lion Mall, Liqun 
Jinding Plaza, the automated container terminal, and 
the agricultural technology innovation industrial 
park, as well as three local restaurants, namely, 
Baiguoshu Restaurant, Qiao's Fish Restaurant, and 
Beijiang Restaurant in the MixC were all ready to 
receive guests from around the world.
　“I’ ve seen a lot of high-tech home appliances in 
the museum, and I am amazed by the industrial and 
technological achievements made here in Qingdao 
and China. There are a lot of cooperation projects 
be tween our  two count r ies ,  such  as  in  por t  
infrastructure construction and energy resource 
development. We expect more and more such 
cooperation projects in the future,” said Abdul Wajed 
Khan from Pakistan during a visit to the Haier 
Museum.
　SCO Secretary-General Ashid Alimov expressed 
his gratitude to Qingdao and its people for their 
contribution to the success of the SCO Summit. 
“Qingdao has inscribed its name in the history of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization,” he said.

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Hua
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Qingdao to 
Increase Cooperation 
with SCO Countries

Landscape of Qingdao 
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　On May 17, the 
3016th international 
t rain from Qingdao's  
Jiaozhou railway station 
concluded its 10-day journey 
and arrived at Kazakhstan.
　It is a paradigm of deepened economic 
and trade cooperation between Qingdao 
and SCO countries.
　In fact, Qingdao has become a national leader 
in a new round of opening-up to SCO countries, with 
a growing “circle of friends” for international economic 
and trade cooperation.

A Bridge for Trade 
　So far, Qingdao has dispatched a total of 3016 international trains to 
Central Asia.
　The Qingdao-Central Asia trains run from the central railway station of 
CRIntermodal, through the Qingdao-Jinan railway, Taiyuan-Zhongwei 
(Yinchuan) railway, past the Alataw Pass and Khorgos to Dostky and Aten Corey in 
Kazakhstan, where the cargoes are distributed to neighboring countries such as 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan. 
　“The trains cover a total distance of 4500 km, and can reach any place in the five Central 
Asian countries within 14 days, saving 30 days compared to ocean transportation,” a staff member 
at the central railway station of CRIntermodal said. “We call it a railway on the Silk Road” . 
　Starting from this station, “four economic corridors” have taken shape, linking Qingdao with Russia, 
Mongolia, ASEAN countries, Japan, South Korea, and Europe, facilitating the “inflow” of cargoes from the 
Maritime Silk Road and the “outflow” of cargoes from the Silk Road economic belt. 
　Looking down from the air, the port of Qingdao is connected to the central station of CRIntermodal by railway 
lines that extend to the inland region of Central Asia.
　Qingdao is conveniently linked to the rest of the world by international trains and oceangoing vessels. 

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Hua
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　On March 21, 2017, the Port of Qingdao established 
cooperation ties with St Petersburg of Russia, and two years 
before, the Port of Qingdao had signed a sister port 
agreement with the Port of Gwadar in Pakistan.
　Statistics show that the shipping routes from Qingdao 
along the Belt and Road has been growing, and now, there 
are 65 routes to Southeast Asia, the Middle East, the 
Mediterranean, Europe, the Black Sea, Russia, Africa and 
Australia, forming a “Maritime Silk Road” . 
　Qingdao has maintained close trade relations with SCO 
countries via various routes.
　According to statistics from Qingdao Customs, in the first 
four months this year, Qingdao had an import volume of 
4.55 billion RMBn from SCO countries, up 49.5% y-o-y. 

Setting Sails 
　Qingdao has been exploring ways for enterprises to "go 
global" for many years. Now, the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization has led it onto a fast-track of international 
development.
　Two years ago, Haier invested US$50 million in a plant 
in Naberezhnye Chelny in the Republic of Tatarstan of the 
Russian Federation. On May 26, 2017, the 100,000th Haier 
refrigerator rolled off the production line in this plant. 
　It was a milestone on the road of internationalization for 
Haier. 
　“In 2017, Haier's sales revenue in Russia hit US$220 
million, up 55% y-o-y, and our high-end multi-door fridge 
products took 48% market share, an absolute market 
leader,” said Wang Ting, the operation manager of Haier's 
Russian Trading Company.
　The Qingdao-based SEPCOIII also experienced fast 
development in Pakistan.
Last July, its gas turbine power plant in Punjab, Pakistan 
was officially put into operation, setting a world record of 
72 days from the time the turbine is installed to the 
successful firing. 

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Hua
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　The increasing operations of Qingdao enterprises in SCO 
countries not only created new growth opportunities for 
themselves, but also brought capital, talents and technology 
to these countries, and created jobs for the local residents. 
　Haier’ s production facility in Russia created nearly 2000 
jobs for the local people, and brought to Russia global 
advanced production technology and high-end products; the 
photovoltaic power station constructed by Qingdao New 
Energy Solutions Inc. (NESI) in Baluchistan Province of 
Pakistan created 1500 jobs and guaranteed sufficient supply 
of clean power; Qingdao Beihai Petroleum Equipment & 
Technology Ltd established a joint venture in Kazakhstan, 
helping the local people to protect the environment and 
recover gases, and making preparations for the construction 
of a Kazakhstan-China technology development park.
　Statistics show that Qingdao recorded a total export/import 
volume of 39 billion RMB with SCO countries, up 9.8% 
y-o-y. As of the end of 2017, Qingdao has entered mutual 
investment contracts for 284 projects with SCO countries, 
including 122 projects invested by Qingdao-based enterprises 
in SCO countries and 162 projects invested in Qingdao by 
SCO countries. 

Expand Local Cooperation 
　Recently, the Ministry of Commerce approved the 
proposal to build the first “China-SCO Local Economic and 
Trade Cooperation Demonstration Zone” in Qingdao.
　In fact, Qingdao and the SCO Business Council started to 
explore new cooperation models three years ago. 
　In 2015, Qingdao and the SCO Business Council inked an 
MOU for jointly building a Eurasian economic and trade 
cooperation industrial park to leverage the unique port 
conditions of Qingdao. The park operates through “cross 
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border development, with focus on logistics and trade, and through capacity 
cooperation and establishment of sister parks in other countries” , guiding 
enterprises in Qingdao to discuss and cooperate with countries along the 
Belt and Road in mutual investment and trade.
　Now, the economic and trade cooperation between Qingdao and SCO 
countries are expanding.
　On April 21, Sino-Russian local cooperation commenced. The 
International Economic Cooperation Zone in the West Coast New District 
of Qingdao and a central area in Moscow were demarcated as local 
cooperation parks between the two countries.
　Qingdao will host the first SCO film festival in June after the SCO 
Qingdao Summit, during which nearly 60 films from SCO countries will be 
shown. The festival provides an important platform for cultural exchange 

between countries along the Belt and Road, especially SCO countries.
　An exhibition of imported commodities from SCO countries will also be 
held in Qingdao after the SCO Summit, attracting exhibitors from 16 
countries. 
　So far, Qingdao has established economic cooperation partnerships with 12 
cities (provinces, states and institutions) in 7 countries, namely Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, India, Pakistan, Cambodia and Nepal.
　Inclusive and Win-win Development.
　Qingdao is making efforts to deepen cooperation with SCO countries and 
countries along the Belt and Road in accordance with the Shanghai Spirit, i.e. 
mutual trust, mutual benefit, equality, consultation, respect for diversity of 
civilizations, and pursuit of common development, in order to embrace a more 
prosperous future together.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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Qingdao Poised 
to Host the 
SCO Summit

　On May 7, a month ahead of the 18th Meeting of the Council of 
Heads of State of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in 
Qingdao, a news conference was held in Qingdao on the preparation 
work for the SCO Qingdao Summit. 
　At the news conference, Zhang Jiangting, secretary of the CPC 
Qingdao Municipal Committee, gave a briefing on the preparation 
work for the SCO Qingdao Summit. He said that Qingdao, as a 
well-known historical and cultural city and a beautiful coastal city at 
the forefront of reform and opening-up, is pressing ahead with the 
construction of a vibrant, trendy and charming international city, and 
the upcoming SCO Summit would offer a golden development 
opportunity for Qingdao and Shandong. Being one of the key players 
in the Shandong Pilot Zone for Growth Driver Transformation, he 
said, Qingdao would accelerate the cultivation of new growth drivers 
and seek quality development.
　He said that five aspects of work were highlighted in the 
preparation work for the summit.
　1) To improve the city environment and raise the urban 
construction and management level to meet the requirements of the 
residents for a better living environment; 2) To make exquisite plans 
and designs for  the  venues and ar t is t ic  performances by 
incorporating the Chinese traditional culture, the Belt and Road 
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Initiative, and local cultural elements of Shandong and Qingdao; 3) To 
take security measures and make detailed emergency plans to ensure 
the security for the summit; 4) To provide first-class services for the 
summit; 5) To encourage public involvement and show the city's 
hospitality and friendliness as host for the summit.
　It is expected that the SCO Qingdao Summit in June will be a 
world-class conference with unique Chinese characteristics, 
particularly with distinctive features of Shandong and Qingdao.

The Belt and Road Initiative
　Qingdao is a central coastal city in China and one of the first coastal 
cities for further opening-up. It is also a key nodal city along the “Belt 
and Road” and a strategic pivot for marine cooperation. The upcoming 
SCO Summit will surely be a new opportunity to the city. 
　When answering questions from reporters at the news conference, 
Ma Weigang, director of Qingdao Bureau of Commerce, provided data 
to demonstrate the close economic cooperation and trade between 
Qingdao and SCO countries.
　“Qingdao's trade with SCO countries in 2017 reached almost 40 
billion RMB, up 12.5% y-o-y. Qingdao invested in 74 projects in SCO 
countries with a total investment of 3.2 billion RMB, while SCO 

countries invested in 226 projects in Qingdao, with a total investment 
of 3 billion RMB. So far, Qingdao has established economic 
partnerships with 12 cities (provinces, states and institutions) in seven 
SCO countries, namely Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, India, 
Pakistan, Cambodia and Nepal.”
　Growing trade and investments have led to the establishment of a 
slew of new cooperation projects. The Qingdao Industrial Park for 
Eurasian Trade and Economic Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as 
the “Eurasian Park” ) is playing an increasingly important role in 
promoting trade and economic cooperation between the inland SCO 
countries in Central Asia and the Asia-Pacific region.
　Approved by the Ministry of Commerce, a demonstration zone for 
China-SCO local economic and trade cooperation has been established 
in the Eurasian Park, the first of its kind in China, Ma Weigang said.
　Demonstration zones like this are the witnesses of Qingdao's efforts 
in the Belt and Road construction.
　The Eurasian Park, which was jointly established by Qingdao and 
the SCO Business Council, under the support of the Ministry of 
Commerce, was aimed to be a national model of new types of 
international cooperation parks for the development of cross-border 
logistics and trade.
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　The Eurasian Park has provided a model for “cross-border 
logistics and trade development and capacity cooperation” 
supported by international freight trains to Central Europe, 
Central Asia, Mongolia and ASEAN countries. So far, a total 
of 4600 international trains have been arranged, transporting 
a total of 610,000 ETUs. An international multimodal 
transport network connecting “Central Asia and EU in the 
west, ASEAN and South Asia in the south, and Japan, Korea 
and the Asia-Pacific region in the east” is taking shape. The 
Eurasian Park is playing an increasingly important role in 
promoting trade and economic cooperation between the 
inland SCO countries in Central Asia and Japan, South Korea 
and the Asia-Pacific region, and serves as an international 
multimodal transport hub for goods from Japan and South 
Korea to markets in Central Asia.
　At present, 21 projects have settled in the Eurasian Park, 
with a total investment of 23.8 billion RMB, including 
Sinotrans Central China Ltd and Jingdong Logistics. 
Qingdao enterprises have invested 30.6 billion RMB in 32 
key projects in countries along the Belt and Road, including 
Haier's Ruba economic zone in Pakistan and home appliance 
production parks in Russia and India, Zhongqi Group's 
infrastructure project in the Cambodian Special Economic 
Zone, Qingjian Group's real estate project in Russia, and 

Longhai Group's road construction project around the Issyk-Kul Lake in 
Kyrgyzstan. These projects have greatly promoted the economic and trade 
cooperation between Qingdao and the SCO countries. In 2017 alone, 
Qingdao achieved two-way investments totaling 4.1 billion RMB and 
contracted 18 projects, with a turnover amounting to 23 billion RMB.
　Being the only “World City of Film” in China and the 9th in the world, 
Qingdao will host the SCO Film Festival on June 13th–17th this year, 
during which nearly 60 films from SCO countries will be shown. The film 
festival offers an important platform for cultural exchange between 
countries along the Belt and Road, especially the SCO countries. At the 
same time, an exhibition of imported commodities from SCO countries 
will be held.

SCO Effects
　June is the most beautiful season in Qingdao.
　Tourists are attracted by its exotic houses in the beautiful Badaguan 
scenic area, which is known as an “international architectural museum” , 
by the historic buildings and modern skyscrapers, by the unique scenes of 
“red roofed houses, green trees, blue skies and azure seas” , by the neon-lit 
nights.
　The Olympic Sailing Regatta in 2008, the annual beer festival and the 
international sailing events have added to the attractiveness of this coastal 
city. Last year, Qingdao received 88 million tourists from home and 
abroad.

Landscape of Qingdao 



040 041A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Page 10, May 10, 2018 Page 10, May 10, 2018

　The upcoming SCO Summit will undoubtedly add to the 
city's appeal to tourists.
　When night falls, the whole city is bathed in a range of 
kaleidoscopic colors, particularly the neon-lit buildings along 
the coast specially designed for the SCO Summit, which 
attract the residents and tourists alike.
　Cui Dezhi, director of Qingdao Tourism Bureau, said that 
the SCO Summit wil l  promote the ci ty 's  industr ial  
restructuring, especially the transformation and upgrading of 
the tourism industry. After the summit, more international 
conferences and events will be held in Qingdao, which will 
boost the development of the city's exhibition and tourism 
industries, and bring more tourists especially foreign tourists 
to Qingdao.
　The summit will further improve Qingdao’ s profile in the 
world. With reports on the meeting attended by the heads of 
state and leaders of international organizations, Qingdao's 
reputation and image as an international tourist destination 
will be raised to a new height. 
　The “SCO effects” will surely boost Qingdao's tourism. 
Insiders say that the SCO Qingdao Summit will lead to a 
boom in the city's tourism industry. During the May Day 
holidays, Qingdao received 4.976 million domestic tourists, 
up 12.1% y-o-y, with a tourism revenue of 7.32 billion RMB, 
up 19.22% y-o-y. It is predicted that the post-summit tourism 
boom will lead to skyrocketing growth in both the number of 
tourists and tourism revenue.

A Powerful Driver of Growth
　The SCO Qingdao Summit will undoubtedly open a new 
window on the city and provide a new opportunity for quality 
development. 
　Li Gang, director of Qingdao Development and Reform 
Commission, said at the news conference that a new 
industrial system has been established for cultivation of new 
growth drivers in Qingdao, and a report on the construction 
of core projects in the Shandong Pilot Zone for Growth 
Driver Transformation and the General Plan for Key Projects 
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for the Shift of Growth Drivers in Qingdao have been released, 
and a library of over 1000 projects and a fund of 300 billion RMB 
for shift of growth drivers have been established.  
　Qingdao will leverage its role as an international marine city, 
international shipping hub and national central coastal city to 
m a k e  b r e a k t h r o u g h s  i n  s y s t e m  i n n o v a t i o n ,  e l e m e n t  
agglomeration, business cultivation and industrial upgrading in 
order to maintain its status as an economic leader in Shandong, a 
national central city, an international marine city, and a pioneer in 
the shift of growth drivers in Shandong, and to create new growth 
poles for regional transformation and development in East China. 
　Qingdao will focus on the development of emerging industries 
and establishment of a “956” system for the shift of growth 
drivers, including nine key sectors such as modern marine 
industries, smart home appliances, rail transportation equipment, 
automobile, modern financing, modern logistics, modern tourism, 
business service and health and old-age care. 
　Five future industries such as new-generation IT, biomedicine, 
high-end equipment, energy conservation and environmental 

protection, and digital creation will be highlighted, and six 
traditional industries such as business service, food and beverage, 
textile and garment, equipment and machinery, rubber and 
chemical, and agriculture will be upgraded.
　Marine science and technology and high-end manufacture have 
become strong growth poles in Qingdao. 
　A group of national-level platforms with source innovation 
functions, such as the National Laboratory for Marine Science 
and Technology, the National High-Speed Train Technology 
Innovation Center, and the Deep Sea Base, have been established 
in Qingdao, which will provide steady support to the city's 
industrial transformation and upgrading.
　With the efforts to build a regional international shipping hub 
and an innovative Belt  and Road two-way cooperation 
mechanism, to strive for piloting policies for further opening-up 
in the service industry, to build a free trade port, and to expand the 
parallel auto import pilot project, Qingdao is forging a new 
pattern of all-round opening-up, which will provide new impetus 
to its city development.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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Qingdao Releases 
“Internationalization +” 
Action Plan

　Qingdao has made a new move to promote the implementation of its 
international city strategy. 
　The “Internationalization+” Action Plan (2018-2019) was released 
recently by the Qingdao International City Strategy Promotion 
Committee. It is a new two-year action plan for the implementation of 
Qingdao's international city strategy after the successful implementation 
of the “Internationalization+” Action Plan (2016-2017).
　The new action plan involves 200 specific tasks, twice as many as the 
last action plan, and the tasks are further detailed and accurately 
targeted to the benchmark cities. In the coming two years, the new 
action plan will serve as a guideline in city construction of Qingdao.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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Development Vision
　The action plan, which incorporates five Level-1 indexes, i.e. international 
competitiveness, international influence, international growth capacity, 
international appeal and international support, and 35 Level-2 indexes into 
the tasks of over 70 departments (units) and relevant districts and cities as 
per the division of responsibility, is an innovation of Qingdao to 
implement its international city strategy.
　The action plan includes four categories of work: 1) issuing report on 
the implementation of the international city strategy and building an 
international marine city (involving 3 tasks); 2) promoting quality 
development and building a more vibrant city (involving 72 tasks); 3) 
promoting innovation-oriented development and building a more 
fashionable and beautiful city (involving 76 tasks); 4) promoting the 
“Beautiful Qingdao” Project and building a more charming city 
(involving 43 tasks). The action plan includes a total of 148 
internationalization tasks in respect of enterprises, markets, 
industries, parks and the city.
　Long Yongtu, director of the Experts Advisory Committee on 
the International City Strategy of Qingdao, pointed out that the 
international city strategy must be implemented in a pragmatic 
way rather than as a mere slogan. In this sense, the action plan 
provides a road map to guide the implementation of the 
international city strategy.
　The itemized tasks in the action plan make the objectives 
of the international city strategy tangible and visible.
　What changes will Qingdao have in the future? 
　Earlier this year, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) issued 
a report on the vision for Qingdao's international city 
strategy.
　The report outlines the vision for Qingdao's future 
development as an international marine city, saying that 
by 2035, the construction of a national central city and 
the core tasks for building an international marine city 
will be completed, and Qingdao will become a 
well-known economic and cultural  center in 
Northeast Asia; and by 2050, Qingdao will become 
a vigorous, fashionable, beautiful and charming 
international marine city.

Driving Mechanism 
　How to coordinate the various departments 
and units involved in the 200-item action plan 
so as to ensure the successful implementation 
of the plan?
　The Qingdao International City Strategy 

Promotion Committee, the Experts Advisory Committee 
on the International City Strategy of Qingdao, and the 
“8+30+1” driving mechanism for the implementation of 
the international city strategy will play key roles in 
guaranteeing the successful implementation of the action 
plan.
　The Qingdao International City Strategy Promotion 
Committee, which was established after the international city 
strategy was initiated, is co-chaired by the secretary of the 
CPC Qingdao Committee and the mayor,  with senior 
government officials as vice-chairs and department heads of 
municipal and district governments and economic zones as 
members. The Promotion Committee will provide effective 
guarantee for the overall implementation of the international city 
strategy.
　Under the Promotion Committee, eight dedicated task forces led 
by relevant functional departments, 30 professional task forces 
staffed by 70 departments (units), and a secretariat of the Experts 
Advisory Committee on the International City Strategy of Qingdao 
were established, forming the so-called “8+30+1” driving mechanism. 
During the preparation of the new action plan, 135 proposals provided 
by 49 departments (units) were adopted so that the action plan was 
standards-compliant and goal-oriented.
　In addition, an an important part of the driving mechanism, “external 
brains” are used to support the international city construction of Qingdao.
　In October last year, an experts advisory committee was formed by 39 
experts from home and abroad, the highest-level “think tank” in Qingdao in 
recent years. 
　The members of the committee are experts on finance, trade, foreign 
affairs, planning, tourism, environmental protection, conference and 
exhibition, transportation, marine sci-tech and law. Li Zhaoxing, chairman of 
the China Public Diplomacy Association, serves as the chief adviser, and Long 
Yongtu, chairman of the Center for China and Globalization (CCG), serves as 
the chairman of the committee. Besides, there are 12 foreign members, who are 
senior diplomats, famous experts, scholars and executives of transnational 
companies from Germany, Japan, South Korea, Singapore and Thailand. The 
experts offered 61 proposals on Qingdao's international city strategy at the founding 
congress and the first session of the Experts Advisory Committee last November, 
which were adopted into the 200-item action plan. 
　An appraisal mechanism has been established to ensure the implementation of the 
international city strategy.
　The appraisal mechanism covers all the 10 districts (cities), 8 economic zones and 80 
departments (units) directly under the municipal government.
　In order to ensure appraisal is conducted in a just, fair and reasonable manner, an 
appraisal team composed of senior experts in various fields and leading members of 
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dedicated task forces under the Qingdao International City 
Strategy Promotion Committee was established when the 
appraisal indexes for “international city” were formulated. 
The scope of appraisal including general and specific 
indexes and the scoring method were determined by the 
appraisal team after rounds of consultations.
　From the detailed index system to the dedicated task 
forces, from the action plans to the experts advisory 
committee and the appraisal scheme, Qingdao has made 
solid steps towards an international city.

Meticulous Implementation
　T h e  m e t i c u l o u s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a s t  
“Internationalization+” action plan has brought remarkable 
changes to Qingdao.
　In 2016, with the approval of the Ministry of Commerce, 
the Qingdao industrial park for Eurasian trade and economic 
cooperation was established based on the multimodal 
transport customs supervision center in Jiaozhou. As the 
only industrial park in China for Eurasian cooperation and 
two-way investment along the Belt and Road, it will play an 
important role in promoting trade between Qingdao and 
Europe, Japan and South Korea.
　The “Internationalization+” Action Plan (2016-2017) 
states: “Qingdao will learn from port cities of developed 
countries such as Rotterdam, Hamburg, New York and San 
Francisco to increase the container transport capacity of the 
Jiaozhou multimodal transport system, and eventually build 
an international container transportation hub in Qingdao.”
　The new action plan proposed that Qingdao should take 
Shanghai, Hangzhou, Xiamen and Singapore as benchmark 
cities, ensure the success of the SCO Summit, and build the 
industrial park for Eurasian trade and economic cooperation 
into a demonstration zone for local cooperation within the 
SCO. Presently, 21 projects involving a total investment of 
18 billion RMB have settled in the Jiaozhou ETDZ in China; 
outside the country, 72 key projects along the Belt and Road 
are under construction, and six of them including the Haier 
Ruba Economic Zone in Pakistan and the Hisense Industrial 
Park in South Africa have been listed by the Ministry of 
Commerce as overseas key projects.

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Kang Ning
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　The robust development of the China (Qingdao) Cross-Border E-Commerce Pilot Zone is 
the manifestation of one of the objectives envisaged in the last action plan, that is, "to create 
international-level operating rules for cross-border e-commerce in Qingdao port” . In 2017, 
the cross-boarder e-commerce volume in the pilot zone grew 101.1% y-o-y. Qingdao is now 
one of the five cities enjoying interim supervision policies for cross-border e-commerce 
retail imports.
　Qingdao has also made significant progress in the finance sector. Taking advantage of its 
status as a “national pilot area for wealth management and financial reform” , Qingdao has 
spared no effort to seek international cooperation in the wealth management field in order to 
“build the city into an international wealth management center” in accordance with the 
standards adopted by the international financial center of London. The construction of the 
pilot area for wealth management has offered a new opportunity for the development of 
Qingdao's “Central Bay Area” . Qingdao has established cooperative relations in wealth 
management with 18 countries and regions, including London, Singapore and South Korea.
　Qingdao is vigorously developing its cruise industry in order to build the city into an 
“international tourist destination” as popular as Miami in the U. S., Southampton in 
England,  Barcelona in Spain and Rotterdam in the Netherlands, as outlined in the 
“Internationalization+” action plan. At present, a cruise terminal featuring a scientific and 
rational industrial layout is taking shape in Qingdao. We have reasons to believe that it will 
grow to be a world-class cruise terminal in the near future.
　 “Developing the film and TV industry by benchmarking to Cannes of France in order to 
build a world-class Oriental Hollywood” is a goal set in the “Internationalization+” action 

plan. Last November, Qingdao was named a UNESCO City of Film.
　With the efforts to promote international exchanges, a range of the goals set in the 
“Internationalization+” action plan have been achieved.
　Drawing on the experiences of the CES in Las Vegas, U.S., Qingdao has developed the China 
International Consumer Electronics Show (SINOCES), which attracted 200 exhibitors and 110 
procurers last year; drawing on the experiences of the Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany, 
Qingdao has developed the Qingdao International Beer Festival, which is held in the west coast 
main venue and six branch venues across the city; drawing on the experiences of the shopping 
festivals in Hong Kong and Singapore, Qingdao has developed the Qingdao Shopping Festival, 
which greatly boosted consumption. Besides, the Qingdao China-Japan-Korea Sea Food 
Competition has been held for five consecutive years, attracting extensive attention from home 
and abroad.
　Qingdao's internationalization level is reflected in two important global city reports released 
by renowned institutions.
　According to the 2016 Inventory of World Cities released by the world-renowned city-rating 
institution GAWC, Qingdao is rated as a “Gamma＋” world city from a “Sufficiency-level 
World City” in the last issue four years ago. On the Global City Competitiveness List released 
by the National Academy of Economic Strategy under the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
and the UN Habitat on October 30, 2017, Qingdao is rated as a “C+” city with a score of 0.6462 
in economic competitiveness, ranking 85th in the world and 15th in China.
　Building an international city is a perpetual task. Qingdao will make consistent efforts to 
achieve its ambitious goal.

Qingdao Shell Museum 
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　The recently released Qingdao Cruise Economic Development 
Index shows robust growth of Qingdao's cruise economy as a 
result of increasing demand for cruise tourism.
　The Qingdao Cruise Terminal has experienced rapid 
development since it was put into operation in 2015. Now it 
has grown to be a world-class cruise terminal from an ordinary 
cargo wharf, frequently visited by world-class luxury cruise 
ships, becoming a new growth driver in Qingdao with a huge 
industrial chain.

A New Name Card of the City
　Not long ago, Jason came to Qingdao on board a cruise ship 
from the Netherlands. Nowadays, more and more people 
choose to travel by seaboat to and from Qingdao like Jason, 
therefore, it is no exaggeration to say that the cruise terminal 
has opened a new window for Qingdao.
　So far, the cruise terminal has received a number of world 
class luxury cruise ships.
　Cruise ships arrived in the Qingdao cruise terminal in 2017 
included the world's top-rated luxury ships EUROPA with 408 
tourists on board, Seabourn Sojoum with 450 tourists from 23 
countries including the U.S. and Australia, Bahamas-registered 
MSC Splendida with 1100 tourists, and the largest cruise ship 
in Asia, Norwegian Joy.
　On September 25, 2017, three cruise vessels, MSC Lirica, 
Golden Era and New Golden Bridge 5 with a total of nearly 
7000 tourists on board arrived at the Qingdao cruise terminal, 
hitting a record in the number of passengers received by the 
terminal on a single day.
　During the 2017 National Day holiday, the Qingdao cruise 
terminal received six cruise ships, with more than 12000 
tourists on board.
　In September this year, Cruise Costa Fortuna will make its 
maiden voyage to Qingdao. It will be the first 100,000-tone 
cruise ship operating in Qingdao since the operation of the 
terminal. There will be four voyages for the ship during a 
period of nearly a month.
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　Statistics indicates that the Qingdao cruise terminal has been maintaining a 
good momentum since it was opened in 2015. By the end of 2017, the terminal 
had operated a total of 220 voyages with a total of 230,500 passengers on board 
the ships.
　Supported by a series of preferential policies, Qingdao’ s cruise economy has 
taken off . As the fourth pilot area for cruise tourism development in China 
following Shanghai, Tianjin and Shenzhen, Qingdao is listed as an emerging 
cruise tourism city in China's 13th Five-Year Tourism Development Plan issued 
by the State Council, and as one of the three cities, the other two being 
Shanghai and Guangzhou, enjoying national support in cruise tourism.
　The China International Cruise Summit sponsored by the Cruise Industry 
Committee of the World Tourism Cities Federation, which have been held in 
Qingdao for many years running, has not only served as a platform for 
international exchange in the cruise tourism industry, but also gained an 
international reputation for Qingdao.

Cultivating New Growth Drivers 
　Cruise tourism is known as a “golden industry” . According to statistics, the 
cruise industry has been growing at an annual rate of 7%-8% in the past two 
decades, with a total of 24 million passengers and total freight income and 
consumption of tens of billion U. S. dollars in 2016. Suppose the rate of 
contribution of cruise tourism to economy is 10%, its contribution to the world 
economy might amount to a few hundred billion U. S. dollars.
　It is estimated that tourists taking cruises in China will exceed 10 million by 
2020, and in the coming decade, China is expected to become the largest cruise 
tourism market, and the international cruise economy will enter a new era, i.e. 
the China era.
　Many port cities along the coast of China, such as Tianjin, Qingdao, 
Shanghai, Ningbo, Xiamen and Sanya, are focusing on the planning and 
building of cruise terminals in order to gain market share in the rapidly growing 
cruise tourism market.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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　In such an era of competition for cruise-terminals, a city's unique advantage will count.
　Qingdao has favorable natural conditions for cruise tourism development. According to the plan, 

the Qingdao cruise terminal will have three berths, and one of them will be able to accommodate 
the largest cruise ships in the world - 225,000 ton “Oasis of the Seas” and “Allure of the Seas” .
　Qingdao boasts rich tourism resources. The German-style buildings on Zhongshan Road, 

Zhanqiao Pier, Small Qingdao Island, Luxun Park, the beaches, the Badaguan scenic area, 
which is known as an “international architecture museum” , and other scenic areas in 

Qingdao attract tourists from home and abroad every year.
　To Qingdao, the construction of the cruise terminal means not only a port, but a 

driver for the upgrading of the city. A 5-square-kilometer cruise industry area will be 
built around the cruise terminal, including a business center, a hotel, a shopping mall, 

residences, and leisure and entertainment facilities. It will promote the development 
of Qingdao's cruise economy and high-end service sector, and upgrade the city as 

a port of call for cruise ships to an international cruise port city. 

A New Opportunity for Qingdao 
　Last year, Qingdao received the first internationally registered local 

company – Elite Cruise. 
　Recently, a purchase contract for a 70,000 t luxury cruise ship was 

signed between Elite Cruise and Carnival Corporation & Plc at a 
China-Britain forum on local trade and economic cooperation held in 

London. The ship will be based in Qingdao and start to serve the 
city's cruise tourism from June this year.
　Elite Cruise is planning to be headquartered in the cruise port 

area, including an operation center, a staff training center, a 
ship designing center, as well as cultural, tourism and 

relevant service facilities to forge a complete cruise 
industrial chain. 
　The Qingdao cruise terminal is receiving cruise ships 

from around the world.
　Many cruise giants such as Royal Caribbean 

International, MSC Cruise, and Costa have set up 
branches in Qingdao, taking Qingdao as the home 

port for their cruise routes to Japan (Nagasaki, 
Kagoshima, Sasebo and Fukuoka), South 

Korea (Jeju, Busan and Seoul) and Russia 
(Haishenwai). 
　Much of the boom is attributable to 

Qingdao's unique advantages in cruise 
tourism as well as its forward-looking 

planning for the entire city.
　The Municipal Government of 

Qingdao attaches great importance 
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to the cruise economy, and has promulgated plans for the 
development of its cruise industry and an international cruise 
port.
　According to the plans, Qingdao will become a cruise center 
in Northern China in 2020, and then grow further to be an 
important distribution center for cruise passengers and tourists 
in Northeast  Asia,  and f inally become a world-class 
international cruise center that integrates international 
passenger transport, finance, commerce, business, trade, and 
cultural tourism.
　Qingdao issued a number of documents recently to serve the 
above goals. The Implementation Plan for Building China’ s 
Cruise Tourism Development Pilot Zone in Qingdao states that 
Qingdao will strive to obtain permits and policies for cruise 
routes without a destination, multi-port calling for international 
cruise liners, 144-hour visa-free transit at the Qingdao 
International Cruise Passenger Center and 15-day visa 
exemption for foreign tour groups entering China via the 
Qingdao cruise terminal.
　The Measures on Carrying Out the “Implementation Plan for 
Building China’ s Cruise Tourism Development Pilot Zone in 
Qingdao” to Boost Cruise Tourism, which proposes to establish 
a cruise tourism industrial fund, improve the terminal facilities 
and expand the cruise passenger market, will surely provide 
more impetus to the development of Qingdao's cruise tourism.
　The “Internationalization+” Action Plan (2018-2019) 
proposes that Qingdao will learn advanced management 
practices from the ports of Miami in the U. S., Southampton in 
England, Barcelona in Spain and Rotterdam in the Netherlands 
in order to make constant improvements to the Qingdao cruise 
terminal.
　To this end, Qingdao has established an administration for 
the international cruise terminal responsible for the terminal 
development, construction, operation, investment promotion 
and comprehensive coordination, as well as a professional team 
for promotion of investment in cruise-related industries, with 
focus on areas such as cruise economy, cultural tourism, 
finance, and sci-tech innovation. We have reasons to believe 
that the Qingdao cruise terminal will have a bright future.
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　After four years and seven months of construction, Qingdao 
Oriental Cinema, a film development industry park at a total cost 
of 50 million RMB came into operation on April 28 at the West 
Coast of Qingdao. 
　Qingdao, a coastal tourist resort, has a long history with the film 
industry. It was the birthplace of China's first sound film 
“Sing-song Girl Red Peony” , first sound feature film “Return to 
Nature” and first music feature film “A Fishing Girl Singer” . In 
November 2017, it was listed as a “City of Film” by the United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
　The opening of the Oriental Cinema, a giant tourism, culture 
and business complex composed of a film and television industrial 
park, Wanda Mall, Wanda Park, a theater, a showground, and a 
high-end hotel, heralds a new era of development of Qingdao's 
film industry. It will serve as a new growth driver of cultural 
consumption in Qingdao. 

The Oriental Cinema 
　In the Oriental Cinema, there is a 166-hectare film development 
park with the world's most advanced facilities, including a film 
production area with 52 high-tech studios, 30 of them in the first 
phase being completed and 10 more being planned in the second 
phase, including a 10,000 m2 studio, the largest in the world, a 
two-in-one (outdoor and indoor) underwater studio, the only one 
of its kind in the world, a costume and stage property plant, as 
well as a world advanced post-processing plant. 
　There is also a 60-hectare film and television industrial park 
featuring European-style architecture and old Shanghai-style 
streets for scene shooting purposes.
　The Oriental Cinema also has a 2000-seat grand theater 
equipped with a world class acoustic system that can meet the 
requirements for grand opening and closing ceremonies of film 
festivals. 
　It is worth mentioning that integrated international-standard 
professional customs, visa, human resource, finance and logistics 
services are provided in the Oriental Cinema for international film 
and television enterprises.
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　A 5 billion RMB film and television industrial fund 
has been established in Qingdao, which will provide 
20%-40% subsidies for film and television works shot in 
the Oriental Cinema. In the meantime, a special fund has 
been established to support  f i lm and television 
enterprises registered in the Oriental Cinema. The 
maximum support for them can be 10% of their business 
revenues.
　With first-class software and hardware facilities for 
film shooting, production and publication, Qingdao 
Oriental Cinema will drive the development of the film 
and television industry and expedite the formation of 
China's largest and most advanced film and television 
production center, and attract more and more film and 
television producers from around the world.
　Global business promotion was launched by the 
Oriental Cinema in October 2016, which saw the 
conclusion of contracts with 9 famous American movie 
companies for 11 Hollywood films to be shot in the 
Oriental Cinema, including The Great Wall, Pacific Rim 
2 and some domestic films. Many important cultural 
events such as the European Youth Music Festival, and 
the China Film Performance Art Academy “Golden 
Phoenix Awards” ceremony are held here. Currently, an 
oriental mythological film “Fengshen Trilogy” is being 
shot there. It is estimated by insiders that in the coming 
three years, the number of film and TV enterprises in the 
Oriental Cinema will exceed 500, and about 100 films or 
television plays will be shot and produced there each 
year. With the rapid growth in the number of film and 
television businesses, the Oriental Cinema, aka “Oriental 
Hollywood” , will become one of the world's three 
m a j o r  m o v i e  p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
“Hollywood” in the United States and “Bollywood” in 
India.
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New Drivers of Consumption 
　The Oriental Cinema has created a new industrial chain, as well as a 
new landmark of Qingdao, featuring unique film-related commercial, 
cultural and tourism projects.
　The super-sized Wanda Mall consists of an indoor theme park, a water 
park, a film park, a 30-hall cinema, which is the largest in China, and a 
large shopping center. There is an indoor suspension roller coaster and an 
indoor vertical flume ride, which are the only ones in the world, and 
innovation amusement facilities such as 3D interactive cinema. There is 
also a unique-style stage show of "The Eight Immortals Crossing the 
Sea” , a cluster of four star-rated hotels, as well as a world-class hospital, 
an international school, and a yacht terminal and club. 
　In Qingdao, there are many super shopping complexes like the Wanda 
Mall. They not only provide large consumption facilities, but also 
introduce new concepts of cultural and tourism consumption. 

　In the MixC, a large commercial complex located at Hong Kong 
Middle Road in the downtown area of Qingdao, you can find hundreds of 
famous international and domestic brands, fully-seated restaurants and 
bars, entertainment facilities for children, as well as uniquely decorated 
cafes and book stores.
　The Rio Carnival Outlets in the West Coast of Qingdao is a 
European-style commercial complex, where you can buy first-tier 
international brands at a discount, enjoy Indian cuisines and have a drink 
in the Eskimo “snow-house” bars. You can also take a ride on the “Qindao 
Eye” , a Ferris wheel located nearby, to enjoy the beautiful views of the 
Tangdao Bay. It is the destination of many residents and tourists for 
sightseeing, entertainment and shopping. 
　The CapitaMall in the New Urban Center, a new type of shopping 
complex from Singapore, directly linked to the city's first subway line 
M3, is playing a key role in promoting the development of commercial 
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businesses along the subway line.
　At present, there are a dozen of shopping complexes in Qingdao, 
generating an annual turnover of 8 billion RMB at an annual growth 
rate of over 10%. As consumption is becoming the first driver of 
economic growth, Qingdao is accelerating the transformation and 
upgrading of its commodity circulation system. 
　As one of the key players in the pilot zone for shift of growth 
drivers in Shandong, Qingdao has drawn an action plan for 
promoting modern consumption and established professional 
teams for promoting investment in new types of businesses and 
high-end business consumption service projects from around the 
globe, with focus on new models and new types of businesses 
such as “city shopping center maker spaces” , “shopping 
center arts” , “outlets carnivals” , “self-operated platforms” 
and membership warehousing-retailing shops.

Further Upgrading of the City Status
　The Oriental Cinema has established the film and 
television industry as a new pillar of Qingdao’ s economy, 
and earned the city the title of “City of Film” . Industrial 
upgrading will boost the upgrading of the city’ s status. 
Qingdao is a city with unique port superiority. It is 
taking the great opportunity offered by the consumption 
transformation and upgrading strategy to build an 
international consumption center and create new 
growth drivers for city development. 
　Recently, more than 2000 Australian beeves were 
shipped to Qingdao, setting a record in terms of the 
quantity and quality of such imports to China, and 
marking the official use of the port for imported 
Australian beeves.
　Qingdao had imported a total of 46,000 units 
of cars, ranking 5th among the 26 ports for car 
imports in China. Recently, Qingdao was 
designated as a pilot city for parallel car 
imports, ranking second only to Tianjin. 
Besides, Qingdao is the first port for fruit 
imports in Shandong, with sales to the 
Jiaodong Peninsula, North China and 
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Beijing-Tianjin regions.
　Early in 2012, Qingdao launched 
a plan for integrated development of 
domestic and international trade in a 
bid to meet the requirements of 
international consumers. In 2013, 
the first duty-free shop in Shandong 
province was opened in Qingdao. In 
2015, Qingdao became the first to 
implement the departure tax refund 
policy in Shandong. Consumption is 
regarded as equally important as 
investment and export in Qingdao, 
so no effort has been spared to boost 
cross-border e-commerce, bonded 
exhibition trade, and direct sales of 
imported goods, to expand imports 
of premium consumer goods, and to 
promote integrated development of 
domestic and foreign trade. 
　Taking the shopping festivals in 
Hong Kong and  S ingapore  as  
benchmarks, the annual Qingdao 
Shopping Festival has become a 
signature event in Qingdao. As an 

i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e  
China-Japan-Korea Seafood Competition 
has offered a new platform to promote the 
development of the catering service sector, 
con t r ibu t ing  to  the  bu i ld ing  o f  an  
international marine city.
　Besides ,  the  development  of  the  
Qingdao Cross-border E-commerce Pilot 
Zone will further facilitate cross-border 
consumption. At the beginning of the year, 
Qingdao was ratified as one of the first 
pilot cities in China for bonded stock for 
cross-border e-commerce, which adds to 
the city's advantage and influence in the 
region.
　With the development of the Qingdao 
cruise terminal and the construction of the 
Jiaodong international airport, the city will 
receive more international passengers. 
This provides a golden opportunity for the 
development  of  duty-f ree  shops  in  
Qingdao. It  is imaginable that more 
duty-free shops will be built and more 
international brands will be introduced to 
meet the ever-increasing international 
consumption demands in Qingdao.

Landscape of Qingdao 



Written by Song Xiaohua & Yang Yao

070 071A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Page 10, May 17, 2018

Qingdao Steps Up Efforts 
to Improve Business 
Environment

　In the last three months, each foreign-funded firm in 
Qingdao received a questionnaire seeking opinions on the 
city's business environment amid a massive campaign to 
improve the business environment in Qingdao.
　“We should visit foreign-funded businesses and strengthen 
daily communication with them, and help them solve problems 
in a timely manner,” said Meng Fanli, mayor of Qingdao, after 
reading a report on enhancing the business environment for 
foreign investors. Later, Qingdao Bureau of Commerce 
launched massive enterprise surveys to improve the business 
environment, and issued questionnaires to foreign-funded 
businesses. Finally, 6635 valid questionnaires were collected.
　This campaign is problem-oriented and demand-driven in a 
bid to find out real problems and take effective measures to 
resolve them.

Establishing Records and Files for Problems 
　“Summer is the peak season for energy consumption, and 
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steady supply of natural gas has been a concern for us. Thanks to the 
timely questionnaire, our concern has been resolved. It is really timely 
help for us,” said Song Ruicong, general manager of Federal Mogul 
Dongsuh (Qingdao) Piston Co., Ltd. This questionnaire is different 
from previous ones in that the questions are designed in great detail to 
solve real problems faced by foreign-funded enterprises, he added.
　Through coordination by the Qingdao West Coast New District 
Bureau for Urban Administration, gas suppliers vowed to ensure gas 
supply and to give a 48-hour prior notice in the event that gas supply 
has to be suspended due to reasons of equipment maintenance or 
renovation.
　“Looking for real problems” is the focus of the surveys.
　The 2018 Questionnaire for Foreign-funded Businesses includes 30 
questions regarding the market environment, operating costs, human 
resources, technical innovation, industrial structure and supportive 
policies, which are designed to help the decision-makers to solve 
problems encountered by foreign-funded businesses.
　Analysis of the responses to the questionnaire by the Qingdao Bureau 
of Commerce revealed that the expatriate employees in foreign-funded 

businesses are satisfied with the living environment, market, cultural 
environment, as well as port, logistics and distribution services in 
Qingdao. 
　However, some problems were found in the questionnaire surveys, 
such as shortage of skilled workers and bilingual (multilingual) 
professionals, increased labor costs and soaring raw material prices in 
2017, which were major factors that are attributive to the increase in 
operating costs. 
　Records were established to tackle problems found in the surveys, 
and units and individuals were designated to address issues in respect of 
tax, financing, labor cost, water, electricity and gas supplies, 
administrative permits, licenses and certificates, medical service and 
schooling. It was required that all problems be resolved within a 
prescribed timeline and report be made to the relevant authorities in a 
timely manner. 
　Such questionnaire is not an impromptu action, but rather a 
long-lasting measure to solve problems. Qingdao has established a 
record for each foreign-funded firm and designated special persons to 
provide tailored services for foreign-funded businesses.
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Solutions Based on Feedback
　Liu Jianjun, vice mayor of Qingdao, came to Klingspor Qingdao Ltd in the 
ETDZ on May 15 to explain the relevant employment policies to the 
management of the company.
　Klingspor Qingdao, a German-invested company specializing in the 
manufacture of grinding tools and materials, suffered from high labor costs 
due to unsteady sales. With the help and coordination of the relevant 
departments of the Qingdao ETDZ Bureau of Commerce, the problem was 
successfully resolved.
　Solving practical problems for foreign-funded enterprises is the best way to 
improve the business environment.
　“Now we can use Chinese credit cards, and it is very convenient for us to 
go on tours,” said Lee Sangman, president of CJ Freshway China, who has 
long been troubled by the ban on the use of Chinese credit cards by foreign 
citizens in China. Recently, with the coordination of relevant departments, a 

local bank has bent the rules to issue credit cards to foreigners, offering a 
solution to Lee's problem.
　Qingdao Novel Beam Technology Co., Ltd met a problem in taking back 
its products sold abroad for repair or replacement as they were treated by 
the Chinese customs as second-hand products.
　Through coordination with the customs by the Laoshan District Bureau 
of Commerce of Qingdao, the problem has been solved.
　Qingdao Mitsumi Electronics Co., Ltd., a subsidiary of Japan's Mitsumi 
in Qingdao, intended to build a new automatic production line to expand its 
business. However, a lack of workers prevented the plan from being 
implemented.
　To solve the problem, a work placement company is established in the 
Qingdao West Coast Export Processing Zone to support the development of 
local businesses like Mitsumi. Further efforts will be made to absorb 
workers from poverty-stricken areas such as Anshun in Guizhou province, 
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Longnan in Gansu province and Heze in Shandong 
province, in a bid to guarantee labor supply for key 
enterprises in Qingdao.
　Some 294 problems have been solved during the 
surveys of foreign-funded businesses, resulting in 
capital increase amounting to US$650 million in 41 
enterprises. 
　At the same time, a feedback mechanism has been 
established in Qingdao under which satisfaction 
surveys have been conducted for all foreign-funded 
businesses in an effort to ensure that every issue is 
addressed and traceable.

Upgrading Services
　Improving services is key to improving the business 
environment. 
　Recently, the Work Plan for the ‘Business Environment 
Improvement Year’ in Qingdao was released in a bid to 
further improve services for foreign-funded businesses. 
The Plan highlights the establishment of a four-level 
(municipal, district, sub-district/economic zone, and 
foreign-funded business) integrated service system, 
with 6449 contact points at enterprises, to cover all 
foreign-funded businesses in the city.
　Under the Plan, services to foreign-funded businesses 
will be further improved. Besides, a key service 
ambassador system has been established in Qingdao to 
provide “one-to-one” ambassador services for 
foreign-funded businesses, which have solved 300 
problems for 263 foreign-funded businesses, such as 
Veyance, Tyco Electronics AMP, MAPFRE, China 

Resources Gas, Nuga Best, and Kyungshin 
Electronics.
　In addition, more measures will be taken to 
deepen the reform of the foreign investment 
management system.
　On the one hand, Qingdao will adopt the model 
of “pre-establishment national treatment + 
negative list” and “all-in-one certificates” to 
simplify the administrative approval procedure, as 
well as "one-stop" filing and registration services 
for foreign-funded businesses as required by the 
Ministry of Commerce within the year. On the 
other hand, approval items and filing items will be 
screened for foreign-funded businesses; the 
negative list system will be strictly observed; 
more approval powers will be delegated to the 
lower-level authorities; and foreign investment 
supervision will be strengthened.
　In the future, Qingdao will try to establish a 
complaint handling mechanism for foreign-funded 
businesses to help resolve their  problems 
encountered in production and operations, adopt 
policies and measures to improve the business 
environment, explore ways of government 
purchase of services to provide free licensing and 
housekeeping training services for foreign-funded 
businesses.
　Qingdao, as “Gold Medal City” for investment 
environment acknowledged by the World Bank, 
will never cease its efforts to improve the business 
environment.

Landscape of Qingdao    
Photo by Meng Tao



Written by Zhao Wei & Liu Chunxiu

Page 09, June 09, 2018

078 079A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

A City of Dreams 
Qingdao

Port of Qingdao: Striving 
Towards a World-Class Port

　Centuries ago, Qingdao was the northern start of the ancient maritime silk road; now, it 
is an important nodal city in the “New Eurasian Land Bridge Economic Corridor” and a 
pivotal city of the "Maritime Silk Road " in the Belt and Road Initiative.
　As a maritime gateway in China, the Port of Qingdao's role has been redefined as it is 
the start of four “sea-land” routes in the Belt and Road Initiative. The Port of Qingdao is 
an important gateway and bridgehead of the economic corridor in the Belt and Road 
Initiative.
　Being the hosting city of the SCO Summit, Qingdao is playing an ever important role 
in promoting cooperation in the Asian-Pacific market.

A Gateway to the Silk Road
　Located at 37° 36' N, 0° 59' W, the Port of Cartagena, Spain's third largest port and the 
largest bulk cargo port along the Mediterranean coast.
　On March 6, the Port of Qingdao received guests from the Port of Cartagena and saw 
the signing of a sister port agreement between the two sides. It was the Port of Qingdao's 
22nd sister port in the world.
　Thanks to the Belt and Road Initiative, the Port of Qingdao has expanded its operations 
from the Jiaozhou Bay to all over the world. The sister ports along the Belt and Road 
have reinforced the Port of Qingdao's worldwide deployment operations: there are ports 

The Port of Qingdao
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of Gwadar in Pakistan, Sihanouk in Cambodia, Kuantan and Kelang 
in Malaysia, Said in Egypt, Djibouti in Djibouti, Hamburg in 
Germany, and Brest in France, just to name a few.
　In recent years the Port of Qingdao's shipping routes have been 
growing along the Belt and Road. Currently, the port operates 65 
international routes to Southeast Asia, the Middle East, the 
Mediterranean, Europe, the Black Sea, Russia, Africa and 
Australia.

A Hub of International Trade
　On June 1, a 50-car train loaded with auto parts, tires and 
electric components rolled out from Jiaozhou railway station 
in Qingdao to embark on a 7-10 day journey to Almaty in 
Kazakhstan, via the Alataw Pass in Xinjiang. It would save 
30 days compared to transportation by sea. 
　It was the 3046th train from Qingdao to Central Asia. 
There are three to five trains from Qingdao to SCO 
countries per week.
　Qingdao has opened five international railway 
transportation routes respectively to Central Asia, 
South Korea, Mongolia, Europe and ASEAN in the 
recent years, creating an international multimodal 
transportation network. Qingdao has become an 
important maritime gateway to inland countries in 
Central Asia, SCO countries, Japan, South Korea 
and the Asia-Pacif ic  region,  as  well  as  an 
international multimodal transportation hub for 
goods from Japan and South Korea to Central 
Asia.
　Based on the national pilot project for 
c r o s s - b o r d e r  m u l t i m o d a l  c o n t a i n e r  
transportation along the Belt and Road in 
Qingdao, the Port of Qingdao has opened 37 
railway routes for multimodal container 
transport. Besides, the Port of Qingdao 
Multimodal Transportation Center runs 25 
r a i l w a y  r o u t e s  ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  
cross-border trains to SCO countries via 
the Alataw Pass, Khorgos, Erenhot and 
Manchuria.
　The Port of Qingdao is striving 
towards building a network of inland 
ports along the Silk Road economic 
belt. As of now, the Port of Qingdao 

has built 10 inland ports in Zhengzhou, 
Xi’ an and Xinjiang, etc, creating a 
“land transport channel” along the Silk 
Road economic belt across Asia and 
Europe.

Striving for a World-class Port
　Looking for partners for capital and 
management export along the Belt and Road, 
the Port of Qingdao has opened up more 
development areas across the world.
　In March this year, the Port of Qingdao and 
COSCO jointly established a company for the 
operation management of international ports in a 
bid to build a world-class platform for port 
operation management. Half a month later, a 
delegation led by General Manager Wang Jun of 
the company went to the UAE for preliminary 
study for the operation management of Abu Dhabi 
Port. Now, many such delegations from the Port of 
Qingdao are on their way to Southeast Asia, Europe 
and Africa...... 
　As a matter of fact, the management of the Port of 
Qingdao had been well-known both at home and 
abroad, and had become globally replicable for port 
management. For instance, the operation of the Maday 
Island port in Kyaukpyu, Myanmar by the Port of 
Qingdao is the first case of management export by a 
Chinese port. Another port operation management project 
undertaken by the Port of Qingdao is in collaboration with 
Maersk for the container terminal and cold storage terminal 
in the Port of Vado Ligure in Italy. Besides, the Port of 
Qingdao signed strategic cooperation framework agreements 
with DP World, Maersk Line, China Development Bank and 
China-Africa Development Fund for deepened cooperation in 
port operation and port logistics. 
　The establishment of the first demonstration zone for 
China/SCO local economic and trade cooperation will surely spur 
the development of the Port of Qingdao along the Belt and Road.
　“In the future, the Port of Qingdao will be proactively involved in 
the Belt and Road Initiative, seize the opportunity offered by the 
SCO Qingdao Summit to build the port into a world-class sea port 
and an international transportation hub,” Port of Qingdao Chairman 
Zheng Minghui said.

The Port of Qingdao
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Written by Yang Yao

Qingdao Invites Bids for 
US$65 Bln Key Projects

　The Qingdao International Investment Promotion Consultation Institutions Shanghai 
Meeting & Investment Attraction Policy Promotion and Business Matchmaking 
Seminar for Modern Industries on the Transition from Old to New Growth Drivers was 
held in Shanghai on April 10. Representatives of Qingdao's international investment 
promotion consultation institutions including PwC, Deloitte, Ernst & Young, KPMG 
and Mitsubishi, as well as Fortune 500 companies such as Siemens, General Electric, 
Nomura Securities and Standard Chartered Bank attended the meeting. More than 200 
people including representatives of such economic and trade organizations in Shanghai 
as DIHK, JETRO, PAIH and the State of Arkansas of the United States, as well as 
representatives from Qingdao's districts, cities and economic zones and members of 
professional teams for investment promotion in modern industries attended the forum.
　Qingdao deputy mayor Liu Jianjun said in his speech that Qingdao, as one of the first 
coastal cities opening to international investors in China, has entered a new era of 
development after four decades’ rapid development. He welcomed the participants to 
cooperate with Qingdao in strategic emerging industries, hi-tech and high-end service 
sectors.
　Director Ma Weigang of Qingdao Bureau of Commerce delivered a speech entitled 
“New Era, New Vision, New Growth Drivers and New Opportunities” . He briefed on 
Qingdao's key projects for the shift of growth drivers, regional economic development 
plan and key investment projects, policies and measures, as well as professional teams 
for investment promotion in modern industries.
　At the meeting, PwC, as a third party evaluation agency, released a report on 
Qingdao's development in the new era, which analyzed the city's overall strength in 
modern industries and highlighted new opportunities of development from the 
perspective of construction of an international city.  
　A total of 57 projects with investments amounting to US$65 billion in modern 
industries and involving the transformation of growth drivers were released at the 
meeting, including the Qingdao Jinjialing Pilot Area for Wealth Management and 
Financial Reform, which is planned to be a domestically advanced, world-class wealth 
management center, with a total investment of $2.7 billion to be raised through 
cooperation, joint venture or sole investment; the Qingdao Bay Transnational 
Corporation Headquarters Plaza Project, which will be a high-end office building for 
transnational corporation headquarters, involving a total investment of $2.2 billion; and 
the Smart City Industrial Development Cloud Service Platforms Project , which will 
involve a total investment of $1.6 billion, and accommodate international and domestic 
big data enterprises and platforms to be operated by investment enterprises directly 
under the municipal government in the form of PPP.

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Hua
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China Wealth Forum Held in 
Qingdao to Explore New 
Models of Financial Opening-up 
and Regulation

　Banks should serve entities for quality development; China Banking and Insurance 
Regulatory Commission would further relax restrictions on the proportion of shares held by 
foreign institutions; the financial industry might play a bigger role in supporting consumption 
by supporting the sustainable growth of disposable income of residents and new consumption 
items for the growth of disposable income......
　The 2018 China Wealth Qingdao Forum was held on July 7 and 8 under the theme of 
“Exploring New Models of Financial Opening-up and Regulation” , offering a new 
opportunity for discussing the opening-up, regulation and innovation of the financial industry 
as well as the financial industry serving the real economy.
　It is an annual event that serves as a platform for scholars and experts from around the 
world to deliberate and brainstorm on the development of the financial sector and 
international cooperation in wealth management. 
　Zhou Liang, vice chairman of China Banking and Insurance Regulatory Commission, 
pointed out in his speech that in order to achieve quality development, the banking industry 
should stick to its original mission to serve the entities and open up more areas. “Further 

Landscape of Qingdao    Photo by Wang Zedong
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opening-up depends on human resources. We must create a favorable 
environment for talents, promote the entrepreneurship of innovation, 
professionalism, national spirit and accountability, give full play to 
various types of talents in the financial industry, and step up quality 
development of the banking industry through overall reform and 
opening-up,” Zhou said.
　Liang Tao, vice chairman of China Banking and Insurance 
Regulatory Commission, called for efforts in his speech to make sure 
that the measures of the central government to open up the insurance 
market are fully implemented by further relaxing restrictions on the 
proportion of shares held by foreign institutions, raising the limit of 
shares held by foreign institutions in life insurance companies to 51%, 
and completely abolishing such ceiling in three years; we shall take 
steps to further facilitate foreign investment and promote reform and 
development through opening up.
　Li Dongrong, president of National Internet Finance Association of 
China and former vice-governor of the People’ s Bank of China, said 
that as the information technology has entered a new era of global 
application and integration, the generational cycle of technical 
innovation is becoming shorter and shorter, and new breakthroughs 
have been made in digital technology such as cloud computation, big 
data, artificial intelligence and blockchain, driving the application of 
digital technology, internet and artificial intelligence in various 
economic and social sectors to a higher level, and as a result, 
impacting significantly on the business pattern, service mode, products 
and instruments of wealth management. 
　How should the finance industry serve the real economy was a hot 
topic at the forum, therefore, a special session on how use finance to 
boost the transformation of growth drivers was held.
　“The financial industry may further support consumption by 
supporting the sustainable growth of disposable income of residents 
and new consumption items for the growth of disposable income,” said 
Cao Yuanzheng, president of BOC International Research Corporation.
　William Purpura, chairman of the Comex Governing Committee, 
was of the view that Qingdao has made some achievements in wealth 
management and may achieve more in the futures market in the days to 

come, including cultivation of professional managers and increase of 
commodity transaction items, and eventually become part of the global 
wealth management chain.
　Jia Kang, chief economist of China Academy of New Supply-side 
Economics and former director of Chinese Academy of Fiscal Science 
of the Ministry of Finance, pointed out that the major contradiction 
faced by the financial sector is diversified demands for the 
development of the real economy, which is a constraint arising from 
imbalanced financial supply. 
　Offering advice for the localized development is an indispensable 
part of the forum. Therefore, a symposium for the construction of 
financial city and ecosphere was held during the forum, which was 
aimed to chart the roadmap for the future development of Qingao 
Jinjialing financial area. 
　Li Lihui, former president of the Bank of China and head of the 
Task Force for Blockchain Research of the National Internet Finance 
Association of China, believed that the business environment, which is 
the sum of the market, legal, administration and cultural systems, is an 
important element in the building of the Jinjialing financial area, where 
cost, efficiency and output are the key considerations of enterprises.
　Fan Zhigang, vice director of Urban Finance Institution for ICBC, 
believed that the financial ecology suitable for the development of a 
financial city is the precondition for building or cultivating a financial 
city. 
　Prof. He Yiping from Tsinghua University School of Economics and 
Management, who is also director of China Center for Financial 
Research, believed that one of the demands Jinjialing should try to 
address is financial science and technology, as they may enhance the 
efficiency of the existing financial services and reduce costs. In such a 
way, Jinjialing can open a new path or shortcut to serve new customer 
groups in a brand-new scenario without competing with traditional 
financial centers. 
　Promotional activities such as “Roadshow for Key Bank-Enterprise 
Cooperation Projects” and “Jinjialing” were held during the forum. 
The Renmin University of China released a new China Wealth 
Management Development Index Report during the forum.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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　The Qingdao International Academician Park 
witnessed an exciting moment on May 28: Yuan 
Longping, a rice scientist known as the world 
“father of hybrid rice” and a member of the Chinese 
Academy of Engineering, handed over some labeled 
rice seedlings at  an experiment f ield in the 
demonstration area of the Qingdao Rice R&D 
Center.
　The hand-over of the rice seedlings marked the 
beginning of the sea-rice planting era in the 
demonstration area in Qingdao, as well as in other 
sea-rice planting areas such as those at Yuepuhu in 
Kashi of Xinjiang, Daqing of Heilongjiang, 
Dongying of Shandong and Wenzhou of Zhejiang. 
This is the first pilot project for rice planting and 
rice species modification in saline-alkaline soil in 
China, starting a period of industrialization and 
expansion of seawater rice. The fields of the five 
demonstration areas represent almost all types of 
saline and alkaline soil in China. 
　So far, 15 academician-led projects have been 
settled in the Qingdao International Academician 
Park, and 9 of them have yielded economic benefits. 
Sea-rice is one of these successful projects. 
　In addition to Qingdao's favorable environment 
and  good development  prospec ts ,  i t s  h igh  
commercialization of research achievements is 
undoubted ly  one  o f  the  fac to r s  a t t r ac t ing  
academicians.
　Chul  B.  Park ,  a  Fe l low of  four  na t ional  
academies: the Royal Academy of Science of the 
Royal Society of Canada, the Canadian Academy of 
Engineering, the Korean Academy of Science and 
Technology,  and the  Nat ional  Academy of  
Engineering of Korea, is a world leader in the 
research and development of innovative plastic 

Qingdao International Academician Park
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foaming technologies. There is a story about his “bond” with the Qingdao 
International Academician Park. He had never been involved in business activity 
before entering the academicians park in 2016. “I didn't have the guts to get 
myself involved in business, so I declined offers to join the Qingdao Academicians 
Park. But finally I was moved by their persistence and sincerity,” Park said with a 
smile. In collaboration with two partners, he has established his own company in 
Qingdao. At present, the company has completed the installation of their 
production line and trial operation.
　“We took the industrialization and application of research achievements into 
consideration when we select academicians and make industrial development 
plans. Research projects must be problem-oriented and research achievements 
must be market-oriented,” said Wang Xijing, secretary of the CPC Licang District 
Committee, where the Qingdao International Academician Park is located. This is 
the most important reason for the high commercialization of research 
achievements from the academicians park.

　To Wang Yutian, a renowned neurobiologist and a Fellow of the Royal Academy 
of Science of the Royal Society of Canada, Qingdao's financial support to the 
academicians is also an important reason for the successful commercialization of 
his research achievements. “They seek investors for us to fund our projects,” 
Wang said. So far, he and his team has won three patents, and one of them is under 
clinic experiment and expected to be marketed in August or September this year.
　Wang Yutian received great support from the Qingdao International 
Academician Park in accordance with the Park's Interim Regulations on Funding 
Services.
　After two years’ persistent efforts, Qingdao International Academician Park has 
signed cooperation contracts with 108 academicians, and 73% of them are from 
overseas.
　Talents are essential to innovative development. Therefore, Qingdao is making 
every effort to attract talents. Their role in boosting Qingdao's growth is highly 
expected.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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　Developing cleaner and more environmental friendly 
new energy vehicles is an irresistible trend under the 
economic background of new growth drivers.  
　Early in 2013, Qingdao was designated as one of the 
first pilot cities in China for new energy vehicle 
application. Now, Qingdao has become an important 
NEV production center in China. 
　Recently, a strategic cooperation framework agreement 
was signed between Laixi ETDZ and OE Technology 
Beijing Inc for an NEV manufacturing project in Laixi 
ETDZ, Qingdao, involving a total investment of 10 
billion RMB.
　It is the second NEV manufacturing project in Qingdao 
following the framework agreement for strategic 
cooperation between BAIC and EMV Canada on 
February 3 this year. 
　This in part can be attributed to the historic changes in 
Qingdao's NEV industry in 2017, which witnessed the 
commencement of new projects, technical renovation of 
old projects, increasing efforts of the government to 
promote investment, and the fast upgrading of the 
manufacturing capacity of local NEV manufacturers.
　According to statistics from the Qingdao Economy and 
Information Technology Commission, 2017 saw fast 
growth in Qingdao's NEV industry, with an output of 
81,000 units, up 482.7% y-o-y, and an output value 
exceeding 100 billion RMB.
　Two year ago, China's first NEV production permit 
was issued to BAIC's Jiangshan NEV Plant in Laixi, 
Qingdao. Now, the plant has an annual output of 80066 
units of passenger EVs, accounting for over 10% of 
China's total NEV output. At present, the second phase of 
the project with a total investment of 4 billion RMB is 
under construction, and is expected to be completed and 
put into operation in late August 2018. By then, the 
annual capacity for NEVs will surpass 200,000 units. 

Charging Piles for Electric Vehicles
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　The FAW Jiefang commercial NEV Qingdao plant 
was officially opened and put into operation in the new 
auto industry park last year. As a government-invested 
project for rent, it took only three months from the 
conc lus ion  o f  coope ra t ion  ag reemen t  to  the  
commencement of operation. It is expected that the 
plant will have a production capacity for 50,000 EVs 
per year.
　Along with the expansion of Qingdao's NEV 
industry, efforts are being made to expedite the process 
of technological upgrading and transformation within 
the industry.
　In the middle of last year, Guoxuan High-tech started 
preparations for technical renovation of its production 
line in a bid to further raise the capacity of batteries. 
That happened in only a bit over half a year's time from 
the commencement of production. 
　Lishen Battery, another power battery manufacturer 
in China, launched its project in Qingdao in 2017. 
Besides, the Zhongci power battery project has finished 
equipment installation and entered normal production.
　In the meantime, relat ive organizations and 
enterprises in Qingdao reached cooperation intention 
with universities and firms at home and abroad in the 
research and development of NEV technologies. 
Qingdao Vehicle Institute of Jilin University has 
reached intentions for strategic cooperation with four 
enterprises including Japan's JFE. The Zhongbei 
Runliang NEV Project in Laixi of Qingdao is working 
with  the  Ins t i tu te  of  Informat ion Technology 
Innovation and Research of Peking University to 
establish a world-advanced NEV research and 
development center.
　A complete industrial chain covering manufacturing 
and technical research and development of NEVs and 

components has taken shape in Qingdao’ s NEV 
industry. Qingdao is considering taking action to 
further boost the growth of the NEV industry.
　A professional investment promotion team has 
been organized by the Qingdao Economy and 
Information Technology Commission, Qingdao 
Development and Reform Commission, Qingdao 
Bureau of Commerce, Qingdao Bureau of Land 
and Housing Administration and Qingdao 
Municipal  Planning Bureau to introduce 
passenger NEV manufacturers,  including 
traditional passenger vehicle manufacturers that 
have been permitted to enter the NEV market 
and newly incorporated passenger EV enterprises 
specified in Decree No.27 of the National 
Development and Reform Commission and the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r y  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  
Technology, as well as projects related to NEV 
battery and materials, electric motor and control 
systems,  vehicle  control lers ,  in te l l igent  
networking technology and key components 
such as vehicle-mounted optics, radar and 
high-accuracy positioning and integrated control 
systems, communication terminals, parts and 
components, and passenger NEVs.
　It is predicted that the implementation of the 
Regulations on the Parallel Administration of 
Passenger Vehicle Corporate Average Fuel 
Consumption and New Energy Vehicle Credits 
on April 1 will lead to a total ban on the sales of 
fuel-powered vehicles and herald robust growth 
of NEVs.
　With the fast  development of the NEV 
industry in China, Qingdao's NEV industry will 
have a promising future.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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Wealth Management 
for Global Investment 
in Qingdao

　Qingdao was ranked 33rd on the Global Financial Center 
Index list released at a recent news conference for the 23rd 
Global Financial Center Index & China-Britain Financial City 
Forum, moving up 14 places from the last ranking, among the 
global top 50 for four consecutive times. 
　The Global Financial Center Index is the most authoritative 
index for the status and competitiveness of international financial 
centers. In March 2007, Z/Yen Group in London published the 
first Global Financial Center Index (GFCI). Thereafter, it is 
published regularly as a ranking of the competitiveness of global 
financial centers. Qingdao was included in the list for the first 
time in March 2016, and it has been included in the GFCI list for 
five consecutive times.
　Being the first pilot area for financial reform focusing on 
wealth management, Qingdao Wealth Management and Financial 
Reform Pilot Area has made notable achievements in the past 
four years after it was established. 
　Statistics show that Qingdao's financial sector contributed 
RMB 75.1 billion to the GDP in 2017, up 8.1% y-o-y, representing 
6.8% of the city's GDP, consolidating its position as a pillar 
industry. As of now, there are 247 financial institutions in 
Qingdao, and among them, 34 are foreign-funded institutions, 
ranking top among its peers in China. 
　According to an officer at the Qingdao Municipal Office of 
Finance, in the four years after the establishment of the national 
wealth management and financial reform pilot area, Qingdao 
filed two applications to the central government for wealth 
management policies in the pilot area. Sixty policies on qualified 
domestic limited partners (QDLP), qualified foreign limited 
par tners  (QFLP),  t r ia l  implementat ion of  centra l ized 
operation of foreign exchanges for transnational companies, 
establishment of fully-licensed securities joint ventures and 
foreign controlled fund management companies have been granted 
for implementation.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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　Chen Guohua, president of Standard Chartered Bank (China) 
Ltd. Qingdao Branch, said that since the establishment of the 
wealth management and financial reform pilot area in Qingdao, 
new innovative financial policies have been introduced, pushing 
up innovations, optimization of the business environment, as well 
as Standard Chartered Bank's business.
　The favorable business environment in the wealth management 
and financial reform pilot area attracted ERGO China Life 
Insurance Co., Ltd. to set up a branch there in 2016. In the past 
two years, the company has established 25 sub-branches and both 
the insurance premiums and population of employees doubled, 
with a 195% growth in the number of personal insurance policies 
y-o-y.
　Qingdao cooperates with high-end financial think-tanks and key 
universities in wealth management training, and successfully 
introduced wealth management teaching and research institutions 
established by international and domestic universities and 
think-tanks, introduced from Britain the Chartered Institute for 
Securities & Investment (CISI) and a testing center for Chartered 
Financial Analysts. Besides, Qingdao has revealed a financial 
talent development program in a bid to build a multilevel wealth 
management professional training system. 
　Recently, a professional investment promotion team was jointly 
formed by Qingdao's municipal office of finance, municipal 
development and reform commission, municipal bureau of 
finance, municipal bureau of commerce, and foreign affairs office 
to promote investment in the wealth management and financial 
sector from across the globe, gather financial and wealth 
management resources and introduce financial institutions with 
legal person status. At the same time, a market system will be 
cultivated to attract financial and wealth management market 
players to the pilot area.
　Qingdao will closely follow the national policies for financial 
reform and innovation, fully utilize the existing policies and try to 
get some pilot policies to expand the opening-up of the financial 
sector, cultivate wealth management products, create new financial 
products  and service models ,  expand cooperat ion with 
international financial centers, and continuously enhance the 
influence of Qingdao in the financial sector.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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　Under the background of a new round of development, 
future industries will be undoubtedly a new driver of 
economic growth. How to draw the roadmap for the 
next-generation IT and IC industries is vital to a city's 
future.
　Recently, a professional team was established by 
Qingdao Municipal Commission for Economy and 
Information Technology in collaboration with Qingdao 
Municipal Office for Electronic Governance and 
Information Resources Administrat ion,  Qingdao 
Municipal Bureau of Science and Technology, Qingdao 
Municipal Bureau of Land Resources and Housing 
Administration, and Qingdao Municipal Bureau of 
Planning to promote investment in next-generation IT and 
IC projects. The key investment areas include IC, 
new-type displays, communication equipment, sensors and 
internet-of-things, VR and AI, smart mobile terminals and 
wearable devices. 
　Every plan is supported by strengths.
　As one of the first pilot cities in China for integration of 
industrialization and information technology and one of 
the country's first pilot cities for the industrialization of 
new-type home appliance and electronic information, 
software and information services, Qingdao has a solid 
foundation and broad prospects for the development and 
application of new-generation information technology and 
integrated circuits.
　Qingdao has many enterprises that have made notable 
achievements in the new-generation IT and IC industries.
　Haier has established China's first proprietary platform 
of industrial internet-of-things (COSMO) under the “Made 
in China 2025” strategy to promote the transformation and 
upgrading of the country's manufacturing industry; 
Hisense has developed core control technology for 
inverter air conditioners, independently, and become a 
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national leader in the industrialization of family laser 
cinema products; Aucma has developed a smart home 
appliance internet-of-things platform and a smart cold chain 
management system under its “internet +” cold chain 
strategy, leading the industry in these fields; and Eastsoft, 
Hisense Network Technology, Topscomm and Mesnac have 
become national key software companies in China.
　Electronic information manufacture is one of the superior 
industries for Qingdao. Statistics show that from January to 
November 2017, Qingdao's electronic information 
manufacturers above designated size achieved outputs 
totaling 214.53 billion RMB, up 13.7% y-o-y. 
　Statistics shows steady growth in the software service 
sector as well.
　Qingdao's software service sector achieved an annual 
growth of 42.8% during the 12th Five-Year Plan period, 
making a significant leap forward from the ten billion RMB 
in 2010 to a hundred billion RMB in 2014. This is the result 
of the city's strategic layout in the software industry.
　At the same time, the city's emerging industries showed 
good momentum, with fast-growing cloud computing and 
big data enterprises in . A number of big data platforms have 
been completed in enterprises such as Haier, Cotte, CRRC, 
Tgood and 3D Focus. In addition, a group of large-sized big 
data projects  are underway in Qingdao,  including 
Tsinghua-Qingdao Big Data Engineering Institute, HPE 
Global Big Data Application Research and Industrial Center, 
Inspur Cloud Computation Big Data R&D Center, and 
Amazon Web Service (AWS) China Innovation Center.
　In 2017, Qingdao became the first pilot city for software 
industry development in China. Besides, Qingdao has been 
listed as a national pilot city for the development of “smart 
city” technology and standards and for the development of 
information technology to benefit the residents.
　Along with  the  es tabl ishment  of  nat ional- level  
development platforms, Qingdao will have bright prospects 
in the new-generation IT and IC industries.

Landscape of Qingdao 
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　Marine scientific research has been one of Qingdao's superiorities, 
which attracts marine researchers from around the world. Russia's 
Yevgeny is one of them. 
　The 31-year-old young man has a typical Russian appearance: 
yellowish hair, high nose, and deep eyes.   
　Sponsored by the international post-doctorial project under the “2017 
International Talent Program” of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Yevgeny came to Qingdao in 2017 to undertake post-doctoral studies at 
the algae and algae biology laboratory of the Institute of Oceanology of 
Chinese Academy of Sciences for a two year term. His work includes 
design of a photobioreactor for hydrogen production based on 
photosynthesis of marine chlorella under nitrogen-deficient conditions 
and research on the hydrogen production mechanism and fuel batteries 
to provide theoretical and technical support for the development of 
microalgae hydrogen energy.
　“I arrived in Qingdao on July 3th last year. It was raining” , Yevgeny 
was impressive of the rain because it hardly rains in his home town.
　He was born in a small town with only 20,000 residents in Irkutsk, 
Russia.
　“It was my fist visit to Qingdao. I feel it is a beautiful modern city. 
Qingdao is very large, and has many tall building. I never feel 
oppressed here. Rather, the urban greens create a relaxed and pleasant 
atmosphere.” He is very satisfied with his work and life in Qingdao. 
　The Institute of Oceanology of Chinese Academy of Sciences is 
located near the Badaguan Scenic Area. Having worked here for nearly 
one year, Yevgeny spoke highly of the research atmosphere and 
working environment: “Qingdao is at the forefront of marine research in 

the world, and the microalgae hydrogen energy development project team I'm 
working in is a top-notch team in the world.” His office commands a good view of 
the sea, which he likes very much.
　Yevgeny gets along very well with his colleagues: “To me, working in Qingdao is 
a new start in my life. From the first day I arrived, I receive helps from my colleagues 
in every aspect. I'm very much grateful, from the bottom of my heart.”
　With the assistance of his colleagues, Yevgeny now can use Wechat to 
communicate with his friends and use Wechat Pay or Alipay to make payments. “In 
Russia, online payment is available only in large supermarkets. But here in Qingdao, 
it is available everywhere using Wechat Pay or Alipay. It is really very convenient.”
　Yevgeny's apartment is near Zhongshan Park, which is not far from his workplace. 
When the weather permits, he likes to walk through the park to his office. It is only 
half an hour's walk.
　“Qingdao residents are very friendly. I am often greeted by the locals on the 
street,” Yevgeny said. “One day, I wanted to buy some winter dates in a supermarket 
but I was not sure whether I should buy green ones or red ones because I had never 
eaten winter dates before. Seeing my bewilderment, an aunt who was also picking 
winter dates readily offered held. Now I often go to the market to buy winter dates. I 
like them.”
　Yevgeny also likes Qingdao seafood. “I eat fish, shrimps, shellfish, starfish and sea 
worms, but I like shrimps the most,” he said, adding that he had eaten a variety of 
shrimps, some were as large as a palm, and some were as small as fingers. “Qingdao 
natives say that those smaller shrimps are a specialty in Qingdao.” 
　In his spare time, Yevgeny likes to paint pictures in his residence or go for a stroll 
around. “I'm surprised to see that there are a lot of art galleries, museums and 
fantastic buildings in Qingdao,” he said. Yevgeny also likes to visit the former 
residences of celebrities. “I had read the Russian edition of Lao She's Rickshaw Boy 
when I was in Russia. After I came to Qingdao, I paid a visit to the author's former 
residence in Qingdao. There are also many other famous writers' former residences 
there. It's very interesting.”
　Qingdao, as an internationalized city, has offered Yevgeny many opportunities to 
make friends from across the world. “Many of my colleagues are from different 
countries. There is a beer bar run by an American near my residence, and I often go 
there for a drink. I especially like their self-made white beer and stout. We have 
become good friends now.” 
　But what amazes Yevgeny most is the dazzling cherry blossoms in April in 
Qingdao. “Every April,  there are cherry blossoms of various kinds everywhere, and 
you are almost immersed in a sea of flowers. It's incredible!” He could find proper 
words to describe the beautiful scene. “I like the sea and the cherry blossoms in 
Qingdao. It's intoxicating!” he said.

Yevgeny
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Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Singapore)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Korea)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Germany)

Chief Representative: Xu Jun

Permanent Representative:Sang Shibiao

Cell phone: 0065-69223780,0065-69223781

Mob:0065-83382993,0065-96225721

E-mail: xj9877@126.com,13606309901@163.com

Add: Room 3420, Number 1, Floor 34, Riggs AXA building, 

         8 Ansong Road, Singapore,068811

Chief Representative: Hui Zhiguang 

Permanent Representative: Chen Jinjian 

Cell phone: 0082-51-998-0277, 0082-51-998-0278 

Mob: 010-5680-0756、010-2028-8379 

E-mail: qdc2015@naver.com 

Add: BIFC 53,40,Munhyeongeumyung-ro,Nam-gu,

         Busan, Republic of Korea,608828

Chief Representative: Xu bo

Permanent Representative: Zhan Haiqing

Cell phone: 0049 89 59993616

Mob: 0049 0 15258543657

E-mail: qingdaoxubo@163.com ,zhanhaiqing@163.com

Add: Haus der Bayerischen Wirtschaft Max-Joseph-

         Strasse 5 D-80333 Muenchen

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(America)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business&Commerce(China Hong Kong)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Japan)

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business & Commerce(Israel)

Chief Representative: Lv Kun

Permanent Representative: Zuo Aimin

Mob: +1 (415) 278-1090, 15317813997

          +1 (415) 525-6598, 17091307587

E-mail: lk7373@hotmail.com 、13791981518@163.com

Add: 2025gateway place Suite 202 San Jose, 95110

Chief Representative: Meng Li 

Permanent Representative: Yuan Xinming 

Cell phone: 0081-3-6757-8596, 0081-3-6757-8597 

Mob: 0081-7038695164、0081-7038583440

E-mail: qdbcc_ jp@163.com 

Add: 3-10 Kanda Jinbocho,Chiyoda-ku,Tokyo 101-0051 

Acting Chief Representative: Yin Naxin 

Mob: +972-54-8861126 

E-mail: qdcbci@gmail.com 

Add: 47 Kibbutz Galuyot St, Tel Aviv, Israel 

Acting Chief Representative: Mu Xue
Permanent Representative: Zhao Hua
Mob: +852-69969166
E-mail: 13953253353@163.com、zhaohua0822@163.com
Add: Unit 2609, Level 26,Tower 1, Admiralty Centre, 
         18 Harcourt Road, Admiralty,Hong Kong 

Qingdao(China)Center for 
Business&Commerce(Britain)
Chief Representative: Wu Rilong

Permanent Representative: Sui Sun 

E-mail：wrl1969@aliyun.com、suisun5379@163.com
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